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PEEFACE. 



Tbomas Golowtn being summoned by 
Boris Godunof to retum to his country, re- 
plied^ ^ I will retum whèn three proverbe 
shall baye ceased to be current in Eussia: 
^ Everything that is mine belongs to the 
Ozar;' *Near the Czar, near death;* 'Do 
not fear tbe judgment, fear tbe judge*/** 

Above two centuries bave elapsed sînce 
thèse words were spoken^ and bave effected 
but slight alleTiations of the misfortunes of 

* Thoioas Golowyn emigrated to Lithuania, where 
hê itéà; hh descendants still exist in that country* 
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Bussia. Séquestration is still combîned with 
confiscation^ in spite of the laws which ex- 
pressly prohibit it ; the approach of the Gzar 
forebodes no good to any but the courtiers, 
for persécution foUows independent and 
enlightened men, and^ to this hour^ a Sussian 
judge is only an executioner. The proverbs 
of that day hâve been replaced by new 
ones, such as: '^God is high^ and the Czar 
afar off ;'' " He who serves repines," in spite 
pf the other maxim ; '^ Frayer to God and 
service to the Sovereign are never fruit- 
less." Abuses of a différent nature hâve 
succeeded ancient cruelties^ and had I 
chosen to imitate the bold language of my 
ancestor^ I should hâve said: I will retum 
Tfhen the whole of Russia shall hâve ad- 
vanced to the fourteenth class (persons of 
the fourteen classes are not liable to be 
beaten); when a German shall not be more 
highly esteemed than a Eussian^ and when 
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the pen shall hâve the weight of iron in the 
social scale. 

My happiness could not be complète 
without that of my fellow-citizens. And as 
I could not expect to see this wish speedily 
reaUzed^ and was unable efficiently to con- 
tribute towards it in my own country, I 
renomiced it with the less regret, because I 
trusted that I might render it greater service 
in a foreign land. 

I am not the first, nor shall I be the last 
to déplore the servitude of Bussia, and to 
protest against its oppressors; never shall I 
attain the energy of the Bussian poet who 
said: 

^^In Bussia the Czar and the knout are 
honoured ; and the Bussians, fools ! cry 
Hurrah! it is time to beat us!" nor do I 
aspire to the élévation of another who 
exclaims : 

^^I hâve seen enslaved Bussia^ clanking 
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her chains, and bowing her neck under the 
yoke, lying prostrate at the foot of ihe 
altar and prayîng for the Czar." 

If I havB spoken îll of Bassia, it arîses 
solely from the afltection which I bear her. 
We look with comparative indifférence npon 
those hvits in a stranger which offend ns 
in our own brethren; and we are more rigid 
towards those whom we love, than those in 
whom we take but little interest. Inde- 
pendently of this, I regard Eussia as an 
abstract idea, great and beautiftd, which I 
delight to elevate in the dreams of futurity. 

Still less hâve I thought myself caUed 
npon to manifest indulgence towards the 
Government. As the author of the innu- 
merable ills which affict Russia, any indul- 
gence towards it would hâve been an évi- 
dence of pusillanimity. Its injustice to- 
wards myself has not, however, made me 
mqûst towards it ; but, on the contrary. 
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bas iHcreaaed my difcuBispecticNB by de- 
monstrating to me the imquity of aU 
injustice. 

Meû in power dare not^ or will not raiae 
tbeîr yoice, They fiah in troubled waters^ 
and are tberefore anxious to keep tbem so. 
Tbey^ in iàd, are tbe traitors and betrayers 
of tbeir country^ and it is tiiey who are tbe 
véritable revolutionists, Does not tbe man 
wbo boldly asserts bis freedom, and dares 
to unyeil tbe unwortbiness and tbe igno- 
rance of tbe Govemment, call down upon 
bimself only indignation and contempt ? 

Publicity bas tbis advantage^ tbat error 
necessarily feUs to tbe ground, wbile trutb 
survives and perpétuâtes itself. Tbis will 
be tbe case witb tbe présent work, and 
every conséquent persécution directed 
against me will be tbe offspring of blind«- 
x^dss or bad fiaitb^ wbicb overlook tbe mo^ 
tive, and regard merely tbe présent efieet 
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I hâve related no anecdotes but sach as 
merit entire confidence/ on account of thé 
source whence they are derived. THieîr 
authenticitj wîll give them weight with the 
public^ and procure for them even a place 
in history, for they wîll tend to illuskate 
the characters of the individûals to whom 
they relate. Of great men and good 
sovereigns, such traits only are recorded 
as do them honour; whereas of wicked 
men^ and of feeble sovereigns, we hâve 
m^rely statements which it is distressing* 
to relate. 

Had I retained what I hâve thought it 
my duty to suppress, and were I to acquaint 
my readers with the rigid scrutiny to which. 
I submitted ail I hâve brought forward, 
they would not entertain a doubt of the 
veracity of my narrative ; suffice it, how- 
ever, to déclare that I hâve not invented 
anything. 



' On the Emperor Nicholas alone ît, how- 
.efer, dépends to prove that mj jndgment 
of hîs merits is erroneous^ and that he 
is worthy to reign over the people com- 
mitted to hîs care. Let hîm command 
liis acolytes. Let him say to Orloff, that 
lie intends, henceforth, to govem by nûld- 
ness, sincerity, and confidence, and to 
abolish his secret police. Let hîm say 
.to BludoflP, that after having colleçted the 
Bussian laws he is convinced that they are 
only fit to be thrown into the fire, as being 
iinworthy of the âge in which we lîve; 
iinworthy of God and of man ; and that 
in théîr place he wîll snbstitute laws of 
justice and equity. Let him say to Fanin, 
that robbejrs shiall no longer be in power, 
but in Siberia. Let him say to TJwarof, that 
he will no longer tolerate the charlatanism 
of civilization, and that he desires to 
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render it as pure as hearen. Let hîm say 
to Perowskj, tiiat Ins name sEall be i^lied 
to the greatest work of the age^ tlie ema»- 
cipatîcm of the serfe ; let hixn déclare^ that 
if the nobles hare not enfiranchised their 
peasants wîthin a specified période they shall 
be compelled to do so by the law, for that 
it is an anomaly to hâve slaves in a efaris- 
tÎBJi land. Let faim say to Kesseb-ode, tfaat 
France^ the centre of civilisation^ deservœ 
bis high esteem^ and can no longer be his 
enemy. Let him also say, that the past 
sufferings of Poland shall suffice, and that 
€rod, having caused the scales to fall from 
his eyes, he at once relieves Poland from 
her cruel chains. 

And after having said this, let him carry 
it into éffect. Then will history correct 
ha: sentence; and ^ni say, that, affcer 
having sinned deeply, Nichoks bas deeply 
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repented ; and she will place hîs name by 
the side of those whom nations love to 
révère. 

Is the unanîmous disapprobatîon which 
îs excited by ail his actions, to be counted 
for nothing? Does he think tbat error 
and falsehood exist only in the civilized 
world, and that wisdom and honour are 
exclusively on his side ? If it be delightful 
to govem as absolute master, it is surely 
fax more so to give liberty to the nations 
govemed; but this joy is the lot of pure 
and noble soûls alone. 

Paris, I4th July, 1845. 
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IffY PERSECUTION. 

On the llth of Marché 1843, 1 was sum- 
moned to the office of the Bussian Chargé 
d'Affaires at Paris ; I accordinglj went 
thither the next daj, and, after being de- 
sired to take a seat, his Excellency said : 

" Sir, I hâve received, under the date of 
the 23rd of February, O. S., the following 
instructions: 

TOL. I. B 
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^ * Tour Excellency, 

"'It is the pleasure of hîs Majesty 
the Emperor, tliat, on the receipt of thèse 
présents, you forthwith send for Prince 
Peter Dolgorucky, and Mr. Ivan Golowyn, 
and admonish them instontly to quit Paris 
and repaîr to St. Petersl>urg. 

^^^Tou are not t» aecept of any excuse 
whatever, neîther sickness, nor other pretext, 
and you thII inform them, that, in case of 
disobedience, they will be proceeded against 
as rebels to the Impérial will, with ail the 
rigour of the laws. 

(Sîgned) ^N^ESSELRODE.' " 

Aflker haiwag read this letier, M. Eifis&lef 
MÎdy *^Wbea fihall you set mAS " 

''I ^ultted Bussia on aooouol; of mry 
healtib^ and Imve always x^gretted tlmt I 
eaiiU not Tetum thijther ; but it would be 
iDi{m»Bl%j[e for me to do so at thûs moneBit.*' 

*' I cannot admit of this excu«eu'^ 
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^'ï îiope that Ms Majeety tlie Emperor 
i«î& %Afe thé gooAfieiNB to aoeept it." 

*^Tou hâve just heard that I cannot ac- 
cept of any pretext." 

^IOb no pretext. I cbsh produce médical 
ceitifiestes of iSste bad state of mj healtSi.^ 

^ When do jon désire that I shonld girè 
ytm your passport ? ^ 

^^I hâve akeady informed your Excel^ 
feney^ €hat h is impossiMe for me io learè 
Paris juflt now/' 

** Whftt then, would you hâve me do ? ^* 

«Make yoor report aecwâingly/* 

**I dare not ; wrîté yourself/* 

«^Iwiïïdoso.^ 

^Bat do yoH not see that ît m the inll of 
iSm Smperor that you shooM retura ia^ 
fÉanfly?** 

^My îllaess îs the wffl of God,'* I replied, 
and ho¥nbg to hîs BxeéUency, iirîttxdrew 
firom the apartment ; ' Prince Dolgorucky 
entered ahnost immediately afifcer. ^ 

b2 
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hk the conrae of the mue dâj I sent ihc 
fiAowing letter, addresBed to M. Sjsadcf : 

^YoilB EXCBLUVCT, 

^It bas ahrajB been my desbe to 

letamtomycaimtiyassooiiaspoflmble. I 

qmtted it only on account of the shatteied 

state of my healtli, and would gladly hare 

obeyed the sommons which I baye just le- 

ceired, but my illness will not^ at présent^. 

pennit me to nndertake so &tigaing a jonr- 

ney. I trnst tbat my life may yet be use- 

M to bis Majesty the Emperor, and tbat I 

may not be deprived, by a prématuré death 

of the abilîty to confomid malignity and 

destroy caliimny. I rely on the clemency 

and justice of our most gracious Sovereign^ 

and humbly solicit tbat my joumey may be 

deferred till my health shâll be improved; 

as soon as ever I am able^ I will set eut for 

St. Petersburg. I bave the honour to 

annex a médical certificate. 

''Paris, 12th March, 1843." 
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I . could not divine the cause of my 
recall. Every Russian noble is permit* 
ted to réside five years in foreign conn* 
tries, and my passport was dated only 
a year and a half back. There was 
absolutely nothing with whieh I eonid 
charge myself. Count Benkendorf, the 
Minister of Police, had not even eonde- 
scended to inform me of the cause which 
induced the Eussian Government to treat 
me thus arbitrarily. He had merely 
stated to my brother that the Emperor 
deemed my résidence at Paris perfectly 
useless, and had the goodness to promise 
that he would défend me on my retum, if it 
were true, as he had been told, that ITuxd 
a good heart. Prince Dolgorucky had 
shortly before published a little work, en- 
titled^ ^^ Notice sur les principales Familles 
de la Russie, par Le Comte Almagro.^^ 
This pamphlet had excited the indignation 
of several nobles, and of some high Bussian 
fonctionaries. The Prince had given ocea- 
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aion to Tm recall by plftcing a Ymbofj of 
the Bomanoffi^ whicb was nearly fininhed» 
under tibe protection of France^ and as ï 
had myself just put to tlie preas a treatiie 
on Folitical Econonij, I Iiad no doubi 
that offence bad been taken at my doîng 
stf^ altbongh tbe contents of mj work w«m 
Qntirely unknown. 

^ : Are BoflaîaDS probibited firom prkktiBg 
their wzitingft in a foreign countiy î Befbre 
proceeding to tbe puldication of my woû^ 
I bad sent to the Pariaian coneq>ondeni oC 
the Minister of Publie Instmction^ ta aseer- 
ism whetber I was autborized in doing se. 

/^Bb informed me ibat^ strietlj speaking^ it 
was probibited to print aayibing in foreign 
c^untries; tbat tbe engagement wbicb 
Qjogbt to be signed by thos^ wbo take ont 
pasi^orts contained tfais prohibition^ but 
that pasE^orts were generally obtained 
Tfitbout imposing any restriction* Be 
fitrtber stated that it was an oTery-^a^ 
QCGurrence for &aasiias to publish wod» 
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^oa£ of 1;heit «oamtsTy «ad tlmfc I mig^ cttBr 

aguDst Bii8Bi% tbe GaroroKeiat ndlImaU 
«ppcibalâlity^ puakk jou; if k is JÈOty, ît niH . 
irâaà. at it; anâ if it ia ÊffirouraUc^ it 
Bw;^ e^aEi reirard jo^/' I wked ^oopi if I 
in%lifl 7^7 upon bis stetenaients ? Ce le- 
pfied, ^ Ton maj constder tbcm a» ofidaL?^ 
V I aceerâingly bastened to cooaaQBBniesIe 
to Mm ISbe^ news o£ mj resàJl, sad aaid, 
^^ibmklmng coB^eed cf my pei&elimuiK 
eence^ I eosid not aceoiiut fixt tfai» ri^ow, 
%3Êceftfm tbe griMmâ ®£ mj piibUcaticm*'' 
Be bad tbe kbxdi&esB ins^antlj to viite to 
.CSmiBiBeikkeiiiiiori^ totdlfaiiZEtbabBrjr w€ik 
wW'Ti^ différent &om that of PriaBce DoJ^a- 
rmâsj, bcing eotiaretjr o£ asckidàifie naÉwe, 
aoaâ xaihiMr lofouiafak tiiao. cÉlierwise to 



Ihe BofiBiaii law m deeiske; ii ce 
^svarj saligect ta tetcEca ta bn eoimtrj afc 
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ther law equally explicit, which says ïbêib^ 
after sentence passed, or even on a mère 
arder of the Gwenment, a person may 
be exiled to the provinces of the interior ; 
and those on the confines of Siberiia^ 
namelj: Yiatk% Perm, and Yolg^oda» 
are generallj selected. I was conscions 
that I was innocent^ but who would say 
that I had not been cahiinnîated? Bus- 
sian spies are very nmnerous at Paris^ 
more so than in any other eity; and a 
slight offence given to one of thèse gentle-» 
men îs quite sufficient to induce him to 
înfonn agaînstthe offender to a superior au* 
thority^ indeed they often gladly seize some 
opportunity of this kind to obtaîn favour, 
or at ail erents to évidence that they hâve 
eamed their salary ; because those spies who 
are too sparing of their reports^ are sus- 
pected^ or dismissed. Informers ei\joy the 
strictest incognito; they are never con- 
fronted with the accused^ and their word 
has more weight than that of honest men. 
PersonS; perfectly free from reproach^ hâve 
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1)een recalled to Bussia on a bare suspicion 
of liberalism^ and even when they hâve 
vliolly escaped pnnishment^ becaase neither 
Word nor ideéd coiild be alleged against 
ihem, they bave neyertheless been shàcklèd 
in tbeir future career. A caprice of Gount 
l^essekode bad akeady înduced me to re- 
nounce eveiy brancb of public service ; and I 
was certaînly not disposed to subject mjself 
^ anew to humiliation. As mj recall would 
liecesôarilj become public^ no justiJScatidn 
côuld bave secured my innocence against 
suspicion. Mj best defence was mybook. 
I therefore considerèd it advisable to pub- 
lish it; besides I could not renounce the 
sâtis&ction of giving to the world the fruit 
of many years' study. I loved^ and still 
love, my country, as much as any man; and 
because I loved it, I was désirons to contri* 
bnte to the utaiost of my power to efface 
tKe epithet of harbariam by which we are 
stigmatised ail over Europe. 
If I do not hete speak of the rights of man. 
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or o£ tiie xighiB of cmi&sfttioa% n^Bch 

kw% rigiita whieb «re uttaif trampiéd 
mder Iboty and wUch I asw jiMundUtty irâ>- 
lated m mjawneme^ ii is nipijleenw 
lan attxiowi not to son aboiie tlie oonf re^ 
kfnaîoik of tbe Snssian ÔOFcmment. 

i rfaolTed to «le aQ possiUe ânna- 
apertiott in otder to gûn otot tbofse^ itlM^ 
li««gli thejr ddd noi particîiMie in af 
newSy merîted mj cstecm* I. ÛtenÊsist 
ttercd apiveasnaioes^ bj deckring myséJi. îS^ 
vhàA wm m fact ibe ease. 
• On the lâth I was idsited bj a seenetary 
af the Eaiibassj^ wlio requested me^ in tke 
name of the JimbassadOT^ at least im.mt mé 
&r GomaflB^^ m order tlait bk EsfscttcBicj 
nûghi be aUe to îolorm &e Gov^çf&iMQt 
o£ mj departare in obedîenee to its anoi*- 
date. I Teplsed titiai I IhhI na cx)aid»ioa 
mthe Gieman pb^ôasa; upo&aiiieàJia 
begged me at kast to fix tbe time aC wPf 
^iqBRitixEe; but a» ii 1119s vtterly ont af my 
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power to tell how long my iUuen miglié 
eootàMOB^I CDttld sBot wmj^ly ifiih thb £resh 
profositioiiu On. tlie &lIowii|£ day tlie gaiw 
gentlemitfi inYÎied me^ bj a not^ to modii^ 
mj ktisr conforaïuiMy ta fais âuggeatiosu 
ThÎ0 praeeeding on his part net wHh na 
faetter suceeas than the first. 

Hie next daj^ a person, attadied, to tbe 
Legaticm caUed oa me ta aay tbai lie liad 
read the dnuiglii of the report which had 
juftt bœn pffepased respeeting mj affiûrsi, 
lie added thai I most look ta tibo eoia-^ 
séquences if I did not make some aliemika 
m n^ letter^ beetfise^ as Prince DolgœriiÀy 
had fis:ed tlie time &>r his retun^ be ima 
of opinion tibat the anger of &e Ençeror 
wonld &U upon me alone. Persnaded tliafe 
I flhmild gain eyerytlmig by gaining tim^ij» 
and 1»dng well aware oi the intractahle 
fi^îriab of the Qaar^p I withdsew my fitst letter 
a&d subslit^itad another^ oi the foUawing; 
ténor : — 
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'^ YOUB ExCELUDICTy 

^'I should unresistinglj hâve obeyed 
ihe direction which I bave jiist receired^ 
and haye set out immediatelj, but cannot 
do 80, as tbe state of mj bealth does not 
permit me to bear tbe motion of a car- 
nage; and, as tbe approacbing opening of 
tbe navigation will afford me tbe means 
of retoming more speedilj, I intend, as in 
dutj bomid, to embark on board tbe first 
steamer. I bave tbe bonour to indose tbe 
certificate attesting tbe bad state of my 
bealtb." 

Tbe answer of Comit Benkendorf to his 
correspondent was not delajed. — "As for 
M. Crolowyn," be wrote, "you may be 
perfectly easy on bis accomit : nous n^avons 
pas de corps de délit contre lui ^these 
are tbe very words of tbe letter, wbicb was 
in Frencb.) In fact, it was only a measnre 
of précaution, and not of repression. This 
affair will go no fartber." 
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Was not this a plain déclaration of my 
innocence î But, in this case, why shotild 
I be persecttted ? By way of precataHonf 
Wonld it not be eqnally reasonable, arbi- 
trarily to lay hold on passengers in the 
streets and incarcerate them, lest they 
should conunit some crime ? Wonld it not 
be acting in the spirit of certain owners 
of serfe, who beat their people in antici- 
pation of the faults which they may hère- 
after conunit ; or, who, acknowledging that 
they hâve punished them wrongfully, pro- 
mise to place the castigatîon to their crédit 
agamst the next time? Oould that be 
called a measure oî précaution which would 
bring confusion and terror into a famUy, 
excite a vast sensation in Paris and Peters- 
burg, and in the face of Europe be équi- 
valent to a confession that an author was 
recalled on àccount of a work which was 
still in his desk or in the press i It is true 
that I had been advised to keep the whole 
affair perfectly secret. Count Benkendorf" 
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liftd a two-foM reasmi for tloB adfke: "^the 
Emperor'fi "vnË is <1iat lus «ubjects àhaB 
keep qmet in fereign contrieB ; aad ire 
hf no meots désire thftt Ch^ éhoulâ f«b^ 

fielymg oti tlie leCter <tf ihe dnef ^ fhe 
gensd^unes to ImtorrempottAca/b, I bdiei^d 
f liflf ^ Hbe mttoy otker preeipitaie meiwareg 
of 4^ SoBâm Gk^^nmeiit^ this wkole 
affirar ironld iead to no remit ; a&d eape^ 
cîally became ^cre ^rere preeedente wittek 
a^atiiorîzed me to arrive at tim condku&»i. 
T sent tw o copies of m j Soommde PeXitique 
to ^. Fetersburg^ one ntended for tibe 
Emperw^ and the otlta* for the lOnister 
of PoKoe ; ai«l I ften repaired to tiie Fy- 
Tenees for the benefit of the waters. Oouiit 
Be^e&dorf dîd not take the tronhle of 
Teadmg more ttian the Préface, whîelh he 
eonsidered very înflammatory, beeaitse I 
Hiereîn claîmed the hospîtality of IVaaoe 
for my vkws. He seyerely reprintaRded 
hia oorrespoiQ^ent for ha^ing nûi^d lihn 



!I3ie oensoiriiîp of tbe Fte»i^ afibear « iaq; 
^feJbf ^ «oiEeBred the hock t» fês% hpi ent 

îAtdlîgfBiee tint PiÎDce Dcd^ondy Imd 
jasi ^baen liaosshed to Yiatlci^ wm ddea* 
Ued t« ffil ne "vnth wdi-'groiiiided jq^pie* 
késistfAB f« the fiiixe tibai mj^t arayit iBe 

I m^ J6d]^ Teiolv€d noi io set ont for 
BmÊeU wtûiout a positive aasKrance tint 
I itoiild Bdft be molested, awl as I hâd 
not receired anj notiœ for Aeracal montiM^ 
I wrote the&UXomjxg levier to the Minister 
of Police, from Cauterets, on the lôth of 
AmgaBt, 1013 :-^ 

^^Sey^ral montlis ago I bad the 
honour to forward to St, Petershurg two 
copies of my last work ; I intended one foc 
la» Majesiy the Emperoi;, and the other 
£n jùm Ëscellency; but m I hâve not 
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received any answer, I fear tbat ill-fonnded 
appréhension may hâve hindered my bro- 
ther from sending thèse bocks to their 
destination. In this case I request that 
yoor Excellency will haye the goodness to 
reliere my brother from any such gronnd- 
less fearsy and further^ to do me the fftronr 
to accept one copy^ and to présent the 
other to our august Sovereign, with an 
expression of my extrême regret at being^ 
nnable to lay it in person at his Majesty's 
feet, because a serions iUness still keeps 
me at a distance from my country. 
^'Accept, &c. &c." 

On my retum to Paris^ the Bussiaa 
Légation transmitted to me a paper^ signed 
«Douvelt," dated Ist (12th) September, 
1848, of the foUowing ténor : — 

^^ Oount Benkendorf^ the Adjutant- 
General^ having been informed that you 
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liave yenturedy without asking pennissiQii, 
to go from' Paris to the Pyrénées, for tljie 
benefit of the minerai waters, in défiance 
of the mpreme order which jou recéiyed 
in Marcli last to retum to Bussia^ and of 
jour own déclaration in writing that you 
would set ont at the opening of the naviga* 
tion by the first steamer, his Excellency 
bas instructed me to acquaint you thàt he 
confines himself to repeating, for the last 
time, the order to fulfil your duty, and to 
retum immediately to St. Petersburg, 
without availîng yourself of any pretext 
whatever* If yoU do not comply, his Ex- 
cèllency wîll make his humble report to his 
Majesty the Emperor, your very delay in 
obeying his Majesty's order will be a great 
crime, and you will bave incurred a heayy 
légal responsibility. 

^* While I thus obey the orders of Count 
Alexander Ohristopborovitscb, I bave the 
honour to assure you of my sincère regard 
a>nd dévotion." 

VOL. i. c 
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,To ihiâ I instantljr sent tlM £oUovii|g 

^'Wliftt answer ean I m$kt to the 
officiai notice which you did me the !hoiMM^ 
to cause to be addresâed to me uader ih^ 
da^ ûf the Ist i^ September^ aad wlâch 
w«s aot delivered to me, hj Hob Légation^ 
«util the 2âiid of KoYember? If I ekoiild 
9jgeàk to j(M of the cause which detaina sus 
hère, you hâve an answer at handi you 
wiU not listen to auy objeetiou. My lE- 
Vi^, and the course of medidne whi«h J 
aQi iK)w undergoing^ only excite your disk 
pleasure, and this is not calculated to ease 
my mind respecting the fate wkieh ma; 
attend me on my retum» Siuàil I speiÀ af 
my innocence ? You are as folly eonvineed 
of it as I am myself ; and was I nol^ jus- 
tified in infernng, from your own words^ thttt 
^you had no crime wherewith to charge m% 
and that the a£fair would go no fiirther/ 
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fmràmm io go^ yrh^éreft I plèoséd!? Mwt 
I mmvi »j deYotedaef»s ta mj Sot^xeigftt 

Ima sefred tiie tl^ro»:® m^xe than smy e^ei ^ 
«od eartajsilj I hxfe n^ bei^ an exieeptitm» 
I bàiTe ocdj siade use of tke freadom of 
tl^ près» to coasdidate tbe gloiy of mj 
eoMXiilrj. Il is easj to sqrre ît ia prosk 
pmtj; Iwt it is dlffîealk to do âo in adveiv 
fààj. Mj cinies are mj ïïÏMtm axA poweia 
<rf mind, and jet jou will not leave me^ as 
an ind^aiMfieatlûn^ the faeiiH j wUeh i$ 
gixmted ta tlie meane&t sWbject^ tbat of 
noring^ abont at wilL Kotbkg^ tkerefore^ 
t^mam^ for me but ta asBure you oC mj 
kigÏL e^eem^ and ta trust in ihç demeney 
and jifôtîee of my Soverdign. 
^lani^&e., &c." 

Greneral Pouvelt sent tbe foUowiDg rejiy 
on the 25th JSTovember old style:— 

^'Hia Ai^de*camp Gen^ral^ Count Beo* 

c2 
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kendorf^ liaving receired your letter of the 
12ÛÏ (24th) of Noyember^ haa been pleased 
to déclare that the Qoyemment haa net had 
to accuse 7011 of anj crime; but tbat you 
baye become culpable from the moment 
that you refused to obey the order of bis 
Majesty respecting your retum to Bussia. 
His Excellency, actuated by the kindness 
of bis heart^ bas hitherto kept back^ and 
still keeps back his humble report on the 
subject ; but it is possible that his Majesty 
ihe Emperor may think fit to inquire whe- 
ther you baye retumed from abroad^ and 
then it will be necessary to lay before him 
the particulars of this affàir, and^ in conse^ 
quence of your delay in obeying the will of 
the Monarch, you will be amenable^ as 
for a serions crime, to allthe rigour of the 
laws. For this reasou, Count iJexander 
Ohristophoroyitsch^ for the last time re- 
peats his former injunction^ and bas in«- 
structed me to request you to retunt im- 
mediately to Bussia, not alleging any fur** 



NICHOLAS Tiœ FIRST. 3^1 

ther prétest; and if you do not comply; 
liis Excellency will be constrained -tp lay 
ihe whole before Us Majesty* 

^^While fdlfilling the orders of Oount 
Alezander Ghristophorovitsch^ I hâve; the 
hononr to assure you of my smcere respect 
and regard." 

At the same time the Oount caused a 
letter to be written to me^ through a pri<- 
yate channel^ sayîng that the Emperor did 
not like to be trifled with^and was accua- 
tomed to be obeyed; that a single word 
firom him would suffice to induee the French 
Govemment to oblige me to quit France. 
I was incensed at this arrogance^ and cerr 
tainly not intimidated by the reports which 
were adroitly spread by the Bussian agents^ 
that M. Guizot had offered to send away 
Prince Dolgorucky^ escorted by gens 
d'armes; I well knew the meanness to which 
fhe Bussian diplomacy could resort^ .and I 
was. soon perfectly. at ease on this point. I 
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^kefékfte Wt my caise in tke konds 6t 
¥lK>v«de&o^ and reAmed tke folknrifi^ 
answer to the Mimster ef P(dioe« 



"In yûur order of ihe 251à rf ÎTo- 
yember^ you admît my mnocencie >aaid Bp09k 
of your kindness of heart. I never doubted 
Ûiê fim&er-; but tbe ôecond does not âp|ibar 
in yonr letter^ Kindness of liea-rt aiid jtB^ 
fiée re^pm'é ind^mnific&tion to IJbose irlio 
hâVê imAi^gfidly suffered pei^ecntian^ and 
ncft the contîiifiiation ôf inrdi persecotio^ 

^Beiëided^ you are pleased to announee 
té m^ 'Ûïsit,în conséquence of my ddaymg 
to 'Tetnrn to my o^mntry, proceedings iriîl 
be kgtitated agàmut me wiih a;ll tlie Tigoar 
dP i^e Isw^ M for a dém«tô ^cnme. It 
iimâd be diffiouït to findirords ÛH^e plaMy 
cum^yîng an WA&: to Àbey^ ànd ai Ite 
sttaae time detc^nin^ âxnn ^eomplÎKioé 
mthit. 

" iBrâf Mty peffNOulrà â^ wy <eatffie Ai 
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just, I place my hopes on the impactiàlity 
ei (âié iknpéror, wixA beg yèur Excellency 
1H> longer to delaj nu^jiig joiff re^érC t^ 
faim on the causes idncli ^eyent my ^eè iy 
rdxim. Thèse I sàd;ed to yoa m my lettois 
dP 1^ ^h of AngoBt and tiie 24th of 
JN^Fveniber, and are the shâttemd libite 
both of my h^altii and of my fertm^.'^ 

On reoeî?ing tids ktter^ Comit Benkcso» 
dorf nrrote m the margîn^ ^ The yo«mg wssê. 
mil end hy niÎBmg Mmself."^ fife tlieii 
semt ibr my l)rotiier, «mhfisjced hiii^ mMle 
him sit down^ and saîid, ^ You know &àt I 
am 3^iir frîesad; but ti^re îb 110 fâmily 
T¥ithout a reprobate^ anâ yemr brotfaer is 
the reprobate of yom* family. Ecce homo !" 
' On tbe Bfli (20th) of Febnmry, the Le- 
gÊtàcm seait to me a letter £rom Giraei»! 
BonTclt, àsàéà on the 8th (20th) of Ja- 
naaiy^ aiid «ônceÎTed is the foilowâig 
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«SîB, 

^^The Adjutant-Greneral, ComitBexi* 
kendorf^ having received jour letter of tbe 
3rd of Januarj, (new style,) and finding tbat 
jou still delay to exécute the Emperor's 
order conceming your immédiate retum to 
Bussia, bas instructed me to inform you 
that bis Excellency will defer the delivery 
of his report to tbe Emperor four weeks 
longer; but if, at tbe expiration of tbat 
time, (care bad been taken to let it expire,) 
you bave not arrived at St, Petersburg, 
your disobedience will be fortbwith re- 
ported to tbe Emperor. 

" I beg to assure you of my sincère 
respect, and remain, &c." 

On tbe preceding day, M. Eisselef bad 
communicated to me an order transmitted 
to bim by Count ÎSTesselrode, dated the 
26th of January, which directed that he 
sbould be informed of my décision respect- 
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îng my retum to St. Petersburg, I wm 
net to be dictated to by Ooirnt ISTesselrode. 
I had receired my instructions from Oount 
Benkendorf. In fact^ I had abready sacri- 
ficed my post in order tbat I^might not be 
dépendent on the Minister for Foreign 
Afiairs^ for being admonished by him to 
take lessons in writing^ I thougbt.that I 
migbt be more useful to my comitry as an 
anthor than as a copyist^ and accordingly 
wîthdrew from tbe service. 

I addressed the following letter to Oount 
Kessekode, which I sent to.M. Kisselef;-T- 

^'I thought that I had explained 
myself decidedly enough with respect to 
my retum to fiussi% in my letters to Count 
Benkendorf^ dated the lâth of Auguste the 
24th of Kovember, 1843, and the 3rd of 
Jaauary, 1844 ; but since your Excellency 
condescends to interfère in this measure of 
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tfce police, îii; nmy duty te infeni yon^ ÛÈÊt 
I qnltod die service of ny coo&tiy far iàe 
ptnpose of taking leasons ni oaUisxap&y, ait 
7HMI were pleaMsd io iBOommendL I kvre 
tte protectiim, aaiL yoor Sxcelencj caàaxA 
fiai to remember tihai tlie firrt Mmgter 1er 
Pomgn AfSuKs iiore the «me mune w 
mjsdf. 

^' I trast^ bowever, tibt job wiH iio£éx- 
errâe the full exteirt of your power^ «mL 
cause it to be saii^ tliat a Benàstidoif nd 
À liiTesBeirode hare plaeed a Golowyn bu the 
prosmption Ikft. 

" I hâve the honour to be, &c.'* 

I dievved làis lebter to i^ Bunsmn poet 

R ■■ , and ai^ked Iw opînkiii respectiâç ît* 

Efe nr^ed »e to lend it àS, obBèmag, tint 
Ooimt îreg»elix)de was a Mpeiior mu^ «U 
on ^kE^ to nind the injmy which lie léd 
imm m^ wonld hratesi te repair it. ârany 
h#weiw, i hâd a l&esh fvoof of tfe tip«^.^ 
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€nrf)h^ tfeftt good fiien ^re aot always <m^ 
âdwed wîlà woriâly msdom^ and that gmai 
»en feequeaiiy tarboer petfcy hatrfed, 

"Coàîit ÎTessdîroée, on reociving my tefc* 
ter^ îoéft no 1Â»e in layi»g it bèfore <lie 
îE^3ffpferor^ wlio immediately orâ!e!Feâ tkat dl 
my pi^êiiy i^oidd be se^foeâtrated, ihxt 
proceedings should be instituted against ffie 
far the mme of dfeobedience and high 
treaB0B^ aitd that I sbonld be arrested if I 
set Ibot en the Bussîan teirîfcoïy. 

Priftce Dolgorucky mis recalled frcmi Ms 
pAace of banislffîiient at Tiatka^ and the 
Emperor issued a decree prohibitiog Rus^ 
sian subjects from going abroad before 
they had attained the âge of twenty-five, 
and imposed a tax of 800 francs a year on 
their passports: none but invalids and mer- 
chants were exempt from this measure. 

At length, one evening, his Majesty did 
me the honour to read my letter to a small 
cîrcle at court, " Who would hâve thought 
it/' he cried, "that the brother of our 
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Golowyn should be the author of such a 
letter ? And who will yenture to say that 
this man writes well? I leave you to 
judge for yourselyes, gentlemen^ is this 
letter well written?" And immediatelj, 
the gentlemen présent bowed their heads, 
saying^ " Oertahily not, Sire, the letter îs 
very îll wrîtten." 

Thns condenmed by the court, I was 
very shortly sentenced by the senate, 
which pronounced against me the penalty 
of banishment to Sîberia, the privation of 
ail my civil rights, and the confiscation of 
my property. 
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Ghapter 1. 

HISTORICAL NOTICE OF THE REIGN OF 
NICHOLAS I. 

It îs no part of my design to dwell at 
lêngth on the history of a reîgn which is 
distinguished only by acts of cruelty and 
violence ; acts which will, however, be use- 
fol, inasmuch as they will serve to fill up 
the measure of iniquity, and hasten the 
coming of a better order of things. 

Alexander, who died at Tagenrog on the 
19th S'ovember, 1826, carried with hîm to 
the tomb many gênerons plans; his death 
eîcited both regret and appréhension ; but 
the regret was lessened by the administra- 
tion of Araktshêief, înto whose hands he 
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had su£fered the reins of govemment to 
fidl, when overcome by feelîngs of dis^ust; 
while the appréhensions were increased bj 
a storm which was rising in obscuritj^ but 
of which there was a gênerai presentiment. 
The nation was far firom being comfortable 
respecting the fate whîeh the brothers of 
Alexander were preparing for Bussia. Con- 
stantine, at the most^ was calcnlated oiHty 
to act anew the reign of his capricious 
fatker^ who was good and bad by fits and 
starts ; it was ont of the question to espect 
from hinx an equable and intdligent exer- 
cise of power ; and as for ISTicholas^ hô 
was scarcelj l^own* Constantine had^ be-^ 
sides,renounced the crown, by his marriag^ 
with Princess liowit^ tlie daughter of a 
private Polish gent^man named Grusiaskj* 
The act of his renuiimtion of the crown, 
and the manifesto of Ale^i^ander^ nomjjstatiiig 
îfieholas for his successor, were deposited 
in the chiarch of the Assumption at Ho^ow, 
and entrusted to the care of the thre« 
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Idgkest anàhonties of thà empivé^ — tira 
8;iiûil^ Hud Oonneil, «nd tlie Séante. Tke 
Gzaad Duke O&a&iaaàime^ m lus l^ter to 
ibe Eoqam)r, dated 14tk JaAnary, 1832» 
dcdbkiTCMi^ tibfti ^ in eaae he should eyer lier 
inf^esled mth the k%h digûty to whieli h» 
iras cftUed hj Im birtl^ he did ik^ bdkve 
Imuself pofiaessed cf tlie tateii* cnt eoevgj 
in^q^nsabte for the perfonaance o£ its 
dntâefiu'* 

Kkhûlas sported wiik ihe crown; lue 
f^erad it to Constaotioe^ «nd made the 
troops take the oath: ^^thua thcfugh 1^9 
pcetended ihe contctry^ be lelk Us beloved 
eowûiarj m a state of ujneèftaiiitj, respeeting 
tiie fiersQii of îts legiibxiiiî^ soT^r^gn." 
Gonstantuie «^ai» i^^itei^ajted Us xefikSAl^ 
and !Iïic)iok& ihesk reqij^ed tlie oath to be 
taken to ][um8€J£ ^Èam was tàe sîgml £(»r 
an ÎBVirrection^ and ît broke oi£t abuost 
instantij. 

The flower of the nobility and of the 
Bossian armj^ mostlj joung m&Ok distin^ 
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guished by iheir éducation and talents, who 
were iU at ease amidst institutions wliich 
bore heavy on them^ and împelled by ardent 
love for their countrj, had resolved to 
remedy its evils. Since the yi^L817 they 
had formed several societies^ similar to 
those in other countries^ especially tbat of 
the German Tugendbund. j|ie\bject of 
thèse associations was to diffus^Jofowledge 
by the establishment of public schools^ par- 
ticularly on the Lancasterian System ; to 
labour in favour of the émancipation of the 
vassals by the promulgation of libéral ideas 
and examples of gênerons enfiranchise- 
ment ; to remedy the abuses in the admi- 
nistration of justice, by not > refusing the 
fimctions which might be confided to their 
members*, by encouraging upright jud^es, 
and even affording them pecuniary.assist- 
once. It was their désire thus to aîd the 

* Rjleief |and Pobtshine, among others. had filled, 
with great crédit to themselves, offices that were far 
ft<om agreeable» ^ 
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efforts of Govemment, whîch they consi- 
dered to be insufficîent ; and so far firom 
tlinking that their views were blameable, 
they frequently wisbed to ask its assent and 
countenaii^/and were wîthheld only by tbe 
fear of not being adequately supported by 
its philanthi^py. 

A pewiod demandîng permission to open 
a subscij^ion for tbe émancipation of 
the vassals was, in fact, presented to the 
Emperor, though without leading to any 
resuit. The names of the most respectable 
men, such as Count Woronzow, Prince 
Menchiskof, were found among the peti- 
tioners. M. Wasiltschikof, now Président 
of the Council, first gave his assent, but 
subsequently withdrew it ; several of those 
whd signed the pétition fell into disgrâce 
in coç^sequence of doing so. 

The association, which was at first formed 
under the name of The Tfliioh of Safety, 
subseque'ntly assumed tbaft oî Imion of tJie 
Public Good, or of th^k GreeniBooh, from. 

VOL. h ' D 
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the eoloor of the binding of its statut^L 
It was dirided into tbe - Society of the 
KorthandthatoftlieBouth;- The&sthad 
its sittinga at Si. Petersbiurg^ tke latter ai 
Tultsddn. In Ifiâ» %he latter joined the 
âoeietj of the United Sdarcmans^ ani 
Moscow served as their ràXïjmg pomt» 
CoBBtitiitkMiaL ideaa were then in yogn^e, 
and had spr^id amoi]^ the enlight^i^ 
cbsBes, after the campaigns of 1813— ||ft 
The orgànization <^ society nec^s^rilj 
beeame the object of tlie délibérations c€ 
tbese meetings^ and was the s^bjeçt ^ 
fréquent and yrana debates^which^ howercâti^ 
rather resemMed prrTate;c(»iyersatioQâ ihsoL 
forma! dehberaticnifiL 

The existence of thèse soeîeties wa» 
denonnced, in 1820^ to the ij^paror Alem- 
ander^ who dîd not thinh it neeessasy to iiir* 
terfere apenly. In Jnne^ 1824^ a snbaltem 
offîeer, named Sherwood^ dired^d the atten^^ 
tion of i^ GofYemment to what he caQèdL 
a plot ; az^ on the Ist Becember Gaptaia 
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Mayborod% of thé regimcast of Viatka, 
addresBed a kétèr to tàe Emperor Alex- 
ft&dei^ impeacHûig^ tbe assocmticffi of whieb 
he was hiuaself a méfiafeor/ The mb^ 
lieutenant Bostootsof ateo ^inrote a letter ta 
the Grandj^Buke Hichola^, of wMcli Byl^ef 
obtaiaed a copy. On sîiowii^ it ta Im 
ferethre», on the evening of the 13th De- 
cember^ he exelaimed^*'Yoiii see that we 
âra betrajed: we must act — we must die 
în oûe way or other,," ^^ The scabbards are 
broken/' cried ctae of the members, "ouï 
adbres can no longer be ^àJ^ 

On the 14th (26th> December, when tbô 
gnardâ had just taken the oaths to Meholas^ 
the conspirators di^persed themselyes among 
the ranks, telling the soldiers that thej had 
been deceived; that Constantine had not 
abdicated; that' he was màrching to St. 
Petersburg, and wonld punish the traîtors* 
Prinee Stepâne Bostowsky wounded General 
Frederick» and General Shenshine, who 
attemptedto interpose his anthority- Bb 

d2 
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seized the colonrs, and four companies of 
the régiments of Moscow marched in opeu 
revolt against the palace. Lieutenants 
Southof and Panof brought up a detach- 
ment of grenadiers of the guards. ^^Do 
you hear that firing," cried S'îcholas Bes- 
tuchef to the Impérial marines : " they are 
assassinating your brethren;" and the 
whole battalîon instantly rushed to arms. 

On the other hand, General AJexis Orloff, 
whose brother was among the conspirators, 
advanced at the head of his cavalry to the 
defence of S'icholas. Thirteen hundred 
men were drawn up under the walls of the 
Senate-house ; Miloradovitch, Govemor- 
General of St. Petersburg, endeavoured ta 
înduce them to retum to obédience, but he 
was killed by Kahovsky. 

The Metropolitan, attired in ftdl epis- 
copal robes, advanced and raised his voice 
to stem the tumult, but it was drowned by 
the noise of the drums. Mcholas ordered 
a squadron of horse-guards to charge the 
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rebels, but the guards were repulsed; 
cannons were then brought up^ and a 
gênerai conveyed cartridges in bis car- 
rîage. The artillerymen refiised to fire, 
upon which he lighted tbe matcb bimself^ 
and the insurgents were dîspersed. Several 
balls were fired into the city in différent 
directions^ and a great number of the inha- 
bitants were killed or wounded, îf ext day 
(the 26th of December) the dead bodies 
were taken away in a barge, and order was 
completely restored. 

Colonel Pestel, the Président of the 
Southern Society, of which he was the life 
and sottl, was arrested the same day. 
Sergius Muravief, having received timely 
waming, escaped till the 29th, but his com- 
rades rescued him as well as his brother ; 
they excited the régiment of Tschemigof to 
revoit, and marched against Belaïa-Tzerkof. 
They were, howerer, attacked on the heights 
of Ustinovoke by a detachment of the corps 
of Geismar. The soldiers rushed towards 
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itJie casmon^ and tlie grape-shot tHnned 
thdr ranks. Hippol jtus Murayief féll dead 
lE^ntbe spot; Sergius was wounded; the 
eavalrj charged them qoel ail bi^s, and iâ^ej 
Mid down tibar «nns. 

A minute mqiurj was instîtuted tdt &t* 
Petersbuiç, and the Grand Bnke Miduwl 
wms among tliose ivho took part in the 
examinations, Yast numbers q£ perso&s 
weT'e arrasted on the slightest finepidon^ 
tteir papers larere diligently examinad, a»d 
îf no overt acts could be fomMl agaiîîfiat 
tbèm, words, whicli Hught haw been spoken 
tcaa yeara be&re were laid hoLà ^ thou^ 
parbapsscarœlj rememb^ed dithea: by thioai^ 
wbo wesre aceused of tbem, or those whp 
pr<^essed to h&ye bea^d thçm. Eve^^np^ 
poBÎng tbat cailuQany bad not ioduoNd Bom^ 
of tbe impeached to inak^ false de^ajatîoi^ 
&ar may hay^ led Ûmm to ebai;ge otber^, m 
màj&r to extennate tbeir oim foults; vords 
"mère wrested Irom tbeir tme ^tùe^tvcmi 
emmamiB made upon them^ and^ eonaider- 
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ing ihe serums nature of tke facta, re- 
tx)urse was had to extraordinary meaeures; 
persuasion was employed in some instaAces^ 
and in others intimidation. âoTeral of the 
nnfortunate victims were loaded with diains; 
«ome were nmde to confess inaccurate facts^ 
others to àgrt pure fictions ; and botk timea 
and events were confounded. 

^'Fear," says a Bussian prorerb, **îias; 
]arge ejes;" and the commission of inquiry 
converted facte of small importance into a 
monstrous affair^ while it at the same time 
endeavoured to rnin the conspirators in the 
publie q[)imon. It attacked iheir personal 
dignity, called their coucage in questioa^ 
loaded them with the grossest epithets^ and 
ridi^ed th^ politîeal viewsas vulgarphi- 
latttnr^py^, or the attempt of scoundreis. 

A carefîil examination of the acts of ao- 
cttsation will show at a glance the contra- 
dictions and nonsense with which th^ 
abounded^ and the total absence of ail proof . 
Defence was out of the question ; the con- 
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Bpirators were impeached by prejudiced 
accusers^ sentenced by servile judges, and 
were witbout the benefit of counsel. For in- 
stance^ Mr. Jakuschkin had offered to assas- 
sinate the Emperor witb bis own hand, — 
When ?— In 1817 ! But he yielded to the 
arguments of Von-Viesen and Sergius Mu- 
ravief. At a meeting, held at Kiew in 
1823, a motion to exterminate the Impérial 
family could not be adopted according to 
the act of indictment itself. Sergius Mu- 
ravief declared that he would not consent 
to régicide. Bestuchef-Rumin maintained 
the same opinion in a letter to Juschinski; 
with respect to the letter which he was 
accused of having addressed to the Secret 
Society of Poland, and in which he was said 
to bave demanded the death of Constantine, 
it was never dispatched. It was said, that it 
was intended to seize the person of the 
Czar at Bobruisk; who can prove that the 
means were wanting and not the will? 
Jukof exclaimed, that if the lot fell on him 
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to assassinate the Emperor he would kill 
himself. ]!f ikita Muravief desired only the 
propaganda: and declared the plan of ex- 
terminating the Impérial family to be bar- 
barous and impracticable. 

Matthew Muravief, in a letter of the 3rd 
of ÏTovember, 1824, to his brother Sergius, 
demonstrated the impossibility of any revo- 
lutionary convulsion. Takobovitsch, it was 
said, wished to revenge himself on Alex- 
ander and to kill him ; but he denied the 
accusation, and the commission ascertained 
that the other members of the Society 
endeavoured to hinder the exécution of this 
menace, which was nothing more than bra- 
yado. With respect to the assassination of 
I^icholas, the commission itself ascribed 
to Takobovitsch the foUowing words: "I 
will not undertake it; I hâve an honest 
heart and cannot become an assassin in cold 
blood." Bestuchef having, as it was said, 
expressed, an opinion that they could pe/ie- 
trcàe into the palace^ Batinkof exclaimed. 
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^' Ood forbîd !'^ If we may give crédit to 
tbe report of tbe eommission, Kalio&tky 
impnted to Sjlâéf the intention to mnrder 
CSonsobantine, but Bestusdief and Stembell 
denied this charge. 

Tlie accusation of régicide being dis- 
posed of^ we noff pr oceed to that of atitemfi- 
ing a Re public 

Bjléiéf stated tbat a Sepublic is a foUjr; 
tiiat they ougfat to strive for limited Mos^ 
arcbj, althougb tbis was not farourable to 
ihe dcTelopment of great chiuractenL He 
would not allow the Society tbe rigbt of 
establisbing a new order of things witliottt 
4àe concurreoce of tbe r^resentatiir^es of 
tbe nation. Batinkof evea said, tbat the 
pray^rs wbicb weie put up at mass for tbe 
Impérial £Etmily, TCudeared a B^ublic impo^ 
Bible in Buasia. 

The projects of a cinistitutîon aione re- 
mained. But who at tbtt tûne bad not 
drawn up nome sketch accordmg to bis own 
lierons j !Fhere was not a man capable ù£ 
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tIlinMng, who had luÂ tbe draft of a coBstî- 
tution in Mb pocket^ in Ms desk^ or in fais 
bead. The Ëmperor Alexander had thpee^ 
Hiat oi ÎTavogiljkzof^ tfaat of Speranskj and 
4àat ci Mardvinc^. Ko one thougkt of 
^œîng Tiolenee to impose tiûs oonstxtatîon^ 
-wîdch vms in fact not one; for, acoording to 
the very words of the commiesio!!, * Projecte 
-wîtliout connection, ^thout a basis, cannot 
he called plans.** The parties concemed 
-desired to avoîd shedding blood, and were 
persuaded tkat the Emperor wouM make a 
•concession, and would cause deputies to be 
^convoked^ and it was vdth this understand- 
isig that thej had repaired to the place of 
meeting. 

After more than fire months' investi- 
gation, the Commission of Inquiry com- 
pleted its laboors. Hie Emperor appointed 
a suprême tribunal, composed of the Council 
of the Empire, the Synod and the Benate, to 
décide on the fete of the accused. To 
thèse tbree public bodies several miUtaiy 
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and civil officers of high rank were added. 
This tribunal decided that, according to law, 
ail the prisoners, one hundred and twenty 
in number, deserved death; but it appealed 
to the Impérial clemency, and classed the 
criminals under eleven heads^ making an 
exception of five ofe-them, whom, it set 
apart^ on account of the enormity of theîr 
crime. Thèse were Pestel, Eyléiéf, Sergius 
Muravief, Bestuchef - Rumin, and Ka- 
hofsky, who were condemned to be quar- 
tered. Thirty-one individuals of the first 
category were sentenced to be beheaded; 
those of the second to incur political death; 
those of the third to undergo hard labour 
for life; those of the fourth to serve as pri- 
vate soldiers, retaining the rights of nobi- 
lity, &c., &c. 

The Emperor granted a commutation of 
thèse punishments; The five individuals 
condemned to be quartered were sentenced 
to be hanged: thus an indignity was put 
upon them even in the kind of death which 
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tihiey were to suffer. Those of tlie first 
category were condemned to liard labour 
for life; and the punishment of the re- 
maînder was mitigated in proportion. 

On the 13th (26th) Jnly, the exécution 
took place on the glacis of the citadel. 
The condemned were compelled to look on 
for a whole hour whîle the préparations 
were going on for their exécution; and 
their less wretched companions were forced 
to march round the gibbets; their swords 
were broken over their heads, and their 
epaulettes and military décorations thrown 
into the fire. The ropes to which Eyléiéf*, 
Muravief, and Bestuchf-Kumin were sus- 
pended unhappily broke, and thèse men 
were led to death a second time. Orders 
were given to erect gibbets instead of 
crosses on the graves of the officers kiUed 
at Ustinof ka. 

* The Commission of Inquiry has thought proper to 
desîgnate Ryléiéf as a sub-Ueutenant and journaliste 
He was at the head of an office, and a poet. 
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On the faUowing day the square in front 
of the Seimte-hoifâe, where the rerolt kfti 
taken plaee, was {mrified bj a reHgloua and 
expiatory ceremony. The Emperor seat 
one of hifl aid-de-campa to the wife of By- 
léiéf to assure her of hia pioteetion; l^ 
presented 60,000 ruhles to Pestel's father^ 
and to his brother he gave the ^^ulettes 
of an aid-de-camp în Ms service, whieh ga¥€r 
rise to the saying^ that he wore the rope 
with which his brother had heen hanged* 
Stostofzof's fortune was made; and Sher<* 
Mrood^ the informer, receired 60,000 rubles, 
a hous€^ and the title of Faithful, whick^ 
hoir ever^ did not save him from being sub- 
aequently expdled from his régiment for 
miseonduct* 

A manifeste of his Majesty of the IStht 
(26th) of July, înformed the world that he 
had seen with pleasure " the nearest rela-» 
tiens renounce and give up to justice the 
wretches who were suspected of being 
accomplices." 
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The soldiers who had taken paaH; in the 
infiiBTectioii were semt to Geoargiâi, and in 
the war whîch broke out sooa afterward^i 
ihej weie emplcKf ed in the first line against 
tfaet Fersiana. The regîmesitâ whieh bad 
]:!imaiB/ed loyal reeeîyed rewards: to one of 
them was giyen ihe uniform of Alexanderî, 
to others^. ïâs, initiab; and . to» the Don Cqb^ 
aacks^ hi^ aword. Fortunately^ we need not 
ga far to look for a criticism on ail thîa 
pcweeding. Fact% aaalc^oiiâ to thoae 
wiàck we hare related^ had just taken place 
in a neighbouxing countrj^ trihutary ta 
Bassk, but enjoying a caoïe enlîghtened 
administration^ They had residts whkh: 
unanswerably condemned thearbitrary pro^ 
oœdîxtgs of despotism^ and proved^ ineon- 
tœtibly^ tbe smperlority of a constîtuti^nal 
gcnrenaiaent, Th^ inquiry^ instituted at 
^. Petersburg, shewed tbat tbere were in 
Foiand secret societies whicb bad even been 
connected witb the Southern Society. The 
attention of the Goyemment was naturaUy 
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turned to them^ and an investigation was 
ordered to be made at Warsaw. It was 
ascertained, in fact, that ever since 1821 
there had existed in Poland the National 
Patriotic Society; and that, in the follow- 
ing year, Mazefsky had organized the 
Society of the TemplarSy on the model of 
that of Scotland. Uminski, Jablonowski, 
Soltyk, Krzynanowski, were members of 
thèse soeieties, the principal object of which 
was the restoration of Poland. The Com- 
mission of Inquiry clas^ed the accused 
under five catégories, and the Senate was 
charged to décide on their fate. It ap- 
pointed advocates as counsel for the pri- 
soners; the proceedings were public, and 
lasted a month; after which the suprême 
court ordered a new act of accusation, 
which, with the exception of one dissentient 
voice, that of General Count Krazynski, 
unanimously set aside the charge of high 
treason, acquitted the greater part of 
the accused, and condemned the others 
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to some months' imprisonment. The Em- 
peror ordered the judges to be reprimanded, 
a thing before unheard of ; and he consoled 
himself by confining the accused în the 
dimgeons of St. Petersburg: this was a 
violation of the constitution^ and was one 
of the grievances subsequently alleged in 
defence of the PoKsh révolution. 

But to retum to Eussia: — 

On the 3rd of September (22nd Octo- 
ber),* 1826, the coronation of the Emperor 
took place at Moscow, in the midst of 
such pomp and cérémonies, that a hand- 
some woman exclaimed, ^'How vexations it 
is that such fêtes are so rare ! " The people 
were invited to a monster feast at Devitsche 
Polé, but when the crowd feU on the viands 
which had been prepared for them, they 
were driven away by the fire engines. A 
manifesto reduced, by five years, the term 



* One of thèse dates must be wrong; perhaps thej 
should be 20th September and 2nd October. 
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of imprisonment to which the political prir 
soners were condemued- 

On the 16th (28th) of September, m 
ÎQ^perial manîfesto declared war agaiast. 
Persîa.. Thç Treaty of Gulîstan of tii^: 
asth of October, 1813, had leffc a» opening 
tqr. inévitable disputes by stipulfUing, that 
eitber of the.two contracting parties should 
lave the powet of enlarging its territoriiEil 
possessions acoording to circumstances^.on 
condition of indenmifying ihe party injured. 
By virtue of this stipulation, Eussia had 
occupied the coast of Lake Gokteh% offéiK 
ing to Persia, by way of îndemnity, the 
tenitory comprehended between the rivejrs 
Capunaktchay and Tschudow; but the Shaji 
declined accepting this arrangement. 

Prince Menchikof, who ^ras dispatched 
ly the Emperor to settle the différence^ 
i¥as refused an audience. The Khan of 
Talychyn massacred the Eussian garrison 
of Erivan, and Abbas Mirza,,heir to the 
Persian throne, invaded the province of 
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SlimbetHpol, at l^e head of 50,000 re^ 
gular troops. The Musselman tribes o£ 
tbe Càucasus rose at his approach. On 
ijie 2rid (14th) of September Madatof de- 
faated tîhe yanguard of the Fensian army^ 
60& tbe Schamkbor, and occupiëd the town» 
irfElizabethpol. On the 21îit Paskéwitsek 
joined' with bis division of 9000 men, ani 
defeatedAbbas Mirza, on the banks of thé 
river Djéham, two leagues from Elizabethi- 
pol, from which place this battle took its 
name. The Persians repassed the Araxes, 
and: Grabbe obtained some advantages on, 
the coast of the Caspian. Paskewitsch was 
a^ypointed Gommander-in^hief in the room 
c£ TermoloflF, and Benkendorf succeeded 
Madatof in tiie command of the vanguard* 
Etohmiadzin surrendered without résist- 
ance, in April, 1827. Paskewitsch crossed 
the AraxeS; and defeated the enemy's anny 
in. tfte battle of Djwan-Bulak; the -mcto- 
rzous sbamdard of the vanquished^ fell into 
the hands of the Eussians^ and Abbas Abad 

£ 2 
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Burrendered lo them on the 19tH (31st) 
of July. 

Thèse successes did not, however, hînder 
thé Persians from besieging Etchmiadzin. 
Krassowsky in vain endeavoured to make 
them raise the siège, and Paskewitsch was 
obliged to repair to his aid. The Persian 
Prince again crossed the Araxes^ and Sar- 
dar Abbas surrendered to the Eussians, and 
Erivan was occupied on the 13th of October, 
after six days' siège. On the 26th, Tauris, 
the capital of Adzerbadaidjan, and soon 
after, Ali-jar-Kan, shared the same fate. 
The Persians sued for peace, and con- 
férences were opened on the 2nd of Jî^o-' 
vember. Eussia demanded the cession of 
the provinces of Erivan and Ifakitchevan, 
and an indemnification of twenty millions 
of silver rnbles. Abbas Mirza accepted 
thèse conditions; bnt the Shah's ratifica- 
tion was delayed for three months, which 
obliged Paskewitsch to résume hostilities. 
On the 16th (27th) of January, 1828, he 
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occupiedXJrmiah; Souktel entered Ardebyl, 
and on the lOth (22nd) of Febniary the 
treaty was signedat Turkmantchai. Paske* 
witsch received, as a reward for his conduct 
in this campaîgn^ a million in money^ and 
the title of Ooimt of Erivan. Bussia ac- 
qnired two provinces by this war, which 
cost^er more labom* than men. 

The war with Persia was scarcely ended 
when that with Turkey broke out. On the 
14th (26th) of August, 1828, a manifesto 
of the Emperor was published, followed 
by an expknatory déclaration, to which 
the Porte replied on the 4th of June. 
The two parties accused each other of not 
having observed the treaty of Bucharest. 
Turkey reproached Bussia with having 
çountenanced the insurrection of the Greeks^ 
with having supported and received Tpsi- 
lanti, and fomented troubles in Moldavia 
and Wallachia. Bussia, on her part, ac- 
cused the Divan of having stimulated the 
Çircassans to revolt, of having fetteyed the 
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commerce of the Black Se% ykiaieà tâie 
amnesty which had been gcanted to âerKHi» 
âupported the résistance of Persia^ jbiA 
retarded the peace which liad just been 
concluded with that power. 
, Immediately after the dedaration^ IFkdA 
Marshal Prince Wittgenstein plaoed liim- 
self at the head of an army of 105;00§ 
men, and on the 7th of Maj oorossed .the 
Pruth at three points ; Jassj and Bochaxedt 
were immediately occupied^ and .the admi- 
nistration of the iwo principalities was giveoi 
to Count Fabien. The third corps passeA 
the Danube on the 8th of Jmie^ and i^^ 
;sieged Kusten(^ï« The Zaporogue Cossaoks^ 
who had been subject to Turkey for two 
centuries, retumed to the dominical ^ 
fiussia, and their example was followed if 
4hese of IN^eckrazow. The Grand Buhe 
JÇdtael besieged Brailow^ at the head «f 
ihe seventh corps^ and the Emperor repaised 
jthither in person on the 20th of May« (àa 
'il^ l^th of June an attempt was jnade 
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rte take the place by storm, but ît faîled; 
'Oaae laine "blew up too soon, enotber did net 
♦explode at ail, and no practicable breadi 
^WSKS effected. The troops rushed to lilfe 
fmmpaTts and sustained great loss, and the 
*€rrand Dnke was conrpelled to gîve the 
signal for retreat. In the course ef the 
©ext day the mine which had not pre^onsly 
'exploded, made a considérable breach, 
The Turkish Pasha surrendered the place 
<m 4;he 181*i of June, and withdrew with the 
tienouTs of war. The Emperor cooferred 
on the Grand Duke Michael the order of 
St. George of the second class. 
' MenscMkof took Anapa on the lltb^ 
Kustendji submitted on the 20âi, anâ 
Bazardschik was occupied without resîst- 
linoe on the 6th of July. Ab engagement 
3imfi fought imàer its walls, which was disK 
fl^dvantageous to the.Tuïts. A severe cou*- 
test took place on the 20th of July, in the 
direction of Séhumla ; the Turks retired to 
their camp, and the Bussians erected some 
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redoubts. Count Soukheln advanced 
against Yama, and was repulsed. XJscha- 
kow came to his aid^ but could not pre- 
vent a Turkish reinforcement from en- 
tering the town. General Eoth invested 
the fortress of SiHstrîa, and Geismar was 
ordered to protect Wallachia. A very 
Smart action took place before Scbumla^ on 
the 28tli of July, but which did not lead to 
any important results. Menschikof had 
taken the command of the siège of Yama^ 
and Admirai Greig blockaded ihe town by 
sea. 

In Asia^ General Faskewitsch opened the 
campaign on the 7tb of July^ and on the 
15th he took Kars. The fortress of Poti^ 
the only one possessed by the Turks on the 
east coast of the Black Sea^ surrendered on 
the 26th to a detachment of the troops of 
Georgia. On the 4th of September, Faske- 
witsch gained a complète victory under the 
walls of Akhalzik, which surrendered on 
the 8th^ after a vigorous résistance, in 
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which the Sussions suffered considérable 
loss. 

While the Emperor went to Odessa^ to 
Iiasten the arrivai of reinforcements^ and to 
order a new levy of recruits, the Sultan was 
actively preparing measures of résistance ; 
he caused the Bosphorus to be fortified^ the 
ships of war to be repaired, and troops to 
be armed and exereised at Constantinople. 
The Seraskier^ Hussein Pasha^ was shut up 
•în Schumla with an army of 60^000 men. 
Joussuf and the Captain Pasha were gone to 
défend Varna. The Grand Vizier had re* 
paired in person to the camp. The plague, 
which had broken out at the opening of the 
campaign^ extended its ravages more and 
more in the ranks of the Eussians; pro- 
visions and forage were becoming scarce; 
the cavaJry was visibly losing its horses; 
and the population flying at the approach 
of the enemy, left the country a désert* 
The présence of the Emperor, far from 
being a stimulus and an advantage, was 
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ojHj b, restraint^ because it checked the a»- 
thority of the general-in-chief ; but xm- 
ieifpûj ibis was not imderstood waiSL it ^vas 
d;oo late. 

The Fasha of Widdîn^roceeded to offen^ 
tsi^e measures^ and fo?ced General Geismar 
d^o^retfogxade and to abandon bis oamp; bot 
can energetic movement ^¥e bim the Vi(K 
iory, and jcompelled the Turks to fly beyond 
ihe Danube, lea^ng in ihe hands of tbe 
£uâsians 24: standards and 600 carriages 
loaded mÛi aimnumtion« This was on tfae 
aeth of Septenïher. On the fith /and J8tb> 
.General B,oth.gained some adyantages be^ 
foreâchumla; but the Eisssiansbadfflistained 
a^shock on the night of the 2Sth of AugnsL 

The TutJtb attacked themat ihree pcûnts; 
On the first, they carried a .uedoubt corn- 
toîmdeà by General Wrede, ^o was killed^ 
vnûi ail bis men ; at the isecond point, thef. 
obliged General Eiidiger to destroy bis in^ 
trenchments at !E»ki-Btanfboul ; iand at &b 
tbird, they captured a pièce of ^saxmoiu 
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£)n the foQowing day i;he7 occupîed Eskk 
fitembeml^ îwhich >restor.ed >the cammanicft^ 
iianof the Turks with Adrianople. Thèse 
sueceaaes permitted ;a Torkish detaichmesËb 
jbo ^ to âie.aid df YarMa. 

On the 7th of August, Admirai Gh?eig 
œized 14 Turkigh reseelB, and then caused 
Uba magazines and the arsenal of Heada tô 
te destrojed. Gaptain Kriizki iook 13 
{ttfioes of camion/spiked the others^ and blew 
np the œsenel. 

. 1@nthe:21st of August^ >P]ince Menschi^ 
ài>f.{wiis npfounded before Yarna^ and "was 
Bneeeeded by Oount Wmonzow in the'com- 
iBsnd oî ihe csiege* The impérial gnardâ 
«aived to rainforce the armj^ and on ihe 
iL2thx)f Beptember^ General Golai^yn ocoik 
;iîed the heigfats of Gulata; but hamg 
^aentthe régiment of chasseurs of the guard 
to leconnoitre a Turki^h K^erps whieh wa6 
^idmQomg on ^he road firom Aidos^ that 
ireghnent was eut to pièces^ and €l«nerflï 
^btrtuDg was kiUed in -this action. On Ihe 
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28th of September, General Freytag lost 
his life in a desperate combat^ in wUch 
both parties claimed the victory. On the 
SOth, a EuBsian brigade^ having ventured 
too far, was rougbly bandled, and Greneral 
Jamow was killed. 

The Works of the besiegers being far ad- 
vanced, the brave Lieutenant Zaitzewsky, 
at the head of some marines, reinforced by 
the volunteers of the guard, entered Varna 
by the breach, on the 7th of October. He 
took possession of a bastion, and penetrated 
into the town, but not being supported, he 
was obliged to retreat, after having spiked 
seven Turkish guns. The next day, Joussuf 
Fasha sent a secretary to open a confér- 
ence, and on the 9th he came himself on 
board a Eussian vessel; on the lOth he 
surrendered, and soon afterwards went to 
the Orimea to receive the guerdon of his 
treason. His people foUowed his example^ 
and laid down their arms; the Oaptain 
Pacha obtained permission to rejoin the 
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Turkish àrmy. On the 12th he left Varna 
at the head of three hundred men ; and the 
Bnssians entered the town immediately 
afterwards. The Emperor sent twelve 
Turkish guns to Warsaw, in memory of the 
death of Wladislaus VI., who was killed 
in 1444 under the walls of Varna, which 
were reputed to be impregnable ; but thèse 
guns did not reach theîr destination; they 
were cast on shore during a stonn, and fell 
àgain into the hands of the Turks. The 
property which Joussuf possessed in Turkey, 
as well as his harem and his family, were 
sequestered. The Oaptain Pasha took the 
place of the Vizier, who was exfled to Gal- 
lipolis. At the same time the siège of 
Schmnla was raised^ Silistria abandoned; 
the Bussian anny retired to Jassy, in a 
complète state of disorganization, and the 
Emperor retumed to St. Petersburg. 

On the 25th of Januaxy, General Lan« 
geron took Kalé after two days' fighting; 
Tumow surrendered on the 1 Ith of February, 
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and thirty Turkiah ahips were àesbraj^i 
l^fore* ifTicopaliBé. 

On the 18tb o£ Febraarj, Diebitsck waa 
uppoînted oommaadea^în-cliiief ia the^ rcHom 
o£ I^Mice Witigensteînj wha took leaTor^ ef 
tbe armjr oe the 27th. Coimt Toll. ma» 
placed ati ilie liead o£ the staff;: Fsesi^nt;. 
!?ahlisuiw4is recalled to St Petei«Amrg; andr 
Langeroa took his leave* The^ EusBmn: 
aarmj waa* aagnœnted ta< tHe number o£ 
t9«^ Iiuudi:«d^ and fortj thousand men ;, and^ 
t^elre âhips of tàe line were stationed in the^ 
Black Sea. 

OiLthe 27ih of February, Eear-Admixal* 
Ejmnani took the town of Sizeboli, twenty-* 
fere leagues ôx)m Constantinople. The Turks- 
s£berwaxdB made an unsuccessful attempt to 
take possession of the redoubt, which the 
Bussîajis had thrown up in haste. 

On the 7iâi of jkigust the fiussians wepe^ 
attacked near Silistria by a part of the gàr- 
rfeon,. which was repulsed, and ike city 
besieged. On the same daj, Greneral Roth^ 
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hihâr. mu engagement^, near .Etavadj, witli! 
t^e new p'and yîzir^ Besehid Pas&a^. and 
behig isediifôrGed by General Waphter,;. het 
oMiged the enemy to retoeafc: but tàe latter 
being succoured; on their return^. laUied to 
tbè* charge,, and did not desist till tbe eyesL- 
ing^^after both paitiei» had sustained eon^t< 
dexable Ibas. Major-Greneral Binden waa 
^ed: m; tbb affair. The Bussian corn.-- 
mander'^m-ohiefniarched on the lât of June 
to suceour Hoih, and surrounded the Grand 
Yifflr., Gn the llth of June the battle of 
Kulewtscha took place, which la»ted four 
hâurs, during which the EuB^ans, notwitb^ 
^nding the superiority of their number,, 
suffered severely; the Grand Vizir forced 
hâs passage through the Soisaian anny, and 
oecupied a strong position, which he was 
obiiged to abandon the next day, with 
a loss which was estimated by the Eussians 
ai five thousand kiUed and one thousand 
five hundred prisoners. The officiai bulletin, 
cûmpared this battle to those of Kagul 
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and Rymnik^ leaving it to history to place 
Diebitsch by the side of Bomanzoff and 
Suwarrow. The General-in-Chief then 
eaused proposais for peace to be made^ 
whicb however came to nothing. 

The news of this victory aflfëcted Silistria, 
the entire fortifications of which had been 
at length demolished. Some shells, which 
were thrown into the town, eaused great 
terror; a mine, which opened a breach in 
the heart of the fortress, completely dis- 
couraged the besîeged. The two Pashas 
capitulated, and, together with their garri- 
son, surrendered as prisoners of war. The 
Eussians entered the place on the Ist of 
July. 

In Asia, the opening of the campaign 
was retarded by a crime committed against 
the Ambassador at Téhéran. On the 12th 
of February, the Eussian légation attempted 
to detain an Armenian woman, who was a 
Eussian subject ; this eircumstance excited 
the indignation of the populace, who pro- 
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ceeded in anns to the hôtel of the legatio4. 
Some of their paxty having been killed by 
the Cossacks^ the crowd massacred ail the 
persons attached to the légation^ with the 
exception of the Secretarj, who was absent 
at the time. The Shah^ to prevent any dis- 
agreeable discussion^ punished the guiltj, 
and sent his grandson to St. Fetersbnrg to 
express to the Emperor his regret at the 
occurrence. Being released from aJl apprer 
.hension on that side^ Paskewitsch resnmed 
.hostilities in Asia where AkhaLdk was be- 
sîeged by the Turks. On the 13th of May, 
;General Bourzof defeated Achmet Khan. 
. On the Ist of July^ Paskewitsch^ anticipating 
«the jonction of the Seraskier of Erzerum 
:with Hagki Pasha^ in the yalley of Zevine, 
.marched.against the former^ whom he put 
to flight^ and on the next day defeated the 
.latter whom he took prisoner; thirty-one 
. pièces of cannon, nineteen standards^ and 
ififteen hundred prisoners were the trophies 
of this two-fold victory. On the .5th of 
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Jvly he took Hassan-Khale^ titie ke j of 
Erzerum, the capital of Turcomania whicb 
«urrendered on the 9th. 

' After the taking of Silistria^ Génial 
Biebitsch resolyed to cros& tiie Balkans 
vhile the GvBSià Vizir ^cpected him undar 
éhe walls of Schumla. The three corps 
formed into two eolumns^ passed the rirer 
Eamtshik^ and easily carried^ or tuniei 
làe Uttle posts which the Turks had opposed 
to them* The Yizir attacked Bûdig^^ 
^near Aidos^ on the 21st of Julj^ faut 
was repulsed^ and the Bussians in consei- 
quence of thèse advantages took possessiân 
of Aidos and Kamabach. Halœ Pasha vrm 
not more suecessful than the Yizir in his 
Attack at Jamboli and Selimno^ which the 
Bussians took by storm on the llth of 
'Angust. 

On the 19th the Bnssian armj was in 
sigM of Adrianople^. which opened its gâtes 
the next day; thence it marched im to 
Ejnos. Meantime, its rear under Gênerais 
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Siummr. Geismai:, and Erussowaki oonti<^ 
nued to bç severely harassed* 

The Prmssian gênerai. Baron Mûfflîn^ 
urged the Divan to conclude peaee, eon^ 
formablj to the instructions wliich he had 
xeceiyed from his Government, after a visit 
which the Emperor Ifieholas had paid to 
Berlin. On the 28th of August, two Eus- 
49Îan negotiators, Count Alexis Orloff and 
Oount Pahlen arrived at Burgos, and the 
Turkish envoys, Mehemet-Sadi Eflfendi and 
Abul-Eadir-Bey repaired to the Eussia^ 
head-quarters for this same purpose; other 
xiegotiaiions oommenced on the 30th^ and 
the treaty of peace was signed on the 14th 
of September. Eussia retained the cou;- 
^ quered territory bordering on Imeritia and 
Georgia, Anapa, Poti, Akhalzik, &c., &c., 
and the Dardanelles were thrown open to the 
commerce of ail nations. The Porte engaged 
to pay eleven millions and a half of Dutch 
ducats in the course of eighteen months, 
and give its assent to the treaty of the 6th 

p2 
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of July, 1827, concemîng Greece. Lastly, 
it boond itself to restore to the Princîpa- 
lities^ the establishments on tbe left bank of 
the Danube. The hospodars were to bè 
appoînted for lîfe, and the taxes hitherto 
paid in kind, were henceforward to be paid 
m money. 

On the 24th of May the Emperor was 
crowned at Warsaw. He pronounced on 
his knees a prayer^ in which we observe the 
foUowing words, "O my Lord, and my 
Gk)d, may my heart be always in Thy hand|^ 
and may I reign for the happîness of my 
people, and to the glory of Thy holy name^ 
according to the charter granted by my 
august predecessor, and already swom ix) 
by me, in order that I may not dread to 
appear before Thee on the day of the last 
judgment." 

From Warsaw the Emperor and Empress 
proceeded to Berlin. 

Khosrow-Mirza, the son of Abbas-Mirza, 
came to St. Petersburg to implore pardon 
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for the crime of the 12th of February, 
1829. 

In Febnmry, 1830, two Turkish ambas- 
sadors arriyed, who obtaîned a déduction of 
tbree millions from the contribution im^ 
posed on their country. 

On the 28th of May the Emperor opened 
the Polish Diet, with a speech in ^e French 
language, and in a very lofty tone. Some 
complaints were heard in this assembly, ta 
which the Czar paid little attention. Thèse 
complaints related to the suppression of 
publicity for the discussions of the Diet, to 
ihe restrictions on the press, the vexations 
oonduct of the police, and the cruelties of 
Gonstantine. - 

The news of the révolution of the 30th 
of July was the spark that kindled the ele-^ 
ments of discontent which existed in War- 
saw. On the 29th of J^ovember the stan- 
dard-bearers forced the entrance of the 
Belvidere palace; Grendre and Lubowicki 
were- killed; Constantine escaped by a 
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âecret door, and took refuge în the ranks 
of iiis guard. The Polish hussars flew ta 
ârms, and seîzed on the arsenal. Ôonstan- 
tîne had 10,000 men, and migM hâve 
crushed the revolt în the bud; but hîs 
courage failed him, and he preferred eva- 
<îuatîng Warsaw. A provisional adminis- 
tration was instîtuted în that city, of whîcb 
Prince Adam Ozartoryski was président^ 
and Clopîcki received the command of the 
troops. The new authority sent proposais 
to the Grand Duke's camp^ to which he 
was not authorized to accède. He retired 
înto Wolhynia. Olopicki was nomînated die- 
tator, and the ï)iet was convoked for the 18th 
of December. It continued Olopickî în hîs 
post, and formed a national council, to take 
the place of the provisional government. 

On the 24th of December, !Nicholas pub- 
lished a manifesto agaînt ^Hhe infarMms 
ireasons, which employed lies, threats, and 
delusive promises, in ordter to subject the 
peaceable inhabitants to a few rebels," 
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• ** The Pôles," says the manifesto^ " who 
after so many misfortunes enjoyed peace aud 
prosperity uuder the shadow of oux power, 
precipitate themselves anew into the abyss of 
levolutionand calamity, are an assemblage of 
ereduhm beings,who, though already seîzed 
■with terrer at the thought of the chastise- 
ment which awaits them, dare to dream for 
a few moments of victory, and to propose 
<^nditions to Us, their lawful Sorereign!" 

On the lOth of January, 1831, the Pôles 
published a manifesto, stating their griev* 
ances. it coutains the following para- 
graphfi. "The union of the crown of au 
Autocrat and of a constitutional King is 
one of those political anomalies which 
eannot long exist, Everybody foresaw tha|b 
èhe kingdom would become the germ of 
libéral institutions for Eussia, or succumb 
«nder the iron hand of its despotism; the 
question was soon decided. Publie instrucr 
jtjmi was corrupted; a System of obgcurant- 
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ism was organized; the people were shut 
out from ail means of obtaining instruc- 
tion; an entire Palatinate was deprired of 
its représentation in the Council; the 
Ghambers lost the facultj of voting the 
budget ; new burthens were imposed ; mo- 
nopolies were created^ calculated to dry up 
the sources of the national wealth; and the 
Treasurj, augmented by thèse measures^ 
became the prey of paid hirelings, infa- 
mous incendiary agents, and despicable 
spies." 

^^ Oalunmy and espionage had penetrated 
eren into the priracy of familles ; had in- 
fected with their poison the liberty of do- 
mestic life, and the ancient hospitality [of 
the Foies had become a snare for inno- 
cence. Personal liberty, which had been 
solemnly guaranteed, was violated; the 
prisons were crowded; courts-martial were 
appointed to décide in civil cases, and im- 
posed infamous punishments on citizens. 
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whose only crime was tliat of having at- 
tempted to save from corroption the spirit 
and the character of the nation." 

AU the proposais of Poland having been 
rejected with contempt by the Emperor of 
Buflsia^ war became inévitable. Clopicki^ 
doabtfiil of success^ resigned the oflSce of 
Dictator^ and entered the PoUsh army as a 
private volunteer. He was succeeded in 
his post bj Badzivill, and afterwards by 
Skzynecki.' 

On the 26th of January, 1831, the Polish 
Diet, on the motion of Prince Boman 
Soltyk, declared ihat the Emperor I^icholas 
had forfeited the throne; and in consé- 
quence of this bold step, the Bussian army 
invaded Poland in the month of February. 

The particulars of this heroic conflict are 
well known; such as the drawn battle of 
Grochow of the 19th and 20th; the sangui- 
naiy combat of Praga of the 25th of the 
same month; that of Ostrolenka of the 
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26th of Maj^ in which the Pôles so ob^ 
natelj dkiputed a yictory^ which the Bas* 
sians did liot tum to accoimt* The laureb 
which General Geismar had gaîned in the 
war with Turkey, were hlighted in this cam- 
paign; for on the 14th of Jannary^ Dwer- 
nicki took from him eleren pièces of can* 
non ; on the 19th he was beaten at Wayei^ 
and together with Bosen^ was defeated ai; 
Dembewilkie. ^STevertheless, ail the at- 
tempts of the Pôles to raise an insurrec- 
tion in Lithuania and Wolhynia were înef- 
fectual, and only caused the loss of the 
troops which had been sent to thoge pro- 
vinces. On the 17th of April Kreutz de- 
feated Sierawski ; Eûdiger discomfited 
Dwemicki, and obliged him to retreat into 
Anstria^ where his corps was disarmed; 
Ghrzanowski and Jankowski^ who seconded 
kîm in Wolhynia^ shared the same isàe. 
dlapowski and Gielgud^ having been beaten 
at Wilna by General Sacken, took refuge 
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in Prussia^ where thej also were disanned. 
Dexabinski aloi^e was able to préserve his 
troops, and take them back to Warsaw, 

Dîebitsdi died on the lOth of June^ and 
th.e Grand Duke Constantine sixteen dayd 
after. Paskewiiacb took the command of 
the troops, passed the Yistula on the 29th 
of July, and on the 6th of September made 
the mémorable attack on Warsaw, which he 
entered on the .8th. The vengeance of 
fTicholaswas fearful. The vanquished wero 
treated as criminals; patriotism and inde- 
pendence, virtues which we should rejoice 
to see ppssessed bj the Bussians^ were un* 
puted as crimes to the Foies. Biberia^ the 
Gaucasus^ and the anny^ were filled with 
thèse unhappy beings; Poland was incorpo^ 
rated with Eussia^ and, contrary to aU 
treaties, became a province of that empire» 
Every specîes of punishment was inflicted; 
and neither property nor the ties of family 
were respected. 

Europe, to which Poland had in vain 
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Btretched ont her arms^ saw thèse enor- 
mitîes without protesting, and suffered 
ail thèse crnelties to be exercised with 
impunitj; but Heaven vîsited Bussia with 
its chastisements. Bevolt, stîfled on one 
side, rose in the veiy heart .of Rnssia 
herself. Two hundred officers perished at 
Novgorod and at Staraîa Boussa. The 
ravages of the choiera were succeeded by 
&niine in 1833 and 1840. The public dis- 
tress was extrême. The winter palace at 
St. Petersburg was destroyed by fire in 
1838; death deprived the Emperor of a 
beloved daughter. ffistory in short, the 
suprême judge of kings, has not wait^d tOl 
Nicholas has ceased to live or to reign, to 
accuse him of tyranny. 
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Chapter n. 

GENERAL VIEW. 

Those who speak against Eussia are 

greatly mistaken. Men there enjoy a large 

share of freedom^ and life upon the whole is 

not without its attractions. What is there 

that men are not firee to do? Take tea m 

^the evening or in the moming in a cup or iii 

a glass, with or without cream; take one, 

two, three, or forty cups if y ou hâve a 

-mind; put sugar into your.tea or hold it m 

your haxidyÇv priJccrnshm,^ or hang a pièce 

to the ceiling^ and let each of the company 

-taste it by tums; do, in this respect, just as 

you please. Mix water with your wine or 
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not, nobody will interfère with you. Drink 
French or Spanish wines as you choose, or 
eren Portuguese, if you please. White 
wine or red, you hâve your choice. You 
need be under no appréhension of spendîng 
ail your fortune: for the patemal Govern- 
ment of Bussia bas guardians for spend- 
tbrifts. Bide in a droshki or in a chariot, 
with one or two horses; nay, even with four 
if you are a noble: you bave a right to do 
60, unless it be true, as is pretended, tbat 
the Emperor Nicholas, offended at the ha.- 
nry displayed by some young people wiUi- 
out titles, bas limited the prérogative ai 
driving with four horses to the dignitaries 
of the first four dasses: let your horses be 
of the same or of différent colours, — ^thp 
choice is yours. Drive slowly or at full 
gallop, provided you do not run ova: 
anybody, and if such a misfortune should 
hc^pen, you will escape with the loss Qf 
your horses^ and some coups de hâton to 
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yonr coachman'*'. But joa must take carç 
not to paBs the Emperor; courtesy pre«» 
scribes tins as a law^ and propriety, in this 
instance, is in aecordance with the reguliu- 
tions. 

Do you prefer a brunette or a fair lady? 
pay your court to her who takes your fancy* 
Keep one woman ox two clandestinely, 
but do not commit adultery; punishment 
awaits you, even though there should be no 
Gomplaint on tbe part of the busband: this 
is justice* Do not seduce a maiden^ you 
will be compelled to marry her« Beware 

* Baron Dellrnshausen» Adjutant-General to tbe 
Emperor, one day broke tiie file of carrîages in a publie 
pcomenade. The Polke laid the blâme on bis coaob- 
man, and tbe Baron wrote a virulent letter to the 
Govemor-General of St. Petersburg. On Easter day, 
when be vent in bis tum to compliment tbe Czar, tbe 
Utter put him aside» taying» tbat be did not embrace tbe 
difltorbers of public order. Tbe Creneral tendered bis 
résignation, and the Emperor sent bim tbe ribbon of 
tbe Wbite Eagle, wbicb restored bim to tbe service. 
Tbia is tbe wiy i& wbieh family quarrels aie generally 
made up. 
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also of meddling with the pupils of the 
théâtre, unless you bave a mind to pass 
some months in prison, as happened to 
Prince V.: the Bmperor is very strict on 
this point. Do not elope either with a single 
or a married ladj, if you do not choose to lose 
yoTu* rank, like Count F., who, for havii^ 
married without the consent of his wife's 
parents, lost his rank in the guards, and 
was transferred to the army. That he bas 
since become Equerry to his Majesty is 
owing to the circumstance of his having led 
the ass which carried the Empress across 
the mountaîns of Saxon Switzerland, a 
chance which not every one is likely to 
meet with. !N^otwithstanding ail this, you 
may still act the part of a Bussian Faublcts. 
Without drawing down upon yourself any 
'înconyenience, you may marry ten times in 
your life, provided you ask for your bride 
only such as bave not attained the légal 
âge for marriage. A divorce will be 
granted you as often as you bave become 
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a husband, and your chUdren cannot even 
bear your name. The innocent alwaya 
suffer for the guilty. 

Do you love the théâtre? Tou harô; 
erery variety: the French, the Gennan^ 
the Eussian, and the Italian, the opéra and 
ballets at St. Petersburg, Moscow, and 
even at Odessa. If yoii prefer the French 
théâtre^ you* must take care to put on a 
proper dress, because the Emperor often 
fréquents ît. Do not remain seated when he 
stands, nor applaud when he does not : it 
would be at variance with décorum. 

Employ whatever tailor you prefer j 
dress as you please, provided that there îs 
nothing in your dress which may o5Bfend the 
Emperor. Beware of wearing a beard; 
you would be politely invited to shave, for 
the sight of a beard affects the Emperor's 
nerves. Do not wear your hair too long : 
ihe Emperor îs bald ! 

*' Marry, you will do well !" as the Grand 
Duke Michael says. Do not marry, and 
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you will do better. If you espouâe the 
daughter of aome great functionarj^ jou 
must first hâve the consent of his Majesty 
jihe Emperor. This is logic. 

Betire to rest at what hour you like: 
paâs the night in gambling if you please, 
only do not play at forbidden games, nor 
stake too bigb: your own servant might 
denounce you to tbe police. Consult wbat^ 
€ver pbysician enjoys your eonfidence^. îf 
you are so happy as to find a good one. 
'Kead tbe books which you prefer^ even 
sucb as are probibited: tbey are easîly 
procured. Write and publish, but strictly 
observe tbe existing laws on the subject, 
and conform to the ideas of the Grovem- 
ment. The censorship would not exempt 
you from responsibility for articles which 
it may bave suffered to pass unnoticed. 
When you walk abroad^ bow to the Em- 
peror if you meet him, because he is ex^ 
tremely tenacious on this point ; bow also 
to the Grand Duke Michael, even though 
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he shonld never retum the complîmeat. 
Do not assume tbe character of a brawler 
cr a bully ; the capital îs the property of tbe 
Emperor^ who insists on thé observance of 
good manners and tbe public peace. Do 
not smoke in the streets, for fear of setting 
sometbing on fire. You must be in the 
jmblic service, or at least hâve been so ;; 
this is an established rule, and you are 
looked up(m with an evil eye if you are 
not. You bave a vaiîety to choose ont of, 
from the jacket of the hussar to the cuirass 
ci the borse-guard, and the dress of a civil 
fimctionary ! Choose that branch of the 
service in which you bave some relations or 
some connexions that may aid your pro- 
motion. 

Travel, if that kind of Efe suits your 
taste. Every well-educated man ought to 
vîsît other countries. Go even to France; 
tiie Emperor does not like it, but he winks 
at it; but when there, conduct your^lf 
with prudence : do not meddle with writîng, 

o2 
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•ï-do not connect yourself wîth any asso- 
ciation ; do not hâve any întercourse wîth 
ultra-Kberals. K you are recalled ta 
Eussia, retumîmmediately; your obédience 
will mitigate the rigour of the banishment 
which awaits you, and wîll shorten îts 
duratîon. 

What a happy lot is that of the Eussîaïi 
nobles ! they lîve like kîngs or demi-gods ! 
A noble retired to his estate with a hand- 
some wife, at the head of some thousands 
of peasants, with large revenues, passes 
days of delight, and enjoys an existence 
which has not its paraUel in the whole 
•world! Ton are absolute sovereign on 
your own estâtes : ail crînge and bow before 
you ; ail crawl in the dust, and tremble at 
the Sound of your voice* If you order a 
hundred or two coupa de bâton to be în- 
flicted on Peter or John, your order wîll be 
executed, and his back wîll îmmediately 
become as black as a coal» You hâve 
metely to throw your handkerchief to any 
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woman wîio pleases you: you are not a 
sultan for nothing. After ail, let us not 
mind those philanthropîsts who corne to us 
firom Europe : we hâve seen some, and the 
most distinguished of them, who openly 
leproached us with our rudeness, our 
<;ruelty, and who, having married noble 
Bussîan ladies, and become tbe lords of 
their estâtes and of tbeir yassals, tben say 
that tbere is nothing to be compared to 
the life of a Boyard. Go, speechifiers, 
we know your value, and wè know ours ; 
preach morality to others : we hâve oui: 
own. 

This is a complète picture of Bussiai. 
Men vegetate hère ; they seek excuses for 
everything, and say that the end makes 
amends for ail. The noble îmagmes him- 
self free, and thinks that he has only to 
blâme himself if he exchanges his liberty 
for offices, for distinctions, and becomes a 
servant instead of a sovereign master* He 
has his court, his résidence, his estate — ^let 
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him remain there. The serf thînks tha 
Us condition is natural^ fixed bjtlie decrees 
of Providence^ and that lie would be infi* 
nitelj more wretched if he were free. The 
miUtary man thinks of notliing: he has no 
time leffc to do so^ and he is kept in per- 
pétuai exCTcise to £11 np his leisnre% 1^ 
civil officer thinks omlj of adorning fais 
button-hole^ or filling his pocket^ and aU 
siove by the force of the iron will of the 
Sovereign. 

But in what dkection are they moving? 
Towards a révolution? This will long be 
impracticable^ for the materials which con- 
stitute a revolutîonist are not to be met with 
in Eussia. The few liberal-minded men 
who are found there look at their bayonet^ 
but let ail go on in tàe old waj; and it wiU 
be long before the anny revolts. K'o revo- 
lpti(m is possible in Russia^ except in the 
palace^ and only with the consent or by the 
eommand of the heirs to the Crown tih^oi- 
selves. Thus Iwan V. and Peter IH. dis* 
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appeared at the sole order of Catherine IL; 
thus Alexander, having to ehoose between 
hîs own exile and the foreed abdication of 
Ms father^ decided for the ktter ; but those 
appointed to exécute the plan went beyond 
bis intentions, To judge by ail appear- 
asices^ one génération, if not two, must 
pass before there oan be a révolution in 
Bussia. But the decrees of the Most High 
are inscrutable ! 

With respect to probabilities, however, 
calculations are often erroneous, How fre- 
quently does a tempest break out when it 
is least expected! The earthquake, the 
inundation give no previous indications of 
then- coming, and men often perish when 
Ûiej think thernselves the safest; révolu- 
tions hâve always taken kings by surprise, 
The grea^ mass of the people is excessively 
inflammable; a spark coming perhaps even 
firom ihe 'Government itself, will speedily 
kindle a conflagration. The Government 
ifl already uneasy; it is disquieted aboiit 
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everything, and makes everybody unquiet, 
and therebj does itself infinité harm. A 
mustachio on the lip of a citizen^ a beard 
on the chin of a civil functionary, a mer- 
chant without a beard^ suffice to inspire it 
with appréhension. It sees in them in- 
dications^ harbingers of civilization^ of 
liberalism^ of the storm which is brooding, 
It pursues them without mercy,and its poot 
subjects enclosed, hemmed in on every side, 
begin to think of liberalism, of which pre- 
viously they had not the least notion. 

Meantime ail is quiet^ men do not corn* 
plain openly, except where they are not 
afraid of being overheard, — at home^ or in 
some désert spot ; they lower their voice in 
the towns; they do not breathe a syllable 
în the capitals; they groan and writhe 
under the Impérial rod; they beat or are 
beaten; are either hammer or anvil; nay, 
they are both at the same time. Happy 
those who can choosel The Emperor 
abuses his courtiers^ and they revenge 
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themselves on their subordînates^ who not 
finding words sufficientlj energetic^ raise 
tlieir hand against those, who in their tum, 
finding the hand too light^ arm themselves 
"mtli a stick, which further on is replaced 
hj the whip, The peasant is beaten by 
everybody; by his master, when he con- 
descends so far to demean himself; by 
the steward and the starosta, by the 
public authoritîes, the stanovoî or the 
ispravnik, by the first passer by, if he be 
Bot a peasant. The poor fellow on his 
part has no means to indemnify himself^ 
except on his wife or his horse; and ac<« 
cordingly, most women in Bussia are 
beaten, and it excites one's pity to see how 
the horses are used. At St. Petersburg 
there is a continuai smacking of whips, and 
ail the blows fall on those poor animais. 
Peter L, in his ardour for reform, ought 
to hâve substituted for the Bussian whip, 
a long lash, in using which the coachmen 
would lose théîr love of whipping, because 
they only beat the air. 
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Will jou attend the levée of a Sassian 
petzt-mi^e^ not exactly one of the dd 
scbûol^ but of a gentleman belonging to 
the clasB of firîzaed and perfumed fa^on- 
ahles, who talk to you of philanthropj in 
tfaree [or four langnages, aU verj prettily 
numgled ; who dance more or less agrée- 
ably^ and even smg the Marseillaise ? Let 
ns begin with the petit Zerer. He com- 
mences with qnestioning his yalet aboiA 
the weather, the daj of the week and 
month ; and his yalet must answer off hand. 
The latter then prépares to dress his master, 
pntting on his socks and drawers while he ig 
dtill in bed; then his pantaloons, which 
he fastens verj carefiillj^ his robe de 
duonbre, and his slif^ers. After an in«* 
nomerable qnantitj of pipe^;^ fiUed^ lighted, 
and washed down bj an infinité nnmber 
d£ cups of tea^ the grand lever commences. 
Hère the poor valet de chambre is certain 
of conmûtting some blmiders^ for which he 
r«oeives as manj^ or a hmidred times as 
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vaokj, cufifi and kicks^ applied indifSer^itlj 
to everj part of ïna bodj. If hé loates no 
mifitake in anj part of his waîtmgy hîs oim 
toilette is sure to be attacked, and with 
Hm his muter mm begms to cheer liis 
lieart and to disert bis nûnd^ as well as to 
bave an opportunitj of being set argoifiij^ 
*^Tou ar© always as dirty as a pig; your 
€Boat is ont at elbows and threadbare ; your 
finen is slovaily;" and loj a shower c^ 
blows âdlbeavily upon tbe nnfortnnate 
Tibiet« ISo inqniry is made wbetber tbe 
j^oor wreteh bas tbe means of Attiring ]msi^ 
self more seemly^ and it is weU known tbai 
bandsome clotbes are forbidden bdm* U^ 
ibrougb 60ine nnesjpected good fortune^ no 
ûaùk can be fennd witb bis costume^ exc€|p« 
tion is taken at bis face ; eitber it is dirty^ 
or it is ffiëlancboly^ and^ in eitber case, be is 
beaten, pinched, and knocked on tbe face 
aaid bead, land bandfuls of hoir are toam oujt 
by tbe Toat^ by bis indignant mast^u 
^ Wby do yon loçk so^ulky— lift iq» youi» 
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head — ^loclk your master in the face ? Are 
jou afiraid of him? I do not like that 
gloomjair; any one who saw you wonld 
suppose that I tyrannîzed over you ; tliat 
you are unhappy with me. Are you so? 
Let us see !'' And the crouching valet is 
oblîged to answer, *' If o, my Lord, I «m 
very weU satisfied with your service ! » 

If a lady wîshes to chastise a man^ shè 
calls for another^ and orders him to hox 
the culprît's ears in her présence, 

The master of the police beats the com- 

missary of the quarter ; he again the police 

©fficer, who, in his tum, takes revenge on 

the soldier of the city, who vents his ill- 

humour on the first individual with whom 

it is possible for him to find the most triflîng 

fault. 

*< Naturam expellas furca tamen usque recurret.*' 

The Eussian imbibes the mania of beat^ 
ing with his mother's milk, and this mania 
does not leave him on this side the tomb. 
^'The first blow with a fist which I Teceived 



NICH0LA8 THE FIRST. 9$ 

in a foreign country for a stroke of the 
^hip, was my first lesson on liberty/' said 
Prince K* * * *; and if I were peî> 
mitted to speak of myself^ I would say, that 
I do not pass a day ont of my country, 
witàout better understanding the rights of 
liberty and of humanity, without more didy 
apprecîatîng the worth and the dignity of 
man ; and if I remaih abroad^ it is precisely 
because I perceive that I grow better by 
doing so. What shall we say l 

There are things whîch seem to pervade 
the air itself ; the tantes, the habits of a 
country are acquired involuntarily. The 
Marquis Custine^ after a résidence of three 
.months in Russia^ grew so cruel^ as to 
suffer a foal to run for a whole stage by its 
mother's side, Europeans bave become 
cannibals by living among savages. Let 
the Kussians be allowed to become free 
ijrith free men; and if I now write, it is 
that there may be no remains of ail the 
atrocities which are continually committed 
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in ItoBsia in the &ce of daj. There is a 
national proverb, which says, *' Do not thro^ 
tiie àust out of doors^" and hence ihe hoaae 
becomes. and remains dirtj. We slionM 
reverse the phrase^ and say, ^ Sweep your 
room as often as possible.** *Wasli jôwr 
dirty linen ai home/* it is said; but» if 
the fi&milj neglects tbis àvtty, onght not 
strangers to be called in to belp ; publidty 
and exposure ta ihe light of daj will do 
far more than Impérial decrees. It & 
through their feelings that even the igno- 
rant mnst be gained. Men are much more 
easîly corrected of their fanlts when th^y 
bave been obliged to blush for them^ than 
when they baye only had to suffer for them. 
Publicity is the salvation of the world, and 
wonld be that of Eussia^ if it were suffered to 
penetrate theré* Open the doors of the 
tribunals^ and justice will take her seat 
there. Publish the acts of the Gover- 
nment^ and it will become better ; let it be 
well nnderstood that suprême justice, which 
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Botliing escapes^ exista not only in the 
oiher world^ bat alao in tliis« There ia a 
tribunal, at the bar of wbich we muât 
appear^ evea during our life^ — ^it is the 
tribunal of publie opinion: let the wicked 
tremble, and let the good rcgoiee ! 

8uch are not the thoughts of the Bus- 
siana of the old schod. Foreign countriœ 
haye nothing to teach them, and the resi^- 
dence which they make there cures them of 
their notions of liberty which they may 
hâve taken with them. In France, tàey 
say, they ean get none to serve them, for 
ail act as masters, and treat them like 
equals ; there is no obédience, and conseK 
quently there can be no order. " We wîll 
hâve none of this régime. The Govera^ 
ment is weak, despised abroad, little re^ 
spected at home, whereas aU tremble at the 
name and sight of our Ozar. Immorality 
is at its height in France^ everything is 
vénal, pecidation is universal.'* 

'^ There is ahuost as much despotism hère 
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as among us ; despotism runs in the reins 
of the French, and wherever the law leaves 
hîm some arbitrary power, the agent of the 
Public Adminstration indemnifies himself 
for ail the checks on his will^ which he other- 
wise meets with. Interest alone guides 
France. See how the shopkeeper humbly 
bows to a customer in a carriage^ he who 
behaves so proudlj when he goes to visît 
some unfortunate wretch who lives in a 
garret. It îs interest again whiçh sits in 
the Parliament; we there hear onlj the 
déclarations of those who désire to rise^ or 
of those who hâve lost ail hopes of doîng 
so. Public opinion is in the hands of a 
few private individuals, who deal with the 
press as with a pièce of merchandize, and 
sell themselves to the highest bidder. If 
the Emperor pleased^ he might hâve the 
whole of the^ press on his side, and the 
Parisian joumals would combat each other 
to obtain his rubles. They live only on 
gratuities from the Government; and serve 
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theÎT subscrîbers at the expense of the 
Government which pays them/' 

Is it worth while to réfute attacks of thiâ 
nature? Foreigners are wrong thus: to 
calumniate France; they ought to recoUect 
that if they eat, drink, and clothe them-^ 
selves, it is thanks to that country, which 
has taught and still teaches them the true 
enjoyment of thèse trifles, which constitute 
the sum of life. French cookery is without 
dispute the best in the world^ and that which 
foreigners prefer; French wines are superior 
to ail other; fashions^ fumiture^ &c.^ are 
everywhere brought from Paris ; and when 
other nations shall désire to be free^ it is 
firom France again that they will hâve to 
leam the lesson. 

"iNTever write against Russia. Whoever 
uses his pen against his country is a mur- 
derer.'* Thus one of the most distinguished 
men of that country^ once caused me to be 
told. This he said at a moment wheji the 
Government had ordered the séquestration 

VOL. I. H 
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id mj property, and endea^oored to de^ 
priye me of eyery means of subsiâtence; 
Psbiotism, eyen in the opinion of this esd- 
nent man^ was superior to the love of trutl^ 
acnd the fear of making knawn in foreign 
anintries the iaults of his owd^ surpasBed, 
in hinij, the -désire of seeing them remedied. 
MiiBt we wait till truth findsherwaytoBuftr 
mki Our génération will not see the libertj 
sûf the près» established there. Foreigneqi 
hâve too manj means of knowing our éb^ 
'È&cà^, either by visiting our ooimtiy, or hj 
leaming onr language, and the imparfaet 
tknowledge which thej thus aoqnire^ is ire- 
^quentlj more nnfaroiirable to us^ than the 
<naked trath itself could be. 

We, more than any other nation, have^A 
lawful title to the indulgence and the ïe- 
apect of Europe. Scarcely «merged firoot 
fbarbarism, we are proceeding with rajâd 
«trides in civilization ; and in part^ at leaoi^ 
fm may console ourselves for our fault^ bjr 
looking at the defects of oiheis. I shouli 
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be unpardonable if I took pleasure iu ex- 
hibiting the Eussian nation in an unfavour- 
able light, — ^far from it; it is a very painful 
task to me, and one which I perform with re- 
luctance ; but I regard it as a sacred duty, 
which no considération must deter me from 
performing, Pew persons, I am willing to 
believe, will find themselves in my position, 
and as a compensation for ail the evil 
which results from it, it would be madness 
not to profit by the only good which can be 
derived from it. I havç not cajled down 
l«rmeution (m mysel^ as the friends of the 
QojeTmn£3xt tbink fit to say ; quite thé con- 
trary^ I hâve doue every thi»g to avert it; 
but as the forlom hope of dvilization, it is 
ny dnty to défend it atall nsks. 

I love my country as much as |any man, 
bot I love mankind more; and should l 
eveB make enemies of my dearest friends, X 
fîhall not eease to oppose ererything which 
ig a violation of the universal and imperish- 
ible law8 of social order» 

h2 
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Ohapter ni. 

ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY. 

I QuiTTED Bussîa for the first tîme in the 
Bpring of 1836- The road from Moscow to 
St. Petersburg was covered with snow, which 
was falling there though it was the 21st of 
May, (0. S.) We had a speedy and pleasant 
voyage across the Baltic, and în three days 
and a half we landed at Travemunde* I 
fancied that I had trod on another planet ; 
the almanac indicated a distance of twelve 
days between the two countries, but to 
judgé by the appearance of nature, theré 
was a différence of months. The grass was 
as green in Gennany as it was yellow in 
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Bussia; the wheat, which I had left just 
springing up^ had hère almost attaîned its 
full growth; the trees appeared clothed 
with ail their beauty, whereas in Eussia 
there were neither fruit nor leaves, and we 
ourselvea arrived hère, wrapped in our 
warm ftirs. 

The happiest daj in the life of a Bussian 
îs încontrovertibly that on which he jour- 
nies from Travemunde to Lubeck. ]!f othing 
can be compared to his happiness ; his eu- 
riosity is highly excited, everything gives 
him an agreeable surprise ; he leaves frost 
behind him ; a brilliant sun shines over his 
head^ and eflRises rays which are ail rays of 
hope, He enjoys life, in the full sensé of 
the expression ; he has no longer reason to 
désire Faradise, for he has seen it hère on 
earth, It would be diffieult to find expres- 
sions adéquate to the enthusiasm which the 
Bussians feel and manifest, more or lesi^ 
openly, under thèse circumstances. 

This sentiment is modified according to 
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the âge, character, and precetdag expé- 
rience of each person, ai^ assumes as 
many di£Perent forms as there are inài* 
vîduals ; but în ail, it resembks a Idnd cf 
intoxication. Thèse new pilgrims are aliZDOsI 
read j to kiss the gwmnd they tread, like ha^ 
vigators who discover new lands ; they eau 
hardly refrain from adoring the sun which 
they salute as the star of another world 
and the prophet of another Ëfô — a Iife of 
happiness and joy*. 

A year and a half afterwards I retumed 
to my country by way of Prtissia. I ap* 
proached it with a trembling heart^ fearing 
that it Tf ould bear no eomparison with the 
lands which I had vîsited, net knowing 
whether I shonld find indemnification suffis 
cient for the déceptions whieh I expeeted. 
I was Ëke one who îs g<Âng agam to siœ los 
betrothed after a long absei^e. Will die 
love mei Shall I lorre h& ? Shali wè mât 

* I expréssed thèse îdeas on pij returu £rom àbroad 
in a Kussian Review, IBSS» 
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each otherf "Wliat can I do for her ? What 
trill she be incHned to àù for me? Sock 
were the questions wMch agitated mj mind. 

At ererj step that I proceeded^ I £ovmà 
more and more indications: ihat i was ap- 
proaehing mj native home. The Duch j (j£ 
Posen offers a prettj decided £aretaste àf 
ît I a^a sa^ the grej caftans w^m hj 
làe Bnssian peasaats; the cold becamé 
more intense and the snow deeper axuL 
deeper. It was in the month of Maxch ; I 
had qiûtted the opening sprmg and was pror 
eeeding to^ the depth of winter.. B was thë 
reverse of whalL I had experienced at mj 
departnre* 

We conrageonsly met ike^ custom-honsè 
officers ani encomitered nothing unplea^ 
sont; thej madieme paj heavily for the 
importation of ^oves and dgai» ; but they 
ffiffered a smelling-bottle and a coUeetion 
of handkerchiefs to pass^ asid above ail thc^ 
hJEid ike courtei$jr not ta tonch mj papérs« 
Tfanft hr 1 was satisfied^ but sameioreignei» 
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Trho accompanied me did not £are so well^ for 
tho offîcers disputed about everything^ and 
even found fault with their linen and their 
clothes^ which. they declared were too new. 
I entered the countrj at daj-break, and 
the first iocîdent which attracted my atten* 
tion was a blow with the whip, which my pos- 
tiUon gave a peasant whowas passing harm- 
lessly along in a low sledge. My heart was 
wounded; the peasant said not a word^ and 
xeceived the blow on his back, taking care 
to stoop a little. The postilion was satis«- 
£ed with himself, and a complacent smile 
passed over his countenance. For a mo- 
ment I thought of tuming back again. " It 
is still," exclaimed I, sadly and thoughtfully, 
*' the comitry of the knout! '' A succession 
of painful ideas rose before me, while the 
sledge glided rapidly along over an océan 
of snow, which offered not the slightest 
diversion to my melancholy thoughts. 
. Lithuania spread before me in ail its 
monotony. I entered dirty and infected 
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Tillages^ inhabited by Polish Jews. I saw 
them wearing strange Turkish-looking tur- 
bans^ and dressed in long tunics. I seemed 
io be transported înto Asia. Thus another 
foretaste realized my project of a joumey to 
the East« ^^ The barbarism which we can- 
not avoid," said I, " is surely quite sufficient; 
its aspect bas notbing so attractive nor so 
interesting as to encourage us to brave, for 
its sake, the dangers of such a distant jour- 
ney. An bourgs conversation witb civilized 
men is mucb more désirable than years 
0pent in studying savage manners and rude 
customs. Let otbers pursue the study of evil, 
I hâve enough to do to fathom the good/* 

The cold continuedr to increase, and I 
^on felt a difBiculty in breathing; the wind 
Btifled my breath, and hindered me from 
8peaking« I had taken the précaution to 
provide myself with an excellent bear-skin 
pelisse^ but my shoes being too thin, my 
feet were soon frozen; I will say no more 
.of the remainder of my joumey, It is 
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pretij well knoum whai tranrelling in Rufisia 
is. With tbe exception of the roaâ from Si 
Petersburg to Moscow^ which is the fincsst 
causewaj in Europe^and wliere there are vegpy 
handâome hôtels at almost evay stage, ive 
no where find roads worthj of the nam^ 
or any kind of resonrce for travelleis. Oïl 
the south the causeway does not go hejcmi 
Tola, and on the road towards western Eu- 
rope, it stops at M'arva, which is only îottj-^ 
five leagues from St. Petersburg. It is diflBU 
eult to obtain provisions scffîcient to safcisfy 
eren the most moderate appetîte, ex^ept in 
the govemment towns; the postmasters ean 
indeed provide houUlotte, but seldom tea; 
also a bed, but sheets are an unheard-of 
Inxory, save in the German provinces 
Accordingly, the traveller, who has any 
regard to comfbrt, is obliged to drag wîtà 
Mm ail the requisites of a househoM, Irom 
the cook to the kitchen utensi]â> and evm 
to the sheete on his own bed. The holeb, 
€ven in the capital towns^ are filthjbejond ail 
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€Oiiception, and swaam with Termin, and even 
^e^&se ifhieh receive travellers are not free^ 
' The rapidity of travelling post in Buaskt 
19 great, but it lia» often been exaggerated^ 
fbrît by na mesBs exceeds that of the JVeBch 
nsaiis. Priyate persons obtain the privi- 
lège only by means of money or blows, and 
ihey lose the a^Evantages of it by the delays 
irhich they expérience at the stages where 
they change horses. This îs aa opération 
wHch is perfomaed very kisurely: the 
-topes of the hamess frequently break; some^ 
times there are no horses; nay, perhaps just 
as you are stepping înto yonr carriage, your 
horses are taken away to be hamessed to 
tkat of some person high in office^ who 
has arrived unexpectedly. There axe no 
fKabiie £ligence9^ except on the roads to 
Moscow and Riga, and a wretehed vehiclé 
is i&e only accommodation that the post-- 
master is able to place at the disposai of 
travellers. 
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ÎTo îdea can be formed of tlie petty vexa- 
tions which strangers expérience on their 
arrivai at St. Petersburg, and the French 
are more exposed to them than anj other 
people. After very long and very circum- 
stantial déclarations on a variety of topîcs 
which they give in writing, they are subject 
to an inquisitorial examination by the chief 
of the secret police, of which the foUowing 
is a spécimen : — 

*' What are your intentions in coming to 
Eussia?" said General Duvelt, to a French- 
man of my acquaintance. 

^*I wish to become acquainted with the 
country.'' 

*' You hâve chosen a very bad season for 
that purpose." 

"I thought that winter was the best time 
to study Eussia.'* 

^* I beg your pardon; summer is the best, 
You hâve been in the army, Sir?" 

^'Yes, Ihave." 
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^' And of course you axe anxious lo make 
yourself acquainted with ail that concerna 
oxa army?'^ 

"I do not aspire to that; I hâve long 
sînce left ihe service^ and hâve not retained 
jnuch taste for anything relatîng to it." 

'^ Do you think of makîng a long stay in 
Eussia?" 

*' Some months.'^ 

''And by what route do you intend to 
leave it?'' 

** I intend to retum by way of Odessa and 
Constantinople." 

*'Shall you enter into the French ser- 
vice?'* 

*'My past and présent affairs may be in 
your province, the future concems myself 
alone." 

^^I am really ashamed of having asked 
you ail thèse questions, but my duty re-» 
quired iV* 

Pushkin has well described St. Peters- 
burg in a few words: "A sumptuous city. 
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& poor dtj, ihe appeaxanoe regvîisar, tbç €r- 
Bument of liearai of a pale green : glooBv 
cold, and granité." 

The hottses look handaomer ai a distance 
ihan dose at hand; tkej are of brick isk 
stead of Btone or marUe ; ihe buildix^s ara: 
constructed for show^ rather tha^ for dura- 
bilitj, and fall to decaj as quickly as tibey 
spring up. ÎTor is there any taate in the 
gênerai arrangement* The squares are 
large wastes^ and verdure and fountains ar^er 
tinngs unknown. While at Berlin jou hâve 
the Thiergarten^ at Yienna the Prater, at 
London a number of park% at Paris Les 
Ghampâ Elisée, at St. Petersburg yon havo 
nothing but a naean summer garden. The 
appearance of some parts of the dty, espe^ 
cially the quays, is imposing, and there are^ 
fne churdies, bridges, and monuments. The 
reigning Emperor has largely contributed 
to the embellishment of St. Petersburg^ 
but thB he has done in common with great 
znonarchSi as well as with great tyrants; 
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The ostentation and yanitj wliick the^ dis^ 
play Btrikes every eye; thel^bter^N^.appeani 
on ail the bndges along the causeway ta 
Moscow. 

fit. Petereburg is aforeign city^ a com<* 
plete imitation; Mobcow is a national^ 
and altogether Eussian ci^pitaL; the former 
is the Impérial rendence, the latter 
the metropolis. Petershurg is « motley 
collection of citizens and courtiers, o£ 
stamgers and men in office; Moscow is the 
TOsidence of ihe nobilitj^ and the seat of 
manu&ctures. Hère the fitreets are nar* 
tower and more varied, the inhabitants are 
more sociable, less distrustfdl, and more 
engaged in serions and xeallj useful occo* 
pstions. Provincial gossip is a good sub- 
Btitute for the intrignes of the court, but 
ihe inmiorality of the latter does not spread 
its «nares hère. The absence of the mili« 
tsry adds to the tranquiUity of life, while it 
lessens the attractions of fashionaUe societj, 
jmd the pomp of processions. The VAtious 
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branches of the police^ officiai and secret^ 
are less prominent^ and even escape the 
eyes of the inhabitants. Ail this powerfiilly 
contributes to the charm of life^ and nmkes 
Moscow the quiet retreat of those who hâve 
other notions of happiness than promotion 
in the Impérial service. 

The thoosand and one chm^ches^ which 
are ail built in the national style of archi-* 
tecture, and the convents, equally rich 
and numerous^ tend to keep up the genuine 
Muscovite piety. The historical reminis^ 
cences which float over Moscow recal days 
of trial and of suffering^ of trouble and 
of discorde and bind to that cîty ail truly 
Bussian hearts. They hold out to them 
the promise of fair days of future liberty, 
and console them for the want of the 
splendour which they hâve at St. Peters- 
burg, by the remembrance of the tyranny 
which they would rejoice to see entombed 
in the marshes of that capital. 

With the exception of Odessa, which is 
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entirely an Italian dty, and the moflA 
advanced point of European civilization on 
the Bussîan soil^ the other towns of the 
empire resemble rude villages, which differ 
only in their extent. The principal, and 
almost the sole omaments of ail the cities 
of the interior, are the churches, which are 
more or less handsome, and alwajs very 
nnmerous ; and govemment buildings some 
of which are fine, standing in very spa-» 
eious and uniform squares. The towns are 
ill-paved^ scarcely lighted by night, and 
contain a far greater number of wooden 
houses than of stone buildings. 

The Oastinoï-^wor (the Bussian bazaar) 
is the indispensable ornament of ail the 
towns. It is composed of a file of shops 
adjoîning each other, and comprised in one 
édifice, distinguished by a variety of rich 
merchandize. It breaks the monotony of 
the town by the perpétuai cries of the shop- 
keepers, who seize upon the customers, or 
dispute with the purchasers. 

VOL. I. I 
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The Sussian villages are exclusively 
eomposed of wooden huts^ covered with 
ihatch or planks^ andform one street^ which 
is often excessirely long,întersecfced bj shedd 
and omamented with one or two churcbes. 

This^mode of building renders fires fré- 
quent and dangerous. 

The almost total absence of mouniains 
imparts a wearisome uniformitj to Bussian 
landscapes ; the onlj ones in the interior of 
the empire are sufficiently characterized by 
theîr name^ JElevation Plate. Scareely any 
trees flourish in TJpper Rnssia, except the 
pîne, the fir, and the birch. There the towns 
and villages are very rare^ and even isola- 
ted habitations are scareely to be met with* 
The désert commences at the gâtes of St. 
Petersburg, and extends, with few interrup- 
tions, in ail directions, although under a va- 
Tiety of names and partial changes of aspect. 
Sand and morass dispute the possession of 
the soil, Even agriculture leaves a third 
part of the cultivated ground fallow^ and 
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Jfaifot tlie land unciiltiyated. To the sonih^ 
an ^itermg the goyenmient of Orel^ the 
£»ce of the country changes^ and the dimate 
attheBametimesensiblyîmproves. Vege- 
table mould succeeds to the day and sand 
which predominate in the northem pro- 
vinces ; the végétation becomes manifestly 
more rich and yigorous^ and the air milder^ 
but the wealth of the people does not keèp 
pace with thèse improvements in nature*' 
The want of communications, and the dis- 
tance of the centres of commerce, deprive the 
country of markets, andkeep down the priée 
of provisions, which is so much the lower 
in proportion to their great abundance. 
. The climate in the north of Bussia is 
eKtremely rigorous ; in winter the thermo-^ 
meter is often broken by the effect of the 
cold, and leaves no means of ascertaining 
its întensity, Winter begins in October, and 
€3ids in April ; ail the cther seasons are 
comprised withîn five months, which justifies 
the proverbe that in Eussia there are two 

i2 
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winters^ one white and the other green^ 
In fact^ there are fréquent frosts durîng 
tiie night, even in summer^ and tlie tem« 
perature suddenly changes from one ex^ 
treme to the other. At noon the heat 
is quite Afrîcan, and at eîght o'clock in the 
evenîng you are forced to wrap yourself up 
in a cloak. 

There is no other country where the 
number of ugly women is so great, and of 
pretty women so small^ as in Bussia. In the 
higher ranks of society only, and in the 
provinces^ at a distance £rom the great 
roads, we find models of real beauty.^ In 
gênerai the women are very robust, while 
the men are remarkable for their beauty. 
Givilization^ éducation^ and sensibîlity are 
almost the exclusive portion of the women, 
and their superiority to the men is in- 
coïitestible in everything that regards the 
cultivation of the mind. This phenomenon. 
is accounted for by the différent mode 
of life pursued by the two sexes. The in- 
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tellectual faculties of the men are absorbed 
by the ambition o:^ rising^ of décorations^ 
and tshinns; wbile contempt of leaming^ 
especially in the anny^ is fashionable ; 
but bappily this fashion does not extend 
its influence over the ladies. 
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Chapter IV. 

CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE. 

There is no task at tlie same time more 
complex, more embarrassing, and more un- 
grateful than that of drawing the character 
of any people. It is often difficult to define 
the character of an individual : how much 
more so^ then^ must it be^ to delineate that 
of a whole nation, and especially of a nation 
like Bussia, which is a compomid of so 
manj races. As men of genius and idiots 
are found among ail people, whence none 
can prétend to a monopoly of the one or of 
the other, so cold hearts are found in hot 
countries, and impassioned men and women 
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m Mgid climates. We axe therefore autho*- 
lized to saj^ that capacities and sentiments 
are not regnlated bj the geographical posi- 
tion of a coimtry, or by the origin of na- 
tions^ but ratfaer by individualities. Vanitj 
and pride^ duplicity and falsebood^ egotism 
and ayarice, are vices common to ail men, 
and it would be very diflBcult to say whe- 
tier they are more gênerai in one nation 
thon in another, We perceive, also, that 
ail nations^ £rom the French and the Eus- 
fiîans^ to the Chinese and the Jews^ are^ or 
may be almost equally courageous and 
moral ; thèse qualities only vary aecording 
to circumstances, or assume diflferent forms 
as applying to diverse objects. Civiliza- 
tion, besides^ fîlls up^ more and more^ the 
distance between nations, smoothes the 
dijBferences which distinguish them, and 
tends to generalize their characters. In 
Bussia it has this effect more than else- 
where, because it did not arise there spon- 
taneously^ but was imported £rom foreign 
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countries, and inoculated on the people ai 
one stroke. But bs its work is not coni- 
plete, the character of the people is not jet 
definitively formed^ and its actual state is 
one of transition. In order thoroughlj to 
appreciate it, we must study it in ail the 
shades caused bj the différences of origin, 
of dasses^ and of occupations. But as 
there are, nevertheless, several gênerai 
points common to ail thèse yarieties, and 
others which are peculiar to the Bussian 
nation, we will endeavour to lay hold of 
them, though AiUj aware how thankless 
such an undertaking is ; for we nerer praise 
a nation sufficientlj to please it, and the 
blâme which we lay upon it, however weD 
founded it may be, invariably wounds its 
Busceptibility. 

The Bussian is naturally good and mild^ 
more so than other nations : this is a point 
which is generally conceded. He still re-^ 
tains something of his primitiTe barbarism^ 
as he has already borrowed some of the 
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defects of modem civilization ; but^ on the 
whole^ he merits esteem in more than one 
respect, and if he does net decaj before be 
is ripe (a puérile and absord fear), if tbe 
Government does not cause him toreeeive an 
impression wbicb it would afterwards be toc 
late to efface, bo maj in time rise bigb in 
public opinion* 

A bad, and unbappily too conmion peu» 
ebant, in this people, is tbat of cbeating. 
Not finding a wortby and suffîcient occupa^ 
tjon for bis mind, tbe Eussian tums bis 
attention to fraud, wbicb be considers as an 
easj means of rising in tbe world. Tbis is 
an effect of tbe want of dvilization and tbe 
fruit of slavery. Kot feeling bis strengtb^ 
or not daring to make use of it, be bas 
recourse, in most instances, to craffc* Tbis 
is also a proof of bis misery, not knowing 
anj remedy for bis sufferings, and unable 
to escape tbe evils wbicb overwbehn bim, 
be is more liable tban anotber to fall into 
&tal derelictions,sucb as cbeating, drunken**^ 
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11688, and gênerai debauchery. But the 
▼erj abberrationâ of mind, maj serve as a 
criterion of his ingenoitj; the Bussian 
shaiper maj rival the mofiA adroit in the 
iforldyandsurprising m8ta4aces of his knavery 
are adduced« 

An office being wamed that robb^ies 
were committed in the steamers^ on theîr 
departnre for foreign coimtries, carefuUj 
kept his hands in his pockets while chatting 
vrith a fiiend of whom he came to take 
leave. The bell ning; he embraced hii 
fiiendy and inunediatèlj put his hands into 
Ms pockets, but found them empty» 

Another laid his eye-glass on the counter 
of a refreshmenit room at a théâtre, and 
watched it veiy attentivelj, btit when he 
raised a tumbler to his lips, the eye^glass 
vanished. 

iSTot to repeat &cts which xnay hâve haj^ 
pened in other coiintries, or which occur 
eveiywhere, without otir beîûg able ta 
détermine thë place of their (^gin, I ifiU 
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jnaeatîon one that hiappened iô mjself. 
JBeing on mj way from Twer to Moscow^ I 
iilred a coaebmaii who was to drive me By 
a eertficm time to tbe latter city. On the way 
ihither^ during ike night, he asked me for 
part of the money agreed upon. Bein^ 
wrakened on a eudden^ I gave him eiglit 
nibles more tlum.Iie was entitled to> and 
'which I dîd not perceive till the next day. 
A fortn^ht aiffcerwards he saw me on the 
eame road, recognised me^ and came up 
holding his hat in his hand. I thought he 
WXR going to retum the rubles, and was 
delighted at having met with sudh aa 
honest man^ but how great was my surprise^ 
when I found that he came to demand 
eight rubles more^ saying that, in my alee|^ 
I had made a mistake in the reckoning. 
Hie triek was so abam^d^ that I could not 
be angry, and the man actually made no 
difficnlty in acknowledging that he was 
wrong, as soon as I gave him crédit for 
his ingenuity ! 
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Gheating is carried to sucli excess in 
Bussia^ that one might be tempted to saj, 
it îs in tlie air or in the blood. Bussian 
commerce and manufactures are unquefik 
tionablj the most dishonest in the world. 
China and England hâve had equal reason 
to complain of it. The Ghinese^ vrho are 
too suspicions to receive^ without examina* 
tion^ the rolls of Bussian cloth^ find pièces 
of wood inside; the English receive grease 
instead of taUow. Their Govemment has 
in vain repeatedlj protested against thèse 
abuses^ and the Emperor has in vain issued 
decrees to suppress them. A Frenchman, 
who was appoînted by the Grovemment to 
nnmask ail this fraud, was well nigh killed 
by the manufacturers; and the officers hâve 
evidently not been proof against the seduc* 
tions which he resisted^ for his denuncii^ 
tions hâve had no effect. 

The petty shopkeepers lire only by 
plunder : you purchase an article in a shop^ 
and take a différent one home with you ; 
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you must be always ou jour guaxd. Ail 
servants are notorious tlxieves^ espeçîallj the 
cooks and coaclimen. It may be pretty 
mucb ihe same every wliere, yet it is neyer 
carried to sucb excess as in Bussia: tfaiere 
the officers^ evea of tbe public administra* 
tions, seize eagerly witb both hands; they 
do not wait till you give tbem something^ 
tut tbey beg and bargain witb you, accept 
large présents, and do not disdain the most 
trifling. Drunkenness is no where so com- 
mon as in Sussia. This may be traced to 
varions causes: such as poverty, despair 
arising from the precarious state of things, 
tiie want of security for property,. the 
nncertainty of the future, and, above all,^ 
the kck of éducation. Time, and the 
Grovemment^ maydo much to remedy thèse 
evils ; the first, by enhghtening the masses, 
and the second, by seeking more honour^ 
àble sources of revenue than the distilleries, 
of which it retains the monopoly, by making 
itself the &st tavem«-keeper in the country«^ 
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Manaal skill is a talent peculîar to the 
Boflsians; withont anj mBtnunent, sare his 
liatchet^ the peasant «ucceeds in the mort 
complex constructions and délicate carring^ 
in wood. The intrepiditj and dexteritj of 
the jonmeyman masons is leaUj suipriaing: 
they are seen snspended at immense 
heights working with great précision. 

The Bnssian possesses^ in a very high 
degree^ the faculty of imitation, and it is 
unjust to refuse him that of inyention. 
Hitherto^ he has had enough to do to le- 
produce what has been done by others; 
when he has no more to imitate, he will be. 
able to create. In point of intelligence, as. 
well as in the gênerai traits of character, 
the Bussian holds the middle place between 
the Frenchman and the German; he has, at 
ijmes, the profoundness of the one and the 
brilliancj of the other. He is less phleg- 
matic than tlie German, and less sparkling, 
than the Frenchman; more practical than 
the former, less inconstant than the latter ; 
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and less a slave to routine than either. 
BuBsian^ or rather Sdavoman intellect, 
imites in itself both thèse éléments, and 
conciliâtes the two characten. I am not 
one of those who think that he bas tiie 
vocation to r^enerate the world, for I 
do not believe that the world is disor- 
ganizing and approaching its destruction; 
but I am of opinion that he is destined to 
reconcile the French and the Grerman intel*^ 
lects^ to complète the one bj the other, to 
blend and combine both^ and i^ time^ per** 
haps^ to extend the sphère of their action. 

As I hâve before observed, it is very 
difficnlt ta define the moralitj of anj peo*- 
ple^ and especiallj to state in this respect, 
îts superiority or its înferiority, in juxta-- 
position with another. When compared 
with bis European neighbours, the Bussian 
bas less of that immorality of mind which is 
the fruit of advanced civilization; but he 
bas aiso less of that moralitj, founded 
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on principle^ wMch only a solid and pra« 
dent éducation can give. His sensual 
inunoralitj bas neither for its cause^ its 
excuse^ or omament^ that imagination 
wHcli explains and redeems that of polished 
nations. If he is debauched^ he is so^ even 
to brutality^ through the heart rather tlian 
the mind; and the séductions which he 
finds in his country are not of such a nature 
as to cause or to extenuate his aberrations. 
The woman, (I speak of the woman of the 
great world,) is more refined in her licence, 
thanks to the bitter-sweet fruits of French 
romance; but she does not take sufficient 
pains, or bas not sufficient tact.to reil her 
intrigues; and the want of reserve on the 
part of some Bussian ladies bas obtained 
for them European celebrity. This laxity 
is more fatal, because, as it spreads, it 
undermines domestic happiness, which is the 
Ottly refuge of the Bussian, who is so poor 
in pleasure and comforts, and contributes to 
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destroy family ties, whichi other causes ren- 
der yery insecure. 

The Eussian has great strength, both of 
body and mind; he readily endures fatigue 
and privation^ and could easily bear ail 
kînds of sufiering if his moral were equal 
to bis physical strength; his equanimity 
aud.perseverance oftén give him an indis- 
putable superiority over other nations; but 
bis nonchalance and his carelessness are 
perfectly Asiatic. They are the effects of 
the want of civilization, and; in their tum, 
one of the causes which check improve- 
ment. The Eussian has zeal and applica- 
tion only by fits anij. starts^ and his idleness 
is one of the chief obstacles to the dé- 
veloppent of the powers of the country. 

He is more ambitions than men of other 
climes; the political organization of his 
country makes it imperative on him ; but 
as it at the same timë paralyzes his zeal 
and represses the exercise of his capacity, 
there is no country where there are so 
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numy instances of persons who hxve fiùled 
in theircareer^ orbeen disiçpointed in tlieir 
ambitious iMxyjects, or wkere disccHitent^ 
iinable to find y^it in legitimate and c^en 
opposition, tenninates in melaiicholy apathj 
or inévitable ruin. Itk^however^consolatoiy 
io see that while some sacrifice eyerythiii^ 
to tkeir oareer, their honour, and eren theâr 
relations, there are others who do not tbink 
tkat tfae gifts of Groverai^it can compensate 
for the humiliations, with which its fiiTOias 
are aocompanied* 

^e Bussian is pions, hospitable, a&d 
gênerons; qualities which are common to 
prifiûtiye nations, and which civilization œi- 
{^unately tends to weaken. But his piety 
is closelj allied to superstition, and amsiats 
almost entirely in the scrupulous obsemmçe 
of religions forms^ I hâve seen a thief with 
with one hand pick the pocket of a pas** 
songer, and with the other make ihe sipi 
of the cross at the sonnd of the vesper hàL 
The Bussian perpetuallj makes the sign of 
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the cross; he does ît in front of cverjr 
^Irarcli and erery image^ when entering « 
loom or leavîng ît, when sitting down to 
table or vrhen risîng from it, when retîring 
to bed, and when getting up. 

ÎText to the Kîng of heaven the Czar fe 
the object of the adoration of the Buasian. 
He is in his estimation the représentative 
and the elect of God, as he îs the head of 
HisOhurch, the source of^all the béatitude^, 
•ad the &8t cause of ail fear« His hand 
distrîbutes as bounteouslj as his arm strikes 
heavily. Love, f ear, and humble respect, are 
blended in this déification of the monarcfa, 
whîch most frequently serves only to mask 
the cupidity of some and the pusiUaniinity 
of others, The C^^r is the centre of ail the 
rays, the focus t© which every eye is dî- 
rected ; he is the red stm of the Bussians, 
for they thus designate him; while they 
call the vestibule of the Kremlin, where the 
andent Czars showed themselves to the peo- 
pie, the Red Vestibule ; Krameïé KryUxo. 

k2 
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In public every eye is directed towards the 
Emperor; in the drawing-room the conver- 
sation tums solely upon him and his familj; 
even in private, men's thoughts are chiefly 
engaged about him. Ail that he does îs 
well done, and worthy of imitation ; evéry- 
body walks in the promenades at the time 
that he walks; everybody loves dancing 
because he is fond of it; and there is 
no person who does not admire the mîli- 
tary service, because the Emperor is a zea- 
lous advocate for it. The Czar is the father 
of the whole nation, and no one has any 
relation that can be named in the same day 
with the Emperor, When his interest 
speaks, every other voice is hushed. 

The relations of the conspîrators of 1825 
were dancing while those imfortunate men 
were made to pass through the city, and it 
is difficult to say whether the mother,yho 
accepted 300 rubles as a reward for having 
given up her son, who was a déserter, or the 
Emperor, who gave them to her, acted the 
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most like a Spartan. There is abimdance 
of liberalism with closed doors, but stones 
are thrown at him who revolts, and a libéral 
who îs compromised is shuimed like a leper. 
Those men who at diflferent times hâve 
sacrificed themselves for the publie good, 
hâve reaped more indifférence and hatred 
than sympathy. Instances are not wanting 
of relatives who hâve abandoned their sons 
and their brothers in Siberia without an 
attempt to save them, and then enjoyed the 
property, to which they had become the 
heirs by their condemnation ; nay, and who 
afterwards were reluctant even to carry on 
a correspondence with them; and whose 
unfeeling conduct has been the severest 
part of the fate of thèse poor sufferers. 
Mr. L. having one day brought letters from 
thèse exiles to their relations, they refused 
to take them, because they had not corne 
through an officiai channel. It is conso- 
latory, however, to say that such has not 
been the line pursued by ail ; and history 
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vill religiously préserve the m^Enorj of Prin- 
ce» Trubetzkoi (née Countess Laval); of 
Madame Larischkin (née Karyschkin); and 
ci Madame Rosen^ who refiised to separate 
ibeir fortunes from those of tbeir husbands. 
Phinee can hoast of having at ail times 
and in ail places taken a noble share in aets 
of similar devotedness* A French lad j^ the 
eompanion of Madame Ivaâchei^ after bav- 
ing concealed from everj eje ber attaeb- 
ment to tbe son of tbat ladj^ went to Siberia 
ta offier bim ber band^ wbere from tbe rank 
ci a distinguisbed officer of tbe Guards^ be 
bad been reduced to tbe condition of an 
imbappy slave. Bbe gladly ligbtened tbe 
bmrden of bis sufferings and bas just re- 
tnmed witb bim to Russia. 

Hotbing is comparable to tbe bappineaa 
of a Bussian wben tbe Emperor conde^ 
acends to speak to bim. It îs in trutb 
curions to see bow tbe courtiers are on tbe 
ifafccb for every word tbat faSis from the 
Bnperial lips. Tbej stand nmiting for 
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S word^ quite motioalei^^ lisienmg mth 
&e mosk eager atteiation and nveteé 
\aokBy. iBstantly crc^ rornid ïàm wtto 
lias been so^ fortunate a» to reeeire it^ os 
witbdratr with long faces and chagrîited 
looks, wkea ihej bave been diaappoînted in 
&eîr expectation. The Commandant Bai^ 
dbufcdcy asked the Emperar Alexander as 
the only favour he wanted, that ereiy thne 
ke saw faim at Courte fae would wfaisper înto 
fais ear tfae yrorà *^imfaecîle/' 

A Frencfa Aml^âsador^ héxîg desîrous to 
apeak to Rtid L, and vexed at seeing* Mm 
eocLtinnally address one of fais faroinrite&r^ 
aaid^ ^' Sire^ tfaat is apparemây some greaÊ 
mmsk of jour empire?'* ^Know,** refilieà 
the Czar, '^ that tfaere îa no great man bict 
ht to whom I speak^ and that onlj as long 
as I speak to liîml'^ 

Tbere is still sontetfaîng wfaiefa surpasses 
ike faoiionr of a eonTeisation wiik the Sot^-^ 
ie%n, namel j^ on^ of tfaose liaaons wfakh 
to afproxiniate to fais ùmûj tbose^ 
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who are honoured bj it.; but it b not 
ererjbodj that can obtain it. If tbey do 
not go so far at. Court as to congratolate 
the husband who. bas been deceived bj a 
member of the Impérial family^ it is as 
much firom jealousy as £rom décorum; but 
they seldom fail to envy his lot, and he 
himself is so little master of his happiness, 
as openly to boast of it- 

Barbarism, tyramiy, and immoralitj are 
bom and thrive in unworthy promiscuous- 
ness. They are so closely allied, that it is 
difficult to distinguish the mother from.the 
offspring; the one produces and maintiens 
the other. Tyranny is established, «and 
subsists by means of .the barbarism which 
it propagates, and sustains in its tum; 
while immorality necessarily succeeds and 
crowns the work. To study the melancholy 
effects of this combination of thèse three 
éléments, we must go to Eussia. The Rns- 
sian does not understand how to stop at.the 
Umits of obédience, he confounds it with 
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senrîlity, and order with sïavery; he sees in 
liberalisni a want of calculatîon and good 
sense^ whenever he does not dare to dèsîg- 
Bate it as treason. Few persons are to be 
found in Russia capable of comprehending 
that liberty is a condition and an effect 
of the dignity of man, and the Eussian is 
generally ignorant that moral and civil 
courage are fully as difficult to acquire, 
and equally as honourable as purely phy- 
sical courage. The great majority of Eus- 
sian libérais are merely malcontents/ and 
thanks to the fatal conviction that an abso- 
hite Government is the only Govèrtiment 
which is at présent adapted to their coun- 
try,- enlightened mén contrive* to live at 
peace with their conscience. They wiU not 
nnderstand that even if it were so, it is the 
sacred duty ôf an honest man to contri- 
bute^ to the utmost of his power, to the 
spread of civiUzation^ and to hasten the 
order of things^ firom which it necessarily 
flows; for if a free Government be an effect 
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of miHzatîon^ it is likewise a cmuse et it^ 
and I beliere tbat we mîght as wéQ hegkt 
with tibe ozie as with the other. fiwsia k » 
land of ser& and men in office; ihe mtues^ 
whidi aceampaBj or flow from Kbert j are 
anknown hcre; It is the Gov^nment 
wliich makes the Bussôan what lie is^ and 
whidi OQght to bear the reqponsibîlitj of 
ail hîs defects. It îs to the Groyemment^ 
iDUch more than to the diaraeter of the 
Bossîans^ that we must attrîbute the hatred 
whkh is felt towards them as a natiosi; 
and this hatred is so strong^ so g^Q^ral m 
foreign parts^ that I hare met with some 
of «ly fellow cotmtrymen who dîd not daite 
to confess to what nation the y belonged, 

It is an error to beUere that hatred ef 
skiTery, loye of liberty^ and contempt ef 
tyianny are exdusirely tltô effeet of civîli- 
zation; they arîse soiely frem a sestimenÊ 
ci dignity^ and are met with aoEiong i^Tagie 
races, as well as among the most dyâizirà 
peopie.. 
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Chapter V. 



MODE OF LIFE. 



The Bussiaa is very sedentary^ for tbe cli- 
mate compels him to be ao^ and his man-* 
ners are in conséquence as indolent as tbose 
of the OrientsJ. He prefers lying down to 
standings and riding^ in a carriage ta walk- 
îng on foot. Idleness iâ a gênerai defeet 
ci the nation« An équipage is an article 
of tbe first necessity; fasliion prei^ribes it 
as a law^ and the great distances ta be 
tiavarsed in tiie towns, render ii almost 
indispensable; wbiletbeclieapnessof horses 
and of forage, and the fEicilitiea wbidb 
tbe nobles bave of taking tbeir coacb- 
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men from among their serf s^ makes it very 
inexpensive to keep a carriage. Accord- 
ingly, there is no gentleman, however small 
his fortune, who does not sport a carriage, 
and no wretch, however poor, who can- 
not boast of a veliicle. The number of 
carrîages on the public roads is therefore 
positively countless; but for that very rea- 
son they are seldom worth looking at. The 
horses are scarcely ever well matched, and 
certainly the Russian coachmakers cannot 
yet rival their foreign neighbours. 

At St. Petersburg the number of 
droshki and hackney sledges is incalcula- 
ble; besides those which are stationed at 
certain stands, and which are the best, 
thousands circulate in ail parts of the city. 
In the winter, ail the peasants who hâve no 
work in the country, corne with their horse 
and a wretched sledge, to drive the inhabi- 
tants of St. Petersburg, on excessively 
moderate tenus. There is not any fixed 
scale of priées for thèse hired carriages, 
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which gîves occasion to perpétuai disputes, 
altercations, and even blows. 

TBie long droshki are the rudest caniages 
imaginable, the lîghtest and the most in- 
convénient. They consist of a long plank 
placed on spriiigs, borne on four wheels, 
close to the ground, coveredwith a cushion, 
and flanked with latéral boards, which afford 
but slight protection against the mud; 
sometimes there is a small seat in front for 
the coachman, but oftener there is none. In 
this case the driver seats himself astride on 
the droshki, twisting his robe round his 
legs, and supporting his feet by the side of 
the wheels, which splash him unmercifully. 
The master likewise sitting astride, takes 
the place behind him, and may, in case of 
necessity, place another person between 
himself and the coachman. Tliis man holds 
on as tightly as he can, at the risk of 
being thrown out at the first jerk. 

The round droshki is an approach towards 
the cabriolet. There are likewise covered 
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droflhki, whiA we a ahade more respect- 
able^ but they aie goiag more and mom 
oui of faiifaloiiy whereas fhej are beooraing 
more common ai Berlin and ai Paria. 

The bouses are seldom kept in good eca^- 
dition^ especiallj in Moscow, and yon are 
Mire <^ finding some dirty bole in abnort 
ail of tbem. Gomfort and élégance^ tarte 
and luxurj, are^ bowever^ maUng gréai; 
progrès» in the fumiture. The numb» of 
domesties îs oTerwbelming; but they are 
for ihe most part ill-fe^ ill-^lad^ and badlf 
paid« The antechambers are crowded with 
them^ and thej contribute rather to ihe 
filth than to the neatness of the house. 

It is easj to protect yourself from the eold 
in Bussia^ thanks to the abundance of &ib 
and the cheapness of firewood. St. Peteia- 
burg is indebted for the latter advantage to 
the great number of barks whidi arrivée 
from the interîor, and which^ when they are 
unloaded^ are broken up to serve as fuel for 
the citj. Hence fuel is onlj half as dear 
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lÉS ai Moseow, wliich has &o inland Dhngt^ 



In ihe wij^er the doors are double, ttod 
ivdl listed; tiie stores are of immense sûm^ 
aad constructed upon a System irMcli so 
tiioixmghly condenses ihe heat^ that it is 
mdàâent to make up a good fire once in 
.tiie daj oonstantlj to maintAÎii a veiy high 
imnperature. Some persons believe tiattt 
the great beat wbicb prevails in tbe Bussian 
afftrbnents is un&vonrable to their bealtb^ 
«ipeciallj ia tbe bed rooms; otheis tbink^ 
witb M. Yirey^ ihat it is tbe cause of tbeior 
passionate dispositions! Wbat is more 
û^joiious to bealtb tban tbe beat of tbe 
iMiflses is nndoubtedly tbe bumidity of ibe 
iBirsby tracts wbicb snrroimd St. Peter»- 
hwg. It is pa-esumed to be tbe first cause 
û£ tbe scrofolous affections to wbicb tbe 
people are subject. 

Oarpets and chinmeys are a luxury wbidb 
bas not yet become général. Tbe pelisses 
a&rd complète sbeltw against tbe rigour 
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of the climate ; whence you are better pro- 
tected hère from the effects of the severeçt 
frosts than in other coimtries^ where the 
cold offcen takes the inhabitants bj surprise. 

The Russian cookery is very indigestibl^ 
and^ with the exception of some dishes^ 
cannot be touched by délicate persons. It 
îs therefore banished to the inferior classes^ 
and is replaced among the nobility by 
French cookery. 

Two or three kinds of soups^ gniel^ and 
Russian cakes^ are the only dishes which 
retain their privilège of appearing at the 
best tables. Generally speaking people 
live very well, and the meals are numor- 
rous and sumptuous. The consumption of 
Champagne is immense. It is said that 
more Champagne is drunk in Russia than is 
made in France; and the Russian infant 
leams the name of cliquot at the same tim^ 
as the words father and mother. This wine 
costs, however, twice as much as at Paris, 
because the Russian exchequer taked a 
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glass for ereiy one drunk by a prirate 
person. 

The best. Bordeaux wines are sent tO 
Bussia; but Burgundj will not stand the 
passage by sea, Several wines of the 
Grimea rival those of France^ and might 
prove a great resource, if proper adrantage 
were taken of them. Uevertheless, the use 
0f wîne is not yet gênerai; hwas and brandy 
dupply its^place in moderate establishments. 

Tea îs a favourite bererage of the Bus* 
sians, and. some people drink it ail day 
long, just as the Spaniards do their choco^ 
late. A Gennan tourist remarked, that 
**whîle (civilized Europe loudly calls for 
gold, the Bussian calls for tea." 

TheBussians are much addicted to smok- 
ing, and their tobacco is of a pretty good 
quality, the excise not having yet interfered 
with it. The young men carry the mania 
of smoking to a great excess, and hâve 
Talets in their service, specially appointed to 
fill and light their pipes, lî the master 

VOL. I. L 
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êiiters^ or rings his bell, they do noi adc 
what lie wants, but îmmediately haaten ter 
him wîth his pipe and light. Formerlj 
there was much ostentation displayed in 
their pipes^ and in the amber month-pieces; 
Bow quantity bas supplanted qualitj; and 
the cigar is abeady beginning to assert its 
tîgbt orer the pipe. 

The vapour baths are nearly the same as 
ihey bave been from time immemoriid; 
they are at once a luxury and a pleasnre^ 
promoting cleanliness and health. The use 
of linen is not so gênerai as might be 
âesired ; nay^ it is still a mark of distinctiMi 
èf the highér ranks. Many persons change 
ît only when they go to the bath»^ — once^ 
or at most, twice a week. 

" So you put on clean linen every day,"' 
said a Kussian officer to his comrade, wi» 
had beon accustomed to Paiisiaîi .habits^ 
^ And you ?" inquired the latter» *^ I ke^ 
that for Saturday," replied the other^ wîth 
great naïveté. In fact there are persons 
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tuba préfet coloured linen^ becaase ît îm 
les» liable to become dîrtj^ or at leaat to 
âppeax ao. 

Cards are the nwsl resource and amuser 
Bient o£ tbe Eussiaus^ and fîll up tb^eir 
eirenings more tiian dancing and conver-*^ 
dation. Wbist and Préférence bave snper- 
aeded Pbarao and Lansquenet; and tbe cîiql 
officers^ in particnlar^ bave acquired gre^dt 
skill in tbese games. 

Eeonomy is a tbing nnknown to tbe 
BossiEns ; tbey are eitber covetous or avar 
rieious^ and tbe former more offcen tban tbe 
latten Some mercbants deprive tbemselyes 
of every pleasnre in life to board up tbieir 
wealtb, and succeed tbereby, ratber tban 
by successful spéculations^ in amassing im- 
l&ense fortunes^^ wbicb tbe sons squander 
away more rapidly tban tbeir fatbers bave 
aequired tbem« 

, : The nobles, on tbe contrary, generally 
live fer beyond tbeir income^ and conseT 
^ently cpntract immense debts^ of wbieb 

L 2 
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they defer the payment till tbe time of 
their marriage, or their promotion in the 
service. It is considered fashionable^ and 
à mark of good breeding, to get into debt, 
and to send the credîtors about their 
business if they venture to apply for their 
due. The publie service créâtes a kînd 
of right in thîs respect, by securing the 
military and civil officers against certain 
légal annoyances; and^ accordingly, there 
îs no country in the world where it is more 
difficult to get paid, and where crédit is less 
extended. Those who are wise withdraiv 
betimes to their estâtes, in order to repair 
the breaches which a résidence in the ca- 
pital bas made in their fortunes. 

The nobleman may choose between en- 
tering the public service^ living on hia 
estâtes, and going on foreign travel. He 
who enters the s^rice must renounce ail 
Individuality and independence, arm him-> 
Belf with patience, indifférence, and insen^ 
sibility^ and hope for promotion ônly by 
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persévérance in ail thèse melancholj elèr 
ments of success. He must alwajs flatter 
and cringe^ but never eomplain; still less 
may he allow hîmself to hâve, or to gîve, an 
opinion of his own. 

j^o person can réside at St. Petersbinrg 
vithout being in the service, at least for 
form's sake — ^that is to say, without being 
inscribed in some branch of the Administra^ 
tion; but in the Provinces it is extremely 
dijfficult to escape serving in élective offices. 

The life of the landowner is nionotonou8 
and insipid in the extrême; winter espe* 
cially is insupportable in the country, and 
everybody in tolerable circumstances spendâ 
it at Moscow, or at least in the capital of 
his province, where he bas the resource of 
dubs^ of some balls given by the nobility, 
andof gambling. The country seats lie very 
scatteredy and their owners see each other 
but seldom, andwhenever they do meei^ 
they always pass several days together* 
Honting and fishing parties are rare ; thç 
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hewspapers go round in a limîted drcle^ and 
conversation languishes or tums ojûj db 
unifiteresting subjects. 
' The most cîvîlîzed, the most discontented, 
or the most wealthy, go to amuse or tô 
console themselves in foreîgn countiies, 
where a résidence seldom fails to he <if 
great adrantage to their minds, even 
though, on their retum, they résume their 
former haWts. 

Travelling is, however, often resorted to 
by the Eussians as a source of economy 
as well as of luxury ; but this does not jpe- 
vent the Czar from using every effort in 
hïs power to hinder the visits of hig subjectà 
tô foreign coUntries. The diflGiculties whidi 
he throws in their way enhance the tem[p- 
tation, and the eïnigration of the Eussiim 
nobles has become quite systematic. They 
save up money only that they may be aWe 
to go abroad, where they remain till th^ 
tesources are whoUy exhausted, or till the 
éîtpiratîon of the term for which their 
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^rt îs granted^ viz;^ five years fôr the 

.iiobleman^ and tfaree years for.the citizen» 

The latter is presumed to be more . diligent 

or more dexterous in lis affidrs, or to hâve 

less important business than the noblenuu^ 

-who, in fact^ has no business save his jdea* 

•sure, The mania for travelling is strongw 

'in the courtiers than their complaisance for 

their Sovereign — -nay, the Grand Duke 

^Michael himself said, that if he were merely 

a Sussian gênerai, he would not fail to go 

to Paris. 

JThe life of the merchant is very diflTerent 
•fit>m that of the nobleman. He pjays si 
.diaughts instead o£ cards^ rides in a car 
jnstead of a chariot, and has the liberty tp 
"wear a long beard, ah ornament which no 
tnobleman is pennitted to indulge in. He 
is faithfiil to the Eussian cookery, drinks 
bis Champagne, and sips his tea in the 
^jsancer instead of the cup. He employa 
bis superâuous wealth in ornamenting the 
images of his patron sarnt, and in adom- 



152 RUSSIA Uin>EB 

ing his wife; the whole in ihe worst taste 
imaginable. His cbildren bave nothing 
more at heart than to throv àside the na- 
tional costume, and to dress like petiU 
nuxttreSm 

The vanitj of the peasant m displayed in 
the omaments of his cottage» The Bos^ 
sian huts hâve a great resemblance to the 
Swiss cottages; the handsomest are two 
storîes in height, and are covered with a 
gteat profusion of carvings in wood, and 
sometimes they are painted with very brilliant 
Colours. Those peasants who are in toler- 
able circumstances préserve very great 
neatness in the interior of their dwellings, 
and this extends even to the Tarracam, 
which a popular préjudice bas stamped as 
guests that bring good fortune. The stove 
and the bed are curions articles; the former 
occupies the middle^ or the largest part of 
the room, and the bed is a woôden stage 
on tressels, and fonns a kind of second 
ceîling where the whole family sleeps, nay 
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sometimes several familles sleep nnder the 
same roof^ by the side of each other. 

The Eussian peasant likes to marrj while 
young; indeed a wife îs indispensable to 
him. She îs hîs workwoman^ his servaiitj» 
and his housekeeper. He does not abso*- 
lutely insist on her virtue, and hence the 
young villagers ahnost alw^^ys hâve loyers 
before they hâve a husband. There is 
something extremely pleasiog and delight* 
fol in the politeness and candour of a Bos- 
sian peasant; he saintes ail he meets^ and 
has a kind word for everybody. If he finds 
a man at work^ he says ^^May God assist 
yon;" and if he sees any one eating^ he 
cries "Bread and sait!" 

On holidays the villages présent a very 
animated appearance^ the people dress 
themselves in their best^ the grey caftan 
iB superseded by the blue^ and the bark 
leggings are laid aside for the boot or shoe. 
The women put on their smartest cap> or 
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Mààûoi of BbûS, more or less fine, orna- 
mented with ribbons and beads* 

' ^e «nembled population amnse them* 
gel^ ynik singing and dancings to whidi 
^Miblîng is somethnes added. The aoi^ 
are eî a ratber melandiolj cast^ and of an 
equivocal character, bat tbe cbonises are 
vwy agreeable. 

The hoAorlaika snpersedes the guitar 
as an accompaniment both to the voice and 
the dance, in which the heels and anns of 
the performers act the principal part. The 
^carcSnce îs a very gênerai and verj inno- 
<^&sA game; the daneers arrange iiieniselye6 
m two rôws behind eacfa ôther^ the tbsxl 
giving their hands to the women. At the 
head is the principal person^ who hums^ as 
H ifi called, and heiu^e the name giyen to 
làis game. The last couple séparâtes and 
TUEus forward^ he -vrho bnrns must endearoiô: 
to catch the woman before her partner. If 
liCv Bncceeds; the latter takës hîâ place^ ma 
so on. 
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The Eassian mountains afford a ne^er-* 
i^idiugdiyerdouintlièdeptliofmnter. They 
are îmilt by tlie street boys wîth the first ice, 
and doring tbé camival, are erected even in 
âiee capital towtis fer th^ use of the popalace. 
At Saster^ ifhen the ice has disappeared, 
âiey are made of wood. The bon ton hâve 
mountains of their own at St. Fetersburg, 
idnch they caU English, becàuse an English 
eiub faas the direction of them. 

The Easter holidays are celebrated in a. 
singnlaT manner^ and continue at least for a 
3»eek,whichiscalledHoly week. Thepeoplé 
ihen greet each other^^tccording to establish* 
«d eustom^ and embrace three times^ some, 
iior^ever, do not content thernselves mth 
exercising their privilège on their acquaini- 
Mices^but sélect pretty women in préférence, 
who cannot refuse with a good grace^ unless 
th©y belong to a higher class of society, 
iirkeare ioreign manners Imre acquired an 
^teoendancy over the national usages and 
•neligious habits. The Ëmperor embraces 
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«11 bis court, and ail the officers of the 
guard, on the first day of the holidays, and 
fhe Empress allows them to kiss her hànd« 
On thèse occasions it is the custom to saj> 
'^ Christ îs risen/' and to answer, ^'Bisen 
indeedi" One day, when the Emperor 
Ificholas thus saluted a Jewish sentinel^ 
the latter replied, ^*It is a terrible liel'* 
The Czar very considerately ordered that 
the Jews should not again be made to 
mount guard on those days* 

Painted eggs and imitations of them 
in china^ sugar^ and wax^ are offered and 
receîved in profusion* The people amuse 
themselves in breaking them, one against 
the other, and making them roll in tubes : 
the winner in the first case is he whose egg 
breaks the other; and, in the latter, he who 
touches it« 

Bussia is very rich in game of every 
kind, and the chase is excessively easy; 
with the exception however of bear-hunting^ 
which is as dangerous as it is diverting» 
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lHûS animal^ which îs peculiarly national^ 
bas verj singular habits^ wîth which the 
natives are peifectly acquaînted. He is 
very fond of wheat^ and often gôes intô 
ihe fields by nigbt. The strawberry is bis 
farourite fruits and more tban one wornan 
bas found berself face to face witb a bear 
whUe gathering strawberries. A woman 
WBB once surprised at seeing a bear just 
opposite to ber, sbe ^was excessîvely 
alarmed^ and gave bim a violent blow on 
tbe bead witb ber basket. Tbe beast^ taketi 
by surprise^ was seized witb a panic terror^ 
and fled as fast as be could. It is said tbat 
be was found dead at some leagues' dis- 
tant, and tbis is by no means improbable^ 
for otber facts of the same nature prove 
tbat tbis animal is subject to sudden ter* 
rors whicb are capable of causing bis deatb. 
. In winter the bear covers himself witb 
dry leaves, and remains lying on the same 
spot, sucking bis paws, whicb in fàct îs ail 
tbe noorishment be gets. A solitary pea- 
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saut sometimes Tentures to attack thîs as£- 
w^, anned ojûj with his hunting kniCe^ 
He qidetly allowa him to jj^ace his fronk 
pawB <m hÎ8 shoiilders^ in order the mase 
easîly to plunge the knife into liis beUj^ 
Ai» otber times^ two men go tc^ether^ armed 
with forks^ and seek ont the bear in lua 
retreat» They salute him in a fri^idly 
lyianner^ call him by his name> Michael, vmà 
walk eomposedly for some way by his aideé 
^ddenly^ one of them makes a movemenfc 
as if to attack the beast^ which instantly 
falls npon hro^ leaying his side exposed to 
the other hunter^ who plunges his fork intâ 
his loini^ and with the a»Bistanee of Us 
çomrade easily overpowers him. 

Bometimes the bear is taken by means 
of his defeets, which are obstinacy andglnt- 
tony; snares of this kind are partieidaiiy 
sneeessfiil with the cnbs. Thus for in- 
stance^ balls stuck with nails are thrown ai 
them wtîch they persist in endearouring to 
cnish^. and the more pain the nails giy^ 



NICI]>OLAS TBR PIBST. %Ql9 

tiiem^ tiie doser tiiej âriye theni bàio ihm^ 
pawB ; or a barrel smeared with honeyt is^ 
iiirQwn to tfaem^ which easîly stidbr fasfc to^ 
ibek heftd^ aad they are thns takea aiiye hy 
iJie hunisman* 

Wheu Ute bear is woimded^ he becmnËs^ 
fiirioQSy bceaka Ûiq trees^ or if tliere are 
IMiie, tears up beaps of eartib, whieh: b& 
tosses înto the air. Wbenerer hé throwa 
down a man^ be cleayes bis akull^ lind 
consequently^ if anj one is so unforÊHiiate 
aa to be without defence^ be takes wi^ 
to £edl before bim in sucb a nuumer as t# 
expose tbe less jaoble part of bis body t«a^ 
tiie bear's daws. 

Wolves are very commoi^ ia consequeiieâ^ 
of tbe waut of regular battues^ but in ih0 
western proyince», wbieb are tbe most ydd 
of wood, tbey, as well . as tbe bears^ are 
becoming more ànd more scaree. They am 
inoffenslye and timid in summer^ but ia 
winter ibey approacb tbe dwejlings and 
attack man and beast. Tbey always &li 
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upon the latter rather than upon the former, 
and above ail, devour anj of their own 
troop that are killed or wounded. The 
parts whîch they prefer, are the calves of 
men and the breasts of women. Thej are 
attracted by the sqneaking of a pig, and 
whenever a peasant goes ont to hunt them« 
he fastens sacking pigs to his traineaux, 
whose sqneaking allures them. 

The moorcock is the principal game în 
Bussia, which it never leayes, and it is 
hunted both in winter and summer. In 
winter, a sort of tent of boughs is built in 
the forest, at the top of which the sports- 
men place impaled coeksy that serve to 
attract the game. The habits of thèse 
birds deserve to be attentirely studied. 
They hâve scouts which wam the band of 
the approach of the hunter, upon which 
they instantly flee away, but do not fly; 
they hâve leaders, which are the oldest and 
mo9t experienced among them, and which 
it is extremely difficult to kill, for they are 
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tJie last tliat sufier themselves to be caugl^ 
in the trap of the impaled cock. 

The deaf heath cock is two or three time9 
as large as the common cock. It is re* 
markable that he is deaf only while he is 
crowing^ and that as soon as he stops^ the 
slightest noise scares him away. The hun* 
ter is therefore obliged to attack him while 
he is actually crowing; as long as it lasts 
he is quite at libertj^ and may even miss 
the bird without being heard; but he must 
refrain from the slightest movement wheq^ 
the cock is silent. 

The woodcock is found in great profusion 
in Bussia^ and the snipe exists in ail its 
yarieties. The red partridge and the phea- 
sant are met with only in the south^ and 
are very numerous in the Caucàsus. ^The 
white partridge is as common as the grey; 
and there is an abundance of harçs and 
foxes^ whereas rabbits and goats are ex- 
tremely rare. 

VOL. I. M 
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THE RUSSIaKGOVERNMENT. 



The distinctire charactensÔ^l^^ **^ 
Buasian Goremment are de^potisi^ *^ 
rapacity. It bas never coneeiyed the^^ 
fiibilit j of reigning without oppression ; â)F 
bas it been able to eomprebend tbat ge» * 
tl^iess secures tbe bappiness of tbe people 
and tbe security of tbe Goremment^ more\ 
tban anjLeltj, wbieb in Bussia^ is caUed jusi V 
sererity, wbile tjranny is confounded witk \ 
poirer. 

Tbe Emperor iKTicboks is tbe dedared 
enemy of liberty, and bis enttre policy ifl 
concentrated to persécute it to tbe utmost* 



NICHOLAS THS FIRST. 185 

He believes tiiai liberty is equiralent to 
' disorder, and camiot comprehend tliat order 
ctifflot exist withont it, and that there are 
aa abases of power nnder the regimen of 
slavery. ISTicliolas has stifled Hbertj in 
Pola&d; and has done ererything he can to 
crush it in Sussia. In a letter which he 
wrote to the Emperor of Austria^ at the 
epening of the aecond campaîgn in Turkej, 
he told him^ that ^^in order to assist him 
against nberalism, which vas raising its 
head even at the foot of thrones^ and whidi 
he deplored as miidi as himselfy it was ne-' 
eessary that Etmncis IL shonld not encoa- 
rage the résistance of the Sultan^ whick 
required the employment of ail the fnt^es 
4^ Sussia/* 

When wiU sorereigns be conyineed tbat 
their interests, and those of their peopl^ 
are identical ? That without lîberty iliea*e 
is neither wealth nor chrilîzation ? That to 
sn^ress it is to commit robbery, and tiiuit 
to gire it is to acqtdre the highest title to 

m2 
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renown^ and to the gratitude of the world« 
It is not necessarj to be a Washington for 
the accomplishment of this; it is qoite 
enough to be an honest well-intentioned 
man. It is the duty of a Government, not 
only not to restrict the liberty of its people, 
but to elevate them^ and qualify them for 
the enjoyment of it. il^icholas often makes 
a show of frankness; he says that '^a con- 
^titutional govemment is répugnant to bis 
honourable feelings, because it conunands 
plots and intrigues^ of which he dis- 
approves." What is there in this to call 
for our admiration? The frankness of 
despotism is only the impudence of 
vice. 

The peculations of persons in office are 
beyond ail conception. Ail the fimction- 
aries, high and low, steal openly and with 
impunity, from the amunition to the ra- 
tions of the soldiers and the medicines of 
the hospitals. Will it be believed that they 
actually conceal the number of men who 
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&11 in everj action till the end of the 
campaîgn^ and thus continue to receive the 
provisions and equipment of those who 
hâve disappeared from the ranks^ but who 
nevertheless remain on the lists till the 
end of the war ? In the Caucasus^ where 
hostilities are incessant^ this abuse had 
risen to an enonnous excess; the ranks 
were thinned, yet the lists were ftill, as 
also were the pockets of the officers*. 

The captain lires on his squadron or lus 
Company; the colonel on his régiment; the 
gênerai on his brigade; and so on. On 
giving up the comtnand of his corps^ the 
gênerai comes to an understanding with 
his successor^ a^d nothing more is saidf . 

* In 1813 and 1814, Colonel P. took care to indicate 
among tbe dead, tbe soldiers who prépare the gruel for 
their comrades, because they carry the iron pots used 
for this purpose about with them, the loss of which it 
was necessary to replace; ail this was so much gain for 
their insatiable chief» who had besides acquired a large 
fortune with his wife. 

t Endeayours arif now being made to remedj thèse 
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The officers of police who receive salaries. 
c£ 1000 francs^ liare doaks and horses 
worth maiiy tiionsand nibles. The heads 
of tiie police hâve hous^^ and the goyer- 
noTB hôtels. Persons in office make iheir 
fortunes much quicker in Bussia than in 
dther countries, and in some departmentG^ 
sooner than in others. One band waahes 
the other. The officers, hîgh and hrw, 
share their gains, and woe to him who shall 
prétend to act with probîty; Hie poor 
innocent sheep wouM speedil j be deToored 
tj thèse rapacions wolrea. 

By the aid of money tibe Yrorst causes 
are gaîned in the tribnnals, and monej will 
purdbiase ind^nnities £(>r er&ry mme. Dœs 
any one désire to institute a law suit? 
He does not înquîre whether he bas better 
rîghts than his adversary, but merely ex- 
amines wheth^ he is richer* In that eas^ 

ahttset, bj 4epftvÎBg tiie niiîtarj AïA «f everjthk^ 
relative to the administration of theeorps, andtoeBtmst 
it to a sfncîal casurnsnom 
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beîng ceitain of having làe judges <m hm 
fiide^ he proceeds to act. The Emperor 
hmiself déclares that he is pawerles&against; 
tiiis scourge, and H is well for Mm if bis 
mm fortone is not stolen'^. 

On the other hand^ he has ccmfiscated 
ihe estâtes of the Pôles for the benefit of 
the Crown, and this refiaotem^it of crueltj 

* During my staj at Berlin, a chaiacteristio anec- 
dote was in circulation. 

Tlie Emperor, during «ne of bis yisits te tlmt caipilal» 
jihowed Friaoe AuguBtus a «nuff*boz» wbich his Majesty 
intended for M. Kriiger» and which the Prince greatly 
admîred. After it had been given to the artist» his 
Hoyal HighneM expressed a wish te see it «gain, and 
greaft was his surprise cm finding a yeiy ordinary snsiff- 
box in place of the one which had been shown him. 
île spoke of ît to the Emperor, who, perceiving thaï hè 
Iwd been robbed, repHed tihail he sboifld bave toc «mch 
to do BT he attempted to eradlcate tiiis TÎce. 

This did not prevent the dégradation and banishment 
of the contractorsy who had so badly provided the 
Riissian eorps at l^e reviews of Karlisch, in ISSdyaad 
«fterwards Prin€e D «was deprived ef his efum- 

lettes as aid-de-casip to ihe Emperor in the Caucasus^ 
which were bestowed on his brother-în-law, the Baron 
Rosen. 
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cannot be justified in our days. M. 
Gejelinshky mode a trade eren witli the 
Emperor's signatiire. He was at the head 
of the Ghancery of the Committee of 
Ministers^ and, on the receipt of large 
bribes^ efiaced or altered the Impérial dé- 
cisions which were written in pencil. He 
was informed against bj a clerk whom he 
bad dismissed^ and was accordingly sum* 
moned by the Emperor, who promised that 
lie wonld be lenient to him if he confessed 
his crime. He did so^ and was brought to 
trial, but when before the Court, he denied 
the confession which he had made tp 
Kicholas. He was degraded to the rank of 
a private soldier, upon which the Emperor, 
yieldmg to a culpable weaJmess, had him 
admitted into the 14th class, in order tb 
enable him to enjoy the property which he 
had amassed so illegally. Since this affair 
the décisions of the Emperor, written in 
pencil, are covered with a kind of yamish, 
which prevents their being altered. 



KICHOLAS THE FIRST. 169 

The main sprin^ and sole object of the 
Bussian Govemment is its own înterest ; 
tlie happiness of the people ît regards as 
of secondary importance. Their physîcal 
Ayants are ail that it endeavours to provide 
for^ and as this is impossible^ without the 
civilization which it dreads^ because it does 
not comprehend it^ it finds itself condemned 
to the punishment of the Danaids. '^ What 
I désire above ail things/' said the Emperor 
Kicholas^ "is to secure the tranquiUity of 
my son's i^eign : " and this son^ on hastening 
to meet and congratulate him on having 
escaped the mysterious mnsket-shot at 
Posen, which, according to ail appearances, 
proceeded firom a carriage in his own suite, 
the Czar reprimanded him seyerely. " We 
must not," said he, "make the people en-j 
tertain the idea that it is possible to fire at 
ihe Czar." 

One day Coiint Bejikendorf said to the 

Bussian author B ^, whom he lectured 

for a patriotic article, "Tou must not instfl^ 
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^ rach notions înto the people : thej are the 
caitle which serre to draw tiie car/' 

^ In this Oovemment the Emperor is 
ererything: ail moves and ihres only 
tiirough hînu From the colonr of a dress 
sud the hutton of a coat^ to the inost 
oomplex law-soit; ev^ytlmi^ panHoc^ mt 
is snpposed to pass ihrough his hands^ and 
nothing can be dcme withont fais orders or 
hk sanction, flis interests onght to be 
tàe rule and the primarj dutj of everj 
person in his service^ and the Sœsîaa Go* 
Tournent bas the sin^licity to Write at the 
l^ad of its législation: the Emperor of afl 
tilie Bosssaa is an antoerat monarch^ whœe 
poif er is nnlimited. Grod himself orders ali 
to obej his suprême will^ not only fitMn 
fear, bnt from conviction. — Swod., vol. L, 
sec. i., art. 1 ♦. 

* The catecliîsin used in tlie Polkli prormces ipeaks 
ef the homage paid to the Emperor: it saysj that " People 
must submit to the decrees of his justice, according to 
the example of Christ, who died upon the erosa.'* M. 
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** T^ie power of the Government,'* say» 
an artîde of the same code, '^ beloaigs, in 
its full extent, to tbe Goveimnenl*' It is 
tibe Groremment which makes and wbidi 
dianges làe laws, Hie 60th artide laja 
it down as a mie, that the laws bare no re-> 
trof^eciiTe fiiroe, but the follawing aitide 
excepts ail those in whîch it is expressly 
crtated ihat they applj to times anterior to 
tiie publication. The 70th article formallj 
States, that '^ erery distinct or spécial ukase, 
apfdying to a certain cause, or to a certain 
oatler of things, deprîves the gênerai laivs 
<if their £»roe for thèse same causes;*' and 
il adds, that ^privil^es granted by the 
Emperor to individuals or to societies, may 
eontain clauses contcary to the général 
lawfi^ which lose ail their effieçt as far as 
tibose cases are concemed.'* Everyday 
exceptions to the gênerai laws pass nnder 

de la Mennaîs exclûmed on tins subject, ** It lias been 
giT«n to Uiis man to etthtrgt tbe fimits <»f blasphemy F' . 
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the egîs of thèse words, ^* ne v primer 
drotignim,'^ wîthout application to other 
cases. Tjrannj bas never held more firank 
language^ nor shewn less resenre in plainly 
expressing her meaning ; far from blushing 
at herself^ she belieres^ and would hâve jou 
to believe^ tbat she is the guardian angel 
of Bnssia. 

The interest of the Sovereign is the due 
which runs through the labyrinth of Bus-, 
sian législation. It is this which the 
Govemors of the Provinces are to attend 
to in the first place : the interest of the 
country is a secondary considération. The 
censorship is enjoined to attend to it above 
ail things. In the churches, the Emperor 
is placed on an equality with God. The 
Czar is prayed for more than the human. 
race and the spread of the Gospel o£ 
Christ ; and the liberty of religion is in- 
scribed in the laws, only that God may be 
prayed to for the happiness of the Sove- 
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reîgn^ in ail languages and according to 
ail religions forms"^. 

The jttdicial power appertains to the 
Czar as much as the législative and thé 
executive. The Emperor may suspend^ 
modify, revise, or quash every kind of sen- 
tence, mitigate or aggravate a punishment, 
and unhappily, iN^icholas more frequently 
uses the latter than the former of thèse 
privilèges. Prescription is a mère illusion. 
Baron B— — , an aid-de-*camp of Greneral 
Diebitsch was recommended to the Czar hy 
the Eield Marshal, respecting an affair 
which had been terminated more than fif«- 
teen years before, and the Emperor ordered 

Swod., vol. I> art. 45. '^ Religîous lîberty is given 
not onlj to Christians of différent sects, but also to the 
Jews, tbe Mabometans, and the heatbens, in order 
tbat aU nations residing în Russia^ may glorify Almighty 
God in their différent languages, according to the law 
and the rite of their ancestors, blessing the reign ofike 
JRussian monarchs^ and imploring the Creator of tbe 
universe to increoêe theproiperity and the power of the 
etnpiTe» 
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that ifc sliould be reweiMà in the hSk 
Senate. The bills of enchange which had 
led to the sale by «action of an estate 
belonging to bis fS^ther, were declared 
ill^[alp because they bad been girai to 
coarte6aii% aad tbe p^rson wbo had bougjbt 
tkis estate at the auction waa deprived of 
H without any indemnification* 

The Czar is Président of tbe ConncU for 
the Empire^ but bia vote k not onlj redcr- 
oned as two wben tbere ia a dlidâion, but it 
arails eren against tbe majority^ howei^er 
great that may ^. Tbe will of tbe CouDr- 
cdl bas no effect except it be ananimous. It 
ia sufficient for one member to ezjHress aa 
opinion, at variance with tbe otber, for tbe 
Emperor to gire it tbe prépondérance. 
** Tbere is no evîl Tfîtbout a compensation,** 
say tbe Bussians, wbo find an apology for 
erery abuse; and wbenever the majority is 
in error, the Emperor does well to décide 
against it; but wben he desires to favour a 
courtier, or to punish an adversary, be bas 
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BO difficitltj in finding at least one ymce^ to 
expreaatiie opinion wliich he desires to pre- 

^' Tliere m no law in Bnssia/' saja Pnscii- 
kia; ^the law is noiled to a stake^ and tint 
stake wears a crown.'' The Bnssian lawyers 
k»re 110 idea of justice^ and magistiatea do 
not beliere in the aanctitj of the kw. Hiere 
are as many laws as there may be particular 
œes^ wheaee thé Bus^an législation is as 
dasiic aa the conscience of a jesnist Tbere 
are no laws in Bossia: there axe onlj ordi* 
Battcesy ukases^ emanatîng from the caprice 
of the master^ or dietated by isolated cîr« 
eoanstances, and such decrees do not mexit 
the name of laws^ saye when they hâve the 
fisree of snch*. Lair bas a moral and rea^ 
sonable baais; it flows trom acknowledged 

* The EmpresB» Catherine II.» haying conYoked De- 
pntîes to prooeed to draw up a code of laws, one of them 
inquired if there would be any ukases, and belng aASwered 
in the affinnative, ezclaimed, that '^ In that case there 
was nothing to be done»* and immediately retomed to 
hîs own provmce. 
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hd», wbich frequently recur^ from ascer- 
tained wants^ and is the expression of 
indisputable utility; ordinances^ onthecon*- 
trary^ are only the inspirations of an 
isolated will^ of a transitorj want^ real^ or 
imaginary. Confiscation of property was 
abolished bj Catherine^ but it bas been re- 
established by JSTicholas^ in conséquence of 
the Polish révolution. Emigration was 
tolerated on condition of a certain payment 
to Govemment; !N^icholas bas caused it to 
be assimilated to high treason^ in consé- 
quence of a Polish subject going to settle 
in Switzerland. Two charters^ thc^e of 
Michael Somanof and of Catherine 11.^ per- 
mitted the nobles to réside in foreign coun- 
tries; !N^îcholas^ from antipathy to libéral 
ideas^ limits their résidence abroad to five 
years^ imposes a tax on their passports^ and 
submits the delivery of them to ail kinds of 
difficulty. 

The Sussian Government is perfectly 
aware that the unworthy proceedings in 
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whicli if takes pleasure^ caunot subsist es^ 
cept under the shelter of the grossest igno- 
rance and the deepest immorality: and^ 
accordingly, the main secret of its policy m 
to brutalize and demoralize the people. 
It is whollj ignorant of the dignity of man^ 
which ît makes to consist in a blind obé- 
dience to its decrees^ and whoever has a 
sensé of bis individual worth is considered 
by it^ as a rebel. It desires to command 
despotically and to be servilely obeyed^ 
M. Kukolnick brought ont a play, called''^ 
" The Hand of the Most High/' which was 
replète with classic Czarism. The delighted 
Gzar sent for him; the poet, who had a 
brother implicated in the revolt of 1825^ 
trembled when he appeared before the Sove- 
reign^ who inquired the cause of bis fear^ 
and encouraged him by saying^ ^^It is aa 
every day occurrence, that of two brothers, 
cme is base and the other honest." M^ 
Polevoï who ventured to find fault with this 
&inous play was arrested at Moscow, to™^ 

VOL. I. N 
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firom Bis ftnûly, dragged to St. Petersburg^^ 
and eseorted by a gen-d'armes in a eon^ 
inefs CBT, and tbis shock had so great aa 
e£fect Qpon bhn^ that the libéral autbor was 
transformed into a fiilsome parasite of tb# 
(Court* On tbis occasion^ some verses of 
tbe following purport were made. — 

^The Hand of tbe Most High'' bas ac- 
complisbed tbree prodîgies, — ^it bas sared 
tbe country^ elevated Kukolnick, and roined 
Polevoï. 

"Eo body in Eussia dares to differ in opi^ 
xdon from tbe Emperor, even on tbe most 
trifling subject; on a question of art^ or of 
Hterature. Wben be bas once giren bis 
opinion notbing remains but to accède to it 
<j(r to remain silent. I one day asked a 
joumalist if be would giye a review of tbe 
fiistbiy of , M. Buturlin^ Adjutant-General 
to tbe Emperor? be answered witb mucb 
simplicity^ " I bave noi got two beads upon 
my sboulders." 

Tbe Bussian Govemm^it is a military 
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gOTerament : strong and resolute, bût Tmital 
and precipîtate, ignorant and cruel. T6e 
forms, whîch are otierwise obsèired, are 
superflnous, and would, în fact, bé ridiculoùs 
tbe moment thej seemed only to mask fts 
crneltj. The politeness of IVf. Dourelt îiad 
made Iiîm tbe buffoon of tbe secret poEce, 
and the Emperor wheneyer be wishes to 
be polîte pnts a con^traiht upon hîmsetf : 
like tbe sea and like Mîrabeam, a bandsome 
man is n^rer so bandsome as when be is 
angry. 

XJnder tbe reîgn of tbe sabre and tbe 
mustacbîo, tbe peacefui citizen feels ill at 
ease. Talent is ont of place where brutal 
force prevafls; wMlé tbe latter, tbougb 
blushîng at itself, fears, bâtes, despises, and 
persécutes it. Cîvîlization cannot be regu- 
lated by beat of drmn; tbis noise is bate- 
fal, and it sbuns it, witbdraws in despaîr^ 
and pines away in melancboly inactivity. 
^Persécution/* says a Gerinan proverb, *^is 
fte fate of talent în Eussia.**^ Persécution 

K 2 
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might be endured, and talent nûght consî- 
der it as a crown of laurels whenever its 
power is thus acknowledged and honoured; 
but when barbarism swajs the sceptre, it 
alFects contempt for talent, as a futile ob- 
ject and the source of déception, rather 
than as a means of success. It encourage» 
only those who amuse it, and, at the most, 
endures him who gives it no umbrage. 

In Sussia, the tenu ^^leamed man," is 
équivalent to an odd man, a poor devil, a 
sort of labourer; — a professer is on a par 
Mdth domestics; a literary man, one who 
has mistaken his vocation. If an artist is 
welcomed and received, it is for the most 
part with an excess of enthusiasm or indif- 
férence which exceeds the limits of pro- 
priety. The singer loses his voice in Eus- 
sia; the artist can paint only soldiers or 
^rtraits; an architect of genius cannot get 
one plan adopted which does not resemble 
spme édifice already known. The Emperor 
4&fPaced a portrait by Kriiger, because he 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 181 

found eîght buttons to his unîform instead 
of nine^ and sent it back to the artist at 
Berlin ! Count Benkendorf would not per- 
mit a celebrated painter to set out for Italj. 
***WTiat would you do there with the pea- 
sants?'* said he; to which the artist, being 
closely pushed, replied, " And what hâve I 
to do hère with servants?*' The Président 
of the Academy of Fine Arts invited M. 

B to go and study the style of an 

obscure artist at Dusseldorf ; to which the 
other answered, "There is nothing in corn- 
mon between us; he drinks water, and I 
drink wine," Another Sussian painter pre- 
sented some pictures for churches, which 
had been ordered, and the Emperor not 
only would not receive them, but had him 
expelled from the Academy, which did not 
afterwards dare to give him much employ- 
ment as a drawing-masten 

M. Petscherin, one of the most distin- 
guished pupils of the Institution of Profes* 
sors, went to iNTaples after having completed 
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his GMne a£ study at B^diiu The âecre- 
tarf of HïB Bufisiaa Légation at iNia^les 
had tlie kq^rudenGe to write a leiler by tibe 
poit to a friend at St. Feteisborg, talliqs 
him that he had jnst becôme acqiiakited 
wkh Petscberin^ a aum of talent, but a 
riole&t repubUcau. Tbe letterwas of couise 
opened aad read at tihe post-offioc^ ani 
ordera were jgiven kigtanter to ^ce M. 
PetBcberin uadeac Hke ia&fieciiœi of ihe 
BQC^t police. On hù retam to ^ a Pbilo- 
Ic^gical Quiirat Mmoom, be perœiveda spj 
att^!idHig bifl lectuse. Indignant at eucb a 
pcdceeding, be aâked leave of absence to 
gp abroady and went to settle ia Switaer- 
laawL JML Strogono^ tbe Curator €£ the 
XJfiiirersâty of Mobc^w, wrote to bim, invit- 
ing bîm to retum, sxkà promisîng to f orget 
wJbat was past. M. Pet^berin re^plied, tbat 
be knew tbe fate :vFbicb awaited kun m 
Tjwiftii^.^ tiiat be sbonld bave gold and deoo- 
ratÛHis lambed npon bkn; but tbat to mék 
a ^oofidition, he preferred povert j and inde« 
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pendenee. His itielancholj forebodings 
were more tb&n realized. His relatiyes 
qoieklj aliandcmed him; Ms &ther, who 
hdd the xank of G^neral^ had alreadj 
leâised bim any sappc»rt, £rom tbe moment 
wh&OL he would not be preTiiled upon t4> 
^abrace the militaiy <a,reer. His profound 
asd rarious knowledge fieuied to fumi^ bim : 
with means of subsistence; be madie an 
uasaœessfiil attempt upon bis life ; and at 
l&igÛï àxat bimiœlf cq» in a Belgian menas- 
tery, where be now knguisbes. Maj peace 
fpllow bim there, and may bis name be 
branded on tbe fordiead of tbe Eussîait» 
GrOYemmentl 

Tbe coimtenam^e of tbe Sovei^eign^ and 
long continued pubUc services^ fax from ae- 
caringamajia^inst arrogance, onlye^^oœ. 
bim tbe more. *' Is it your décorations tbat. 
make yon so prond?" said tbe ibipe^ox one 
day ta one of bis Gr^aerals; ^^it was I wbo; 
gare them to yon, and I will take liiem 
away.** "Ton cannot make your Cadets 
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marcb/' saîd the Grand Duke Michael to 
General Seh'*' % and made the vétéran place 
liunself in the ranks^ and march with the 
standard-bearers. Very recently, in 1843, 
the Emperor having entered the tent of the 
Prince of Oldenburg during the exercise of 
the troops^ and perceiving on the carpet a 
q»ot of oil, which there had not been time 
to remove, wrote in the order of the day, 

" I thank the Prince of for his un- 

cleanhness/' which induced the Master of 
the Horse to tender his résignation. The 
Prince, though he retired from the service, 
could not overcome his taste for the Court, 
and asked the Emperor for permission to 
retain the carriage and livery of the 
Court. Nicholas replied, that he had not 
expected such meanness in the Prince 

of . 

It is difficult to décide whether brutality 
and despotism exceed the baseness and ser- 
vility of the Sussian courtiers; as they mu- 
tually support each other, they are necessa* 
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lily equal^ and deserve to be equally can- 
temned. 

It îs eonsidered a mark of paxticular 
favour if the Iknperot condescends to ad- 
dress any of his subjects in the second 
person singular ; and bis confidants imitate 
tbeir Sovereign in speaking to their sub- 
ordinates^ who do not venture to use the 
same familiaritj. 

Can we be astonished after ail this that 
a Minister shonld with impunitj^ and with 
his own hand^ strike a postmastcr? Every-^ 
bodj in Sussia has done ihe same^ more 
or less, in the course of his life ; but it was 
for the heads to set the example. 

A gênerai aid-de-camp to the Emperor 
^as very near proceeding to similar acts 
of violence towards a postmaster in Ger- 
many^ who, however, cooled his courage 
by threatening to treat him in the same 
manner. 

AU the evil conmiitted in Sussia is laid 
to ihe charge of the Emperon This is 
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a necessâry result of an absolaie Gtoroni- 
ment; good or bad, example is .afanja 
contagiouB when it eoines firom aà an- 
giiat peiBonage; but, it is no ies6 tne 
thacty where tlie good is not execnted ia 
conséquence of the negligeiiËee of && 
fuiidioiiaâea, cruel orders and inJQâicio«& 
measures maj ofiten be indefinitiyefy da* 
ferred. ^'Abuses/' said an ingeimons man, 
^^are the salyation of BusBta; it is rerj 
commcm for miresâonable orders to be dis-* 
obeyed." . 

1^ fnaoLds of justice and of tbe countrj, 
fiequently excuse eyer y abuse ihat is coan-* 
mitted^ bj the ivaat of superior meau 
Swii men haye^ howerer^ uerer been 
lading to gieat sotereigns. PeÉer L 
kaew hoMT to fiud in the streets a Men^ 
schiko^ to raise a Schafiro^ to emploj a 
Bolgorucky^ to distinguish a âcheraneèefi^ 
to honour a Golovine. 

Catherine had a Potemldn, an Orlo^ a 
Bumanzoff^ and a Suwarof.. ÇSenius and 
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tileat erowd roimd a tibrone whkh giTies^ 
them distinction^ bat thej fikan that whieh 
does fiot appreciate them. Jt it^tnild not ht 
yerj diffîcult for -Mcholas to find meo, 
of talanty if lie luaew haw to make use of 
tliem. Bat &ej avoid the service, and 
bntj &6mâelYes in i^eîr estâtes, or s|ie3Eid 
tbeir leisure in foreign countiies, becauae 
tbey mite men who require hononrable 
tnsatment^ and will partidpate CEDly in 
meiitonous adiionâ. The German partj ifi 
aJl-power&l in Eussia, and if the BaUie 
Frayinoes are in the proportion of three 
iQ Mtj, with respect to the Bussian goyem- 
n^ents^ the &netionaries of German origin, 
wlko ^orround the Gi)yeninent, are, with 
respect to the Bnssians, in the inverse ratk» 
of fi&j to three. Thej £11 the great digni* 
ties of the empire; the parts of ministearB, 
ambafisadors, gênerais, and superior officers, 
are given in préférence to Gaanans. When . 
Peter conqnered the German Provinces, he 
little thought that he was subjecting his 



188 BUSSU UNDEB 

own country to them. If he was fond of 
foreîgners^ it was not those with whom he 
peopled Siberia. The Germans, more 
civilized than the natives, conquered Rus- 
sia, while they suffered theniselves to be 
conquered. This same circumstance has 
taken place in China with the Mongols, in 
Italy with the barbarians, in Greece with 
the Romans. The savage conquerors im* 
pose their yoke on civilized people, only 
to submit in their tum to be vanquished« 
But hère policy has done more than civiliza- 
tion. The secret of the success of the 
Germans is not their intellect; the Sussian 
has a hundred times as much as the Einn, 
and the éducation of the Sussians, though 
less varied, is not less solid than that of the 
Germans. The latter owe their success to 
their characteristic persévérance, and this 
is accounted for by the state of destitution 
which nails them to their post, a species of 
capacity which is admirably expressed by 
the German word sitzfleiscK 
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The secret of the systematîc préférence 
which the Government, calling itself Eus- 
sian, gives to the Germans, is the confidence 
which it has in them ; for, animated by a 
dévotion to the throne, which is proof 
against every trial, they feel only indiflference 
for the country, and hatred or contempt 
for the people. " I do not serve Eussia," 
said a foreîgner of distinction; ^'I serve 
my master, Alexander Paulowitsch." Hence 
yfe may readily understand the hatred which 
ihe Eussians bear the Germans, ^^Make 
me a German," said Yermalof, to the 
Emperor Alexander, who ofiered him the 
choice of a faveur. ^' Your TscMnn?'* says 
an actor in a play. '^ German," he replied, 
^'Before thinking of entering a civil or mili- 
tary service, one thinks of becoming a Ger- 
man," said a father to his son, and, when 
the latter retumed to his country with ail 
his German érudition, he everywhere found 
the doors closed against him. And why 
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mm tkifif Becanse the virtiie indispensable 
to success nnder the Goyenunent was not 
possessed by him — ^it t» an inherit«aee 
dépendant on tiie blood, and not on tbe 
intellect. 

The throne of Bussia is open to botb 
9txeBy but the maies bave precedence of the 
females^ and the elder sons of the joanger. 
At the death of the Emperor^ the sceptre 
descends to bis eldest son^ or if he dies witb- 
ont maie beirs^ to a yoonger brother^ and 
80 on^ till the entire extinction of the maie 
branches^ affcer which the mpire Mis to 
the female line^ nearest to the last Gzar. 
The husband of the Empress enjoys the 
lights belonging to the wives of the 
Emperors^ except the title of Impérial 
Majesty. 

If the Crown should fall, by inheritance^ 
to a Princess who is sovereign in another 
eountry, she wonld bave to choose between 
the twQ thxones and the two religions^ if 
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Bhe professed ohe différent from tluit of 
Busaia. The reigmng Scnrereigm caa pm- 
feas no àther than the Grreek reKgîoo. 

The issne of tiie marriage of the Impérial 
Êumlj, and an indîvidnal net belonging to 
«nj reigning hon^e^ csamoi aseend t&è 
throstô. 

ISo heîr to the Crown is at Hb^y fiîTr 
3nally to renotmee it. 

The Soya'eign has attained hîs majoritj 
at the âge of sixteen. The minor who is 
called to &e throne is under a tutor and a 
govemor, irhich offices may be held by one 
individual, or by two différent persons. 
The ehoice of them belongs to the Iknperor, 
*who may nominate them in his Hfetime. 

If not otherwise provided for, thèse func- 
tiens belong of right to the father or the 
mother of the young Sovereign, and m 
default of thèse, to the uncle. The Eegent 
must be assisted by a council of six persons 
of his own appointment. The members of 
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the Impérial family may be admitted to it, 
but they are not an intégral part of it. 

The arms of the empire of Bussia 
are a black eagle with two heads and 
three crowns, on a field of gold^ hold- 
ing a golden sceptre in the right claw, and 
a globe in the left. The shield bears the 
arms of Moscow; St. Greorge on a white 
charger, piercing the dragon with bis 
spear*. The right wing of the eagle is 
adomed with three shields, emblazonëd 
with the arms of the three kingdoms of 
Gasan, Astracan, and Siberia, and on the 
left wing are those of Foland, Taurida, and 
Finland. On the breast of the bird hangs 
the chain of the order of St. Andrew. 

The Empress receives 600,000 rubles a 
year, besides what is requisite for the main- 
tenance of her household. She bas this 



* This is a false and arbitrary imitation of the pri- 
mitive arms of Moscow, which represent only the Czar 
himself» for whom St. George bas been gratuitously 
substituted. 
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snm 80 long as the Emperor lires; after 
the death of her husband^ she enjoys this; 
income while she résides in Bussia^ but if 
she quits the country she has only the half. 
The heir presumptive, besides the nudn- 
tenance of his household, receives 200,000 
rubles a year; his wife 160,000 rubles 
during the life of her husband, and double 
îf she becomes a widow. Their children 
hâve 60,000 rubles each, till their majority^ 
or their marriage. His daughters and 
grand-daughters receive a million rublçs as 
their portion; the great grand-daughters 
300,000 ]:ubles, and the more remote de- 
scendant 100,000 rubles each, &c. 



IfOUU 
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Chapteb vu. 

ON THE RUSSIAN POLICY. 

Tbs eorner-stone of tbe Russian empire^ 
et îts power, îta riches, and af its poHcy, ii 
Peter the Great. He is met wîtli at eveiy 
6tep, and eyerjwhere he îb sublime aad 
admirable. While, wîth one hand, he d»»- 
persed the Swedish fleet on the Baltic, with 
vessels which he had created out of nothing, 
and, having conquered at Pultowa, erected 
upon impénétrable morasses, a manrellous 
city, he indieated with the other hand the 
road to Calcutta, founded settlements on 
the Oaspian and the Black Seas, the cur- 
rents of which, ever since, hâve borne the 
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Euasian shiçs direct ta the waUs of Bjswi- 
tîum. He failed, indeed, at Khiva, and 
was reduced by the Treaty of the Pruth, 
vhitheir he had been led by tbe pride of 
vîctory, to raze Azov, whicb he had just 
before takeu from the Tujcks; but he 
conquered an entire province firom Per- 
sia,^ and covered the Caucausus with a net- 
work of fortroBses so placed as to check the 
Incursions of its hordes of bandittî. Stand- 
ing with ^ firm foot in Europe, ou the ruina 
Qf the Swedish power, he oçeued in A^ia a 
va3t fiald of materiaj, and moral conquest to 
Bu$sia^ aud advanced thç first step towards 
uulvqrsal empire. His succeasors foUowed 
hia policjj, but it was too gigantic and too 
much beyond their measure, and therefore, 
to this day^ as in the time of Peter the 
Ctreat, Bussia is still two steps from Cou- 
stantinople and Calcutta, those main poiuts 
<ïf uniyersal empire, those roadô which lead 
tQ th^ tomb or to conquestj two stepSj, fpr- 

o2 
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midable to tàke, and wMch^ perhaps^ Bus- 
8Îa never will achîeye. 

It bas obtained some conquests bj arms ; 
dîplomacy bas undermined the ground whicb 
séparâtes Bussîa from the Mediterranean 
and the Pacific Océan, but it bas hitherto 
wanted the power to spring this immense 
mine. Havîrig once entered on this course 
of conquest, Bussia can hardlj go back ; it 
is a rapid declivity which it is now more easy 
to descend than to reascend. To conquer 
or die, bas hitherto been the only alt^r^ 
native of conquering Powers, and ail those 
which bave aspired to universal empire bave 
faUed, when they had reached only half their 
course. WiU Bussia be an exception to this 
gênerai rule ? 

Considérable progress, it is true, bas 
been made on the road pointed ont by 
Peter the Great, Poland no longer sépa- 
râtes Bussia from Europe; Turkey, stripped 
of several parts of its territory, is no bettér 
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than a corpse; and, with some mîlitaiy 
talent, the occupation of Constantinople 
might be easily effected. Persia is subject 
to the will of the Bussians ; the Caucasus^ 
which still mocks at tbeir power, so blindly 
expended in tbat country, îs not an insur- 
mountable obstacle. Khiva and Bochara 
feel the Muscovite influence, so tbat when 
Bussia mores, Asia trembles, India is agi* 
tated, and London in consternation. It is 
to the East that ail the great questions of 
policy converge; there, once more the fate 
of the world must be decided. Petersburg 
cannot remain the capital of Bussia; it is 
an advanced camp, the founder of which 
never intended to make it a permanent ré- 
sidence. Constantinople or Calcutta, thèse 
are the natural capitals of empire The 
Golossus is checked in its steppes, without 
Bea, and extends its arms towards the 
océan. Will it ever reach it ? If Bussia 
invaded the East, Germany would remain 
plunged in its léthargie dumben ^France 
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could do nothing wîthout England, and 
would besîdes hâve only to chose between 
the possession of Asîa by the English or by 
the Kussîans. England and Kussîa there- 
fore may divide the world between them. 
The first serionsly threatened în Indîa 
would easîlyleave the second to estabKsh 
itself în the Bosphorus; but theïi Austria 
would claîm her share; France would op- 
pose her veto, and, if she were indemnîfied 
by the cession of Egypt, ît would be ne- 
cessary to cède Polandto G*ermany, which 
would be an exchange altogether to the 
advantage of Eussia. 

Hîtherto the Court of St. Petersburg has 
endeavoured to sever France from England, 
through mean and personal views. It suc- 
ceeded for a moment ; but havîng no mînd 
to attach itself to France, its work has corne 
to nothing. It may find Dccupatiôn for 
France, and lull or întimidate Germany; 
but England is always awake, and llbe 
geniuB of Peter the Great is not inherit^i 
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hf his desceiidaïiè^ AU thèse <|ueâti<»i6 
ird therefore adjoumed, and Bossia wodd 
liaye d^ïië better if dfê had suffered ik&m 
to lie d<)rmani till tb^ advent c^ tbe nMH 
wbo dball be able to solve them iBit <Mi<;e. 
Tlie unchangeableneâs whicfa di8tii]^uiflhe8 
tbe Budsîan policj Is rather adverse ûiml 
&Tdurable to it; hj dkecting the geneml 
attention to it, secresj and sut^^e, which 
are the filrst conditions of suceesss in polittcd^ 
«•e rend^red impossible. 

Hi^ danger id, neverilielesd, consid^r^ 
grèat hiaà urgent. In fac^ if Basâia were 
oat^ established in Indi% the ^[>liti€Ral 
balim<;e would be destro jed ; the conqumte 
whioh she maktô in Asia |ii« adysuitages 
H^idned t^ver Europe. Without doubt Am, 
mght net to be tributary to Eur^[^^ and 
We must èamestliy dôdb*e to hasten die 
aubjectiofi of barbarism to civili2satiott.* 
Without doubt Am, would gain hj tlie 
otmquest of Bussia ; but what then wouM 
<b6 the fate of th^ world— what the fiite 
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of liberty ? Slavery^ and, above ail, inilU 
tarj slayerj! As long as Bussîa shali 
serve nnder this banner^ the friends of 
liberty cannot wisb her success in her war- 
like nndertakings, The day when sbe sball 
sway tbe sceptre of the universe, the liber- 
ties of tbe world will be at an end. Even 
tben tbere migbt be glorious wars^ for their 
object would be independence ; but the 
issue would be fatal to their noble cause. 
Even after having triumphed abroad^ Bussia 
will succumb at home. It is not with the 
evil which ferments in her bosom, and which, 
though latent and dormant^ is nevertheless 
terrible, that she can venture to hazard 
new conquests. Her noblest conquests are 
at home. There she may increase her 
population tenfold, civilize and enrich it. 
Under the effect of a great internai shock 
her parts will become dislocated^ and the 
conquered nations would arenge themselyes 
by cruel reprisais. Whereas, after having 
triumphed over intestine dangers, after 
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haying solyed thé questions of internai life, 
she will be able^ with less appréhension^ to 
brave extemal dangers. The part which 
Bussia is destined to act in Asia is secured 
to her by the power of circumstances, even 
hj her geographical position alone: it is 
noble^ it is great and sublime ; but in order 
to aceomplish it confonnably to the laws 
of equity and perfectibility, she must her-» 
self hâve progressed in the course of civili- 
zation^ that she may not by new conquets, 
conunit acts of spoliation on her masters in 
knowledge and liberty. 

Such is the ideal^ and it is always eneou^ 
Taging to hâve such a vast horizon before 
you, even though you never reach the 
bounds; but it is not the reality; — ^this is 
gloomy and humiliating. 

In this point of view^ Constantinople and 
Calcutta are but chimeras^ and Warsaw is 
the chain of the galley slave which binda 
Bussia to a volcano^ ever on the eve of an 
éruption. Constantinople is to her whjit 



&i92 RUSSIA UHDGR 

JJexâ&dria is to ÏVanc^ aAd Uomib io 
Attitruk. As for Galcut^^ its occupatîoii 
fôdsts only in the imagitiatioii of Englûii 
^ÊLgeatSy who woald vieil th^ own infeigMe 
by disquieting^blic ojMiiion witk the prcK 
jects of an empire-wbich id vain enovgh to 
«uffer ènàk reports to gain crédit^ and Ua^ 
vise enougfa not to contradict theni^ 

In order to reach Calcutta^ the BossiaM^ 
to whom heat alone is an invincible enemj^ 
would hâve to traverse countries unknown 
aïtd unhealtfay^ and to combat warlike ni^ 
tions^ who hâve often vithstood very formi- 
dable attaclcs. For such an enterprise^ 
whîdi d^nands more T?tealth than they now 
possess^ they would hâve to sacrifice entire 
armies. They want money^ thè v^iy sinev^ 
of war^ and will long want it. fiven sup- 
posing that Busi^a could cont^u^ India^ 
what advantage would she dérive from it at 
tliis moments Her manuâtctures andb>r 
iH>mmeree are abi^lutely nuli; thefirstoatt- 
mut even snpply the wants of the countgr^ 
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imd the second îs în its infancy : «nd it k 
natorious that ît is manufactures a)id côm^ 
meîw aïone that render tke possesôkm ^f 
India important tô Sngland. 

Bm-ope, lâien, may timi her eyes from 
Calcutta, for it îs évident that iJiere ôan be 
no groiind for serions alarm în that quarter. 
Tô seek Russia on thàt sîde, renders otie 
liable to miss seeing her în other quarters 
irhere she more nearly threatens the future 
condition of the world, When pofitrditfis 
ascribe to Russia a systematic tendency 
towards the Pacific Oceati, and admirable 
persévérance în overcomîng the obsrtacles 
whîch separate her from it, they do moîie 
ïionour to her polîcy than it deserv^s. I 
lask no other proofs t)f thîs than the un- 
fcappy end of M. Witkemtsch. England 
hnagined for a long tîme that at Caboôl 
and Lahore he had acted tônformably with 
Idô instructions, and yet, on his relum 
from the East, after «,u audience trf Cowmt 
îfëssehrode, he blew ôut his braîns. Ilbe 
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Minister had told him tliat hé should be 
compelled to set him aside for a certain 
time^ and assuredlj he did not add, tliat it 
was to please England, or at least to lull 
its suspicions^ otherwise the joung officer 
would not hâve shot himself. The Govem^ 
ment took much pains to conceal this 
event, and the remains of Witkewitsch were 
disposed of like those of a private* 

Thanks to the vigilance of Europe the 
project of occupying Oonstantinople^ if not 
whollj abandoned^ is at least adjoumed 
sine die, and we even saw Kicholas^ in 1833^ 
support the power of the Sultan, which he 
could not destroy, at the moment when it 
threatened to crumble to pièces under the 
attacks of Ibrahim. Did he désire to 
attach to himself by gratitude, those whom 
he could only half conquer by force of 
arms, or did he fear to see the Ottonuin 
Empire Consolidated under the sceptre of 
the Pacha of Egypt, and thus enabled to 
brave his power ? But the gratitude of the 
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Turks is bj no means eqaal to their inve-» 
terate Iiatred of the Bussians ; it will never 
stifle the roice of theîr well-understood 
interesty and the ancient polîcy whîcl^ 
would leave an enemy to ruin hîmself by 
intestine discorde is still the best. 

As for the foreign influence, which it 
mîght hâve been wished to annul in Turkey, 
if it sufiSeed to prevent Bussian interfér- 
ence, it will be able to render ephemeral 
any alliance between the two Emperors. 
However this may be, the chivalaresque pro- 
ceeding of Kicholas ended only in a stérile 
manœuvre, and in a Protectorate, which, 
at the best, is only illusory. It was not 
Otherwise in 1840. At the moment when 
the Bussian troops were about to enter 
Syria to support the décisions of the Allies 
with regard to Mehemet Ali, England, 
jealous of ail Bussian intervention, had 
rendered it unnecessory by her splendid 
Buccesses at sea« 

It is an évident fact, that sînce the corn'» 
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XB^M^eiMat oi tbe. reîgu pf iKTichalaB^ Sji»- 
«îftn yolioj bas becQO»^ weak^r and we«kœ» 
It nev^r waa more uzi{>(^mlar> or more dis-- 
«rediied in pubUc opmion, thuit oxbitreB^. of 
wr age^ wbose power ia contiimallgr ia-^ 
creasing. It i» detes^d m Gemnauj^ 
i}>b<HT^ m ItoHj, ruiœd i» Clreece> QxUed 
from Bpami mute ûx France^ The antlr 
oodid pfiocii^j and it&t hàtx^à of ^ili^btem^ 
M^^ UAd^rauA^ Its atren^h and future 
irosperitj. It ,de»troys itself by itsi tece 
den<^7 to absolutiaa», and by its haughty 
language, whicb its pgwer by no mem» 
j^ifies, and tbe vanity of whiish ig now fuJlj 
understood. Beduced to tbe £riendsbl{» Ut 
Austria wbich^ thoiigh un^iwy at ker mr 
cit>achinents> unités witb herj^ on, account rf 
tbe dangers, whiqh. threaten absolutis» mi 
\k^ eHipires ; Ipoked upon mtb dî^Uke eyejn 
in Prussia, shi^ maintaûm k^x grouad i» 
Oeîmany only, by tbe alliances wbicb exia^ 
between tbe Courts : family aUiancies Yâ»fik 
are^ alwi^a^ c^hem^raL Sbe is 9& unpo]^Hlar 



i«%im ma Imgmgei m oot ealcuhtcrâ t« 
«fercome th^ repugnaiici^ w4tk vflmh ti^ 

hm alî^Qittçd ail bearts firom IRmm, wà 
tmmi ^rf'lib^r^^ whfck wfll a^t M to li^oif 

policy are lauded^ and indeed^ it wcmUl ke 
aurpri^Di; i£ ite lacfcgmge wer^ not exptlcit 
imA dwkâve* witb a mtktn of 60,QOO,ÛQ0 
«i»^ Isi^t Q^d^r thQ joke of absolue 
pme^T^ wpported ky 9. aumerow anny, 
léitài i3«ay be rocmitçd ad ir^wâum, wiiibk 
oui excHî»s a«y serions oppogitioii^ seated 
en a roil whiQh tempte nobody> for nobo43r 
ài^ue» to co^qiter snow and sand; BQt 
«M^tndo^ » its moYenieBts by ^atioi^ 
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knôwa tlie warlike temper of its people^ 
which bas issued victorious from so many 
gtruggles^ and lîttle disposed to endure any 
eompromise wîth the enemy^ cannot and 
ought not to suffer itself to be intimîdated 
bj anj menace^ and is able to menace in Hs 
tnm. But what giyes true dignitj and real 
force to a political System is its object, îts 
tendency^ and in tbis respect Sussia bas not 
always been free from reproacb. As for its 
means^ sbe does not invariably prefer tbe 
tnost moral^ and ber perfidy passes impro* 
perly for ability. 

Her diplomatists bave tbe réputation of 
being able men^ tbanks to traditional qiiali* 
tîes wbicb they acquire in tbe long course 
of service^ and wbicb consist in an babitual 
crafk^ a kind of coin wbicb wears away 
witb every dupe. Russian diplomacy is cer- 
tainly tbat wbicb bas most contributed to 
injure its cause, for none any longer be- 
lieve its necessity, and ail dislike its pro-^, 
ceedings» It is diflScult to concdre tbe 
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little kindness which the Rossian legatios» 
manifest towaxds their fellow countrymen, 
and^ it is affirmed^ that it is in order to dis- 
gust them with visitîng foreign countries 
that they refuse to show them the least com- 
plaisance. One is repaiiing his apartments, 
: another his fortmie, and they cannot give 
fêtes; a third annomices his intention of 
giving one, only when he foresees the death 
of some great person, which will oblige him 
to comxtermand his invitations. A fourth 
says, to whoever will hear him, that his re*- 
lations with the Court at which he résides, 
are too precarious for him to venture on 
asking it for the slightesfc courtesy. Arro*^ 
gance is the gênerai rule of ail, and polite- 
ness only an exception. 
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Chapter Vin. 

ON THE RUSSIAN POLICE. 

I FIRST became acquainted wîth the po^ 
Kce of St. Petersburg în the avtimm of 
1840. I had made an excursion to the 
baths at Eeval, and retumed by a steamer 
whîch goes to Sweden; we were therefbre 
detaîned at Cronstadt for two tedious hovm, 
before ail the absurd formalitîes to wMch 
foreigners are subject on entering Kussia 
were completed. On our arrivai at St. 
Petersburg, while we were at dinner, a 
barrier was. put up to prevent our leaving the 
boat till the coming of the officer whose 
business it was to distribute the passports. 
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JSfot^tibstanding the difficultîee ma tlie 
accidents of tàe voyage, we were pimé^ 
luaQy ai the rendezvous; but the offîcer 
mm nci. There is a BuaBian prorerb wlûdi 
aay», ^^Seren men mti»t not waifc for onef* 
aakl we were ai least serenty, uiaay id 
yfkom weK rather hîglier îb office axui rnk 
ihan the polke offioer, not to speak of o&er 
distînctioits, vhidi are hûà lu less estiiM^ 
tion in JRnssia. Hîs amyal was ihe signal 
of om délirer ance; be was inrmediately 
assailed bj ihe most urgent, who ayaâéd 
tbemselTes of their titles, and wer^ «f 
course, attaided to before the rest. Frinœ 

T , a gentleman of the diamber, ob^ 

t&ined bis passport first of ail, and tibien Ûte 
whole of his suite. 13ie officer indeed 
la^ade soone objection to the latter; but the 
Prince parsistîng, lie called Lafleur and 
fVontîn before the other passengenu TEisa 
came a tailor, begging the officer not to 
make a countrjman wait; the offieer was 
a Finnlanderjt and the iailor a Jew« I was 

p2 
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inôre inclined to laugh than to be angrj ai 
thig scene^ when an incident forced me to 
become an actor^ instead of a mère looker^ 
4m. M. B.^ the councillor of state^ came 
"vip to me^ and entreated me to procm'e hia 
passport for him^ as he was attending upon 
his wife^ who had been confined to lier bed 
diiring tlie whole voyage, in conséquence of 
an opération whicb she had undefgone at 
Kevàl. I did not doubt that such seriouft 
reasons would enable me to obtain fhe 

desired favour for Madame and M. R-^ ; 

and accordingly I approàcbed the officer, 
hat in hand, and as he spoke French, whicb 
generally passes in Russia as an indîeation 
of some éducation, I calculated upon meet-- 
ing with a courteous réception* 

^^Sir/' said I, ''would you hâve tlfe great 
eomplaisance to give me tlie pa^port of 
Madame E — ? She is rery ill, and it will 
•iiierefore take some time'to convey her to 
her résidence." 

*^.Sir," replied he cavaKerly; "your lady 
jaay irait." 
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. Seing thus disappointed, I replied tbat 
.t}uâ was Consulting his own ease. Lmai^ 
^iateljthe other passengers, especially the 
ladies, who were présent at tliis scène, ex- 
pressed tlieir regret, and the interest which 
they felt for the invalid lady. One word 
led to another, and one of the ladies ob* 
served, "We hâve now been waiting four 
hours;'^ upon which the officer exclaimed, 
*'It is not true that you hâve been waiting 
four hours.'^ 

I lost patience at this impertinence, and 
exclaimed, "ÎTobody spoke to you, Sir." 

^^What does that mean?'* 

^^That means that you hâve no right to 
mix in conversations that do not concem 
you," 

''Who are you?" 

I mentioned my name., 

"Where do you serve? " 

''Where you do not serve." 

"I forbid you to go away without my 
permission." 
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• Voreseemg that tiiis panûssioii would 
%e édsLjeA, I went «iray immeâiatelj; ifiid 
tM- ihe fiÀkfwiag daj wag innted to ^mâb m 
Ûm chief of the poliee^ Major-G^eiietil 
Sjtkosclikiii. 

** Sir,** said he; ^'your first atep <m yowt 
mtumfrom àbroad bas been cbaracterÎMd 
by a want of respect to tbe officers xâ ibt 
iGkrrenunent/' 

"I bave beea oaly to Beval,** I teijf&ài, 
overtuming by tbîs one word tbe wbolê 
edffîce of mcendiary ideas wbieb are 
supposed to be imbibed in foreign eom^ 
tries, 

'^ Tour permit mentions Helsingf^M^'' 

*Bven if I had gone tbere^ General^ I 
should not bave gone beyond tbe limita o^ 
tbe Russian empire." 

*' ISTo matter wbence you come^ yon ougbt 
to respect tbe fimctionaries." 

^^ I assure yon^ Geneoral^ tbat I ann ne^er 
mnting in respect towards tbose wbe mërit 
it/' : 
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^' Aud what did you say when you were 
asked where you served?" 

*^This question was perféctly superfluoiis; 
your officer bad our passports in fais hand, 
and might therefore hâve known precisely 
wliere I served; besides, I only answered 
what was quite correct; for, in truth, I d^ 
Bot Berve where he serves." 

^'Do not you think that that is very 
offensive?'^ 

" I hâve always thought, your Excellency, 
that every kind of service was equally 
iaoïiourable; but the manner in which we 
acquit ourselves in it imparts to it its dig- 
nity; and, if your offîcer bas complained of 
my words because he took them for a re- 
proach respecting the manner in which he 
performed bis duty, I will not be so impo^ 
Ixte BS to contradiet him on this point. 
Will you allow me to explain what passed 
bétween us?" 

*' I will not hear any excuse." 
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'*Tou have, howeyer, received bis coihp- 
plaint." 

"Tes; and I shall not show it to you." 

** But I may hâve reasons for complaint on 
my side/' 

" Complaint? I désire, then, that you 
lay it before me in twenty-four homia." 

" I can do it sooner." And I was about 
to withdraw when he cried — 

" Where are you going?'* 

" What is your pleasure^ General?" 

" Go about your business." 

Just as I was opening tbe door, he called 
ont to the clerks in the chancery that they 
were not to draw up any kind of complaint 
for me. 

Some hours afterwards I was visited by 
two of thèse gentlemen, who o£Pered nte 
their services on condition that I should 
not betray them. 

I delivered to them a statement which I 
had drawn up; I paid one of them, and 
thought it unnecessary to give anything to 
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the othér; butas I beld.out my hand^ he 
îmagined that it contained a fee^ and almost 
tore off the skin as if be expected to find a 
bank note beneatb it. I afterwards met 
mth one of tbese officiais, wbo told me, 
witb a most mysterious air, tbat M. Kakoscb- 
kin bad required tbe Govemor-Greneral 
to bave me put under tbe surveillance of 
tbe police. I tbougbt tbat tbis man wisbed 
to fleece me anew, and tbanked bim for 
tbe înterest wbicb be testified for me. I, 
bowever, never leamt tbe resuit, or indëed 
beard anjtbing more of tbe matter. • 

On anotber occasion, at tbe fête of Ga- 
tberinenbof, wbere ererybody is allowed to 
smoke, just as I was ligbting my cigar, a 
police-officer, balf drunk, came up to m!e, 
apparently in tbe act of strikîng me on tbe 
fingers, and said, ^^How do you dare to 
smoke in a place wbere tbe Impérial family 
intend to walk?" An officer of tbe guards, 
wbo was witb me, saved me tbe trouble of 
being angry^ for be warmly took my part^; 
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hût ht ooukL not discover tàe name of Haut 
nfficer, who obseived a prudent sileace. 
. One evenmg, eb I iras quitting the Frenek 
iheatre, and drew near towardâ tlie doôr^ 4 
fioUà wind met me, andaccordingly I put m 
my kat jost at the entranoe of the corridon 
Tlie police-officer who was on the spot saidj^ 
*' Sir, you put on your hat too so<m." 

Anothtf time my pelisse vms stolen at a 
private résidence. The master of the house 
Ànmediatidy sent his servant to the polÎM^ 
office where he was detained several hour% 
waiting for the retum of the conmûâsary. 
Qû the foUowing day, the savait was 
sagain dispatched, and brought me the foi^ 
lowing answer: ^Tell jwt master, ihat 
.since he did not think fit to wait for Bie 
yâsterday, I am not indined to make adgr 
inqoiries/^ I must confess that a su£^cioft 
afterwards crossed my mind that the senrant 
Uniseltf xnight hâve been the thi^, and^ m 
that case, would naturally hâve inv^ited i&e 
proeeedings at the police-offîce« 
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; Oite day, when I rekted & niûnbaïf of 
.tiiese pettj vexations to a public officer, h^ 
JBffiwered, that I had really beea imliuskj, 
Joir ikat natfaiiig of the kind had ever hafh 
^peaed to hinu^lf. It is possible^ in fs^, 
thatbeÎQg destinedto imveil the infamie 
«f the KnafliJATi Ocyemiiàent, it may hav0 
ifaeen the will of &te to make me know them 
by Personal expérience; but to prove ihat 
otheni are not exeinpt from similar anïioy- 
ances^ I will mention the foUowk^ hcts, 
wfakji bave corne to my knowledge^ among 
% ihousand others. 

Tlie young Prince V * * * had kept a 
!French mistress^ on whom he had settled 
BEDi annuity after bis marriage. This lady 
timbseqifêntfy resided in the street of Yone»- 
senkaia^ m St* Petersburg, and had the 
misfortone to please the police offieer of 
âtttt quarter. His assiduities having been 
rejected, his anger was excited, and be peis- 
fiiflted in pefsecuting this unfortunate lady. 
^The ^pvxetch bribed the grocer at the corner 
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of the Street^ the porter of the hoase^ and 
her own maîd, to act as spies. The senraât 
80on after was affîcted with sores on hei^ 
bodj^ in conséquence of a maladj brôugkt 
on by a dissolute life. The police bfficer 
inimediatelj informed agaînst her mistress 
for having beaten her so severely as to 
inflict wounds. He obtained an order to 
arrest her^ and presented himself to hîs 
victim, offering her two ways to escape per- 
sécution : either to yield to his wishes, or 
to pay 10,000 rubles, and, as she indigo 
nantly rejected this base proposai, he had 
her seized in her bed, and carried in her 
sheets to the police office, where she was 
entered on the list of prisoners. She wrote 
many letters to Count Benkendorf, who, 
however, was not in the habit of readmg 
those which were addressed to him.. She 
languished in a filthy dungeon, where 3he 
remained, till at length her maid, who wa9 
a serf in the govemment of Twer, impelled 
by remorse, went and confessed the whole 
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to her lord^ who succeeded in obtamîiig the 
dellverauce of the innocent lady, but 
without procuring the punishment of the 
guilty. 

A young man, on his wedding-day, hired 
some diamonds for his bride which were 
stolen during the rdght. He waited on the 
commissaxy of poUce, who, affcer having 
Jieard his complainte opened his desk and 
showjed him the jewels. The young man 
bastened to take them. " There are 6000 
rubles to pay/' said the commissary. Thé 
pDor. young man observed that^ as he 
lived on his salary, he could not procure 
such a sum; upon which the commissary 
quietly locked the drawer which contaîned 
.the diamonds. The bridegroom immedi- 
ately hastened to Greneral Eakoschkin^ and 
. gave him the particulars of what had just 
transpired. . 

, *M hâve no such oflScers/' said the chief 
of the police; and dismissed him with a 
haughty air. 
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A maai took a foblier m ike rejry act^ éisà 
iNroaght kim to the police oflSce. ^ Ofa^ tkA 
18 an old aequamtanoe/' said the câmiiâ^ 
8ary,andlethimgo. 

A certain ^jBÎcian bad attended the 
ùanSij of the cosunissarj of the first dis^ 
triet of St Peteraburg. The hUer, oel 
addng him how he eoold reoomp^ise him 
for bis attendance> the phjsician replid^ 
^ If joa would do me a great pleasure, give 
ine the watch tbat is hanghag up against 
the wall." It was^ in fact^ the very waJbàt 
irhich bad been stolen from him some time 
prcfvkms^ and bad sînce remaîned in the 
bands of the police. 

Prince M * * * gare notice to the 
police tfaat he bad been robbed ai bis cloaJk. 
'Some dajs afterwards an officer came to 
infonn faim that ail bis e^ideaYours to ûsxi 
bis cloak bad been firuitless. The prince 
went ont with him into the antechamber, 
and actnallj sav the mm pnt on bis 
own cloak. He was amazed^ bnt did not 
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make air^ remark to tke obMgiiig potiee 
efficer, for it is tliis name hj wliidi 
the catcfapoles are designated in Buamu 
General Kako^hkîn^ in particnlar, takes 
j^easure in so designatîng tb^Doi eren in 
the Ensôaa langnage. He was ^sironsi «f 
ol>taîning for them Ûte right of weaiiiig 
epaulettes^ but tlie Emperôr bas bad tbe 
good sensé to refuse it» 

Oonnt Benkendfxrf once lost 1000 rubles 
in bank assignats^ and immediatelj ac* 
qcainted tbe police of it . General Eakosdk 
kin instantlj bad tbem recorered; ba.t^ 
lo and bebold, tbe count's valet de cbambic^ 
on brusbing bis clotbes^ fbund tbe sum im 
aie lîning of bis great coat ! Tbe money 
was restored to General Kakoscbkin^ b^t 
fie was not remored from bis office ; on 
tbe contrary^ be bad reason to be grat^ni 
to tbe minister, wbo rend^ed bim an im- 
portant service on tbe following occasion :^^ 

M. Perowsky, îCnister of tbe Interior^ 
being desirons to regulate tbe sale cf 



224 RUSSIA UNDER 

proTÎsions^ caused the journal of a batcher 
at St. Petersburg to be seized; in this 
ledger there was a daily entrj of the qiiau* 
tities of méat which he delirered gratis 
to the police officers. The minister de- 
nounced this abuse to the Emperor, who 
instructed Gount Benkendorf to institute 
an inquirj^ but recommended him at the 
same time to screen his favourite aid-de- 
camp, Eikkoschkin, in case he should be 
found to be too deeply implicated. The 
fatal book was soon brought to M. Pe^ 
rowsky, with the request that he would 
put his seal upon it, a formality which he 
had omitted. This being donc, it was found 
that the butcher had not given anjthing 
to the police, for, of course, the book in 
^question had been exchanged for another^ 
perfectly similar, with the omission of the 
items to the police, and thus the affair 
dropped. 

A person who was travelling in one of 
the carriages on the Paulowskj Bailway, 
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had his pocket pîcked. On arriving at: 
Petersburg he lodged Ws complaint in the 
faithful hands of a police ofRcer ; I say 
faithful, because they never give up what 
they hâve once taken. The.officer required 
witnesses, asking whether any one had seen 
the thief in the act of stealing, " I did/' 
replied an old man, ^' And who are you ? " 
dêmanded the officer. "M. — — , Privy 
Councîllor of State." "I beg your Excel- 
lency's pardon/' ^^ What is there to par- 
don? insolence is your trade." 

M, Eoidofhikîn, head of the Asiatic de- 
partment, was put into the guard-house 
for having crossed a parade ; when the 
police were about to. enter his name in 
in the book, he mentioned his titles. 
"Why did you not speak before?" said 
the Commissàry, " Ton did not ask me any- 
thing/' he replied ; and was immediately dis- 
missed with ail the respect due to his rank. 

A vétéran ofRcer one day mentioned in 
Company at St. Petersburg, that it was 

VOL. !• Q 
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«n error to siq>pose that dnelling vras pr o- 
liibited in Bnssîa; for that he once bad 
ihe misfortiine to kill an officer in his 
régiment withont liaring been called to 
âccoont for it. Walls bave ears in tbis 
conntry, and bis words wé^^sooii^ported 
to tbe police^ tban tbey secured bim wbo bad 
nttered tbem, and tben commenced a seardi 
for tbe person wbom be affirmed tbat be 
bad killed. Tbej soon discovered an îndi« 
vidnal of tbe same name wbo bad serred 
in tbe army, but bad afterwards entered 
a civil employment. A colonel of gens- 
d'armes waited on bim. 

^' Your name is f " said be. 

" At your service.'' 

" Ton were acquainted witb, or are ac^ 
quainted witb M. ?" 

'* We were of tbe same régiment^ but a$ 
I was an officer and be an ensign, we were 
but sligbtly acquainted witb eacb otber.'* 

*' Can you tell me^ Sir, bow you pass your 
day?" 
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'^Bothing îs more easy, I pass my days 
as I pass thé weeks, months, and year», I 
go daîly to my desk at the post-office, 
crery Saturday to the baths, and eveiy 
Sunday to mass." 

^^ Wonld you be so obliging as to undr^s 
before me?" 

^Why so, îf you please?" 

^ I cannot tell you, but I must posîtîvely 
sec you undressed.'* 

**I am a particularly modest man. Sir, 
and you will really oblige me by not insist- 
îng upon so extraordinary a demanda* 

^ I am extremely sorry. Sir, but ît must 
be; I dare not take a refusai/' 

^' Well, if it must be, ît must; but I can 
only think of one expédient: you must corne 
on Saturday to the bath, and then your 
curîosity may be satisfied, whatever strange 
motive gives rise to it/* 

Hie Colonel was punctual to tbe rendez- 
vous, and after having examined the body 
of tbe ex-officer, be told him that bis an- 

Q2 
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cient comrade had boasted of having killed 
him, and the police thought that he might 
ai least hâve wounded bim^ and had di- 
rected him to ascertain the truth. He was 
delighted at beîng able to report to bis 
superiors^ that there was no foundation for 
the assertion. 

General D. formed a liaison with a French 
actress^ who had previously been acquainted 
with a young man, who owed her three 
thousand rubles. She requested the Gene- 
ral to obtain this sum for her. Her former 
lover was in fact arrested at the fair of 
Jîischneinovogrod, without in the least sus- 
pecting the cause, and was brought by gens- 
d'anns in a post carriage to St. Petersburg, 
where General D. ordered him to pay the 
debt in twenty-four hours, which he was 
obliged to do with the best grâce he could. 

M. Michalowsky, an advocate at the 
tribunal of Warsaw, had been implicated in 
the Polish révolution, and the third section 
^f the chancery of the Emperor — such is 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 229 

the officiai name of the secret police in 
Bussia — ^gave orders to arrest him and con- 
vey liim to Yiatka, wliere he was to pass 
two years in exile. In his stead/ another 
M. Michalowsky, a notary of Wilna, was 
arrested and sent to Viatka. When he 
arrived there, he protested, and the error 
was acknowledged, but he was nevertheless 
compelled to atone for the fault of another, 
and to suffer the penalty incurred by his 
namesake for the whole term, because 
Oount Benkendorf would never coiifess his 
mîstake to the Emperor, and preferred to 
let an innocent man bear the punishment. 
' This is by no means an isolated fact of 
the kind, and puts me in mind of another 
which happened during the reign of Paul I. 
That emperor was absolutely resolved that 
a certain criminal should be brought before 
him, whom the Grovemor-General of St. 
Petersburg could not possibly discover. 
Being unable to make his master forget the 
matter, and dreading his anger, Count 
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PârUen caused a poor German to be ar- 
reeteà, just as he was coming from his own 
coimtrj^ and atterly unsuspicîous of evi], 
^peared at ihe barrier of the capitaL Hia 
nwtrilB were slit, he received the knout, and 
was sent to Siberia. 

The Emperor Alexander caused justice 
to be done him^ and indemnified him, at 
his request, hj granting him libertj to 
import German files^ duty free, into 
Bussia. 

The expulsion of M. Kalergi likewise 
dœs Utile honour to the Bussian Govem- 
meaL It is this Govemment which, hy ita 
agents, has sowed discords in Greece^ in the 
hope that that kingdom would therebj f^UL 
into its hands; it alone excited the late 
œyolution^ thinking that, afiber the expulsion 
of the reigning &inily, Greece would be 
oUîged to place herself uhder the protei>- 
tion of Busaui; and when the moY^nent 
prodoced a totallj différent effect from ihsi 
which it expectedy and gave a constitution 
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to Greece, the Bussian Gi)y^raiûent wiôhed 
to clear îtself of tlia part which it bad 
taken^ by ardering the brotber of tbe Greek 
General to qiiit the empire. *^ If you mmt 
iàat I should tell you wberefore you are 
«eut away,"* saîd Count Benkendorf, ^^it m 
because tbe Emper or tbinks the eonduct of 
yonr brother unworthy towards himself and 
imwor^y towards bis king." 

^Your Excellency," repUedM. Kalergî, 
^ I do not allow anybody the rigbt to cafl 
my brotber's eonduct imworthy. A ma& 
who bas served bis country twenty yeari^ 
^o was covered witb wounds, wbo bas 
beau a prisaaer among the Turks^ where bia 
ears were eut off^ canuot be other thaa ait 
bonoorable man/' 

^Sir/' seplîed Count Benkendorf^ '^after 
w&ng 8uch language^ you bave only to padk 
;iip your Hûxkg&y and set out at once/' 

King Otbo on being informed of tbe ms^ 
noduwrey cned, ^^ I do net comprehend why 
tlie Emperor interfères in my affairs; M. 
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Ealergi is my Adjutant-General, and be^ 
aides this, my best friend/' 

M- J * * *, at a supper in Florence, on 
Easter eve, was so impradent as to take 
ont his wsich. and say, *' At this hour" — ^it 
was midnight — ^* the tridoloured flag floats 
on the walls of the Kremlin, and a new 
conspiracy has triumphed !" His own nncle 
informed against him to Connt Benkendorf . 
On reaching Vienna, M. J * * * was sent 
to St. Petersburg, and there gave the 
names of innocent persons, as having taken 
a part in the plot, which had no existence, 
save in his own imagination. The Govern- 
ment became convinced that ail his déposi- 
tions were fictions, yet, nevertheless, sum- 
moned the persons whom he had designated. 
One of them, M. R * *, was tom by gens- 
d'armes £rom his quiet retreat on his estate ; 
another, M. F**, was summoned from 
JSTaples, and having proved that he had 
never known M. J * *, was told that he 
mifht go ba^k again. M. J * * himself, 
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after having passed six months in the dun- 
geons of Schlusselburg, was sent in the 
:garb of a félon to Viatka- His uncle 
had been ordered to make a domiciliary 
visit to the résidence of his own sister, the 
mother of the yoiing man, and while he was 
conversing with her in the drawing-room, 
.his agents foreed open the bureau in the 
adjoining apartment ; but they found only 
papers which were perfectly harmless. This 
excellent relative then presented himself at 
.Court, to receive the reward of ail his 
.villanies ; but not content with the rému- 
nération given him for having unmasked 
his monster of a nephew, he quitted the 
service, and having retumed to his native 
country published a book against Rusâia, 
which caused some sensation at the time. 
This is what may be expected from thoge 
zealous servants who regard neither gdod 
faith, family ties, nor country, and in whom^ 
nevertheless, the Russian Government is so 
infatuated as to place its confidence. The 
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ftauly of IL J * % indignaat at tbe tttMt. 
■lent which thej had reeeived, and feairlal 
of fiirther persécution^ sold their estâtes m 
BxauàM, and quitted the countiy. 

A Rusfiian noblemaa, Coant K* \ vho 
usa living in retirement on his estate at 
Pdcow, having gone to St. Petersburg to 
présent himself at Courte was overwhidmed 
with aatornshment at beîng reprimanded bj 
ihe Gzar^for some words which he had spokeft 
wfaennopersonexcepthis son was présent. 
After his retum home one of his fiiends waa 
e&taing on a political conversation, wben 
he instantlj imposed silence npon him, 
telling him to distmst his son who was 
in the roonu 

The secret police of Bussiahas its ramift* 
cations botli among the n{^r and the lonoar 
disses of societj. IN^aj, manj ladies ao^ 
tofiously act as i^ies, and are yet reeeiveé 
ia Society and bave company at home; 
ereai men idbo are stigmatized with tiie 
same repntation, are not the woise tnesieâ 
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«ft that aceount^ and bear tlieir dûgnce 
wilk M, Idaà of baughtjr dignity* There is 
Bot a fiÎBgle regimesi of the guard whidi 
lias not seveial spies ; in the théâtres^ and 
efi^eeiaUy in th6 French théâtre^ there axe 
often a larger nimiber <^fi^es tban of mère 
spectatorB. In shorts there are so niany 
fijiies that people imagine they see tiiem 
everywhere, an appréhension which admi^ 
rahlj serves the turn of the Govemment. ^ 
As it is impossible to he on one's guard 
against everybodj^ those persons who are 
not inclined to be suspicions, soon lose aU 
their tezxor, and confounding spies mih 
men of honour, suffer thernselves to be 
diawn into confidential conversations^ which 
QÛen prove very dangerowi to them; the 
majority^ on the eontrary, distnisting eyery** 
body^ &el thernselves shadded, and are se 
reserved in their intercourse^ that it is im-- 
possible to conceive any conversatiân more 
iBsâpid than that which is carried on in tiie ' 
dxawiog-reoms of St. Fetersburg» 
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^ Private correspondence bears the same 
stamp^ in conséquence of the précaution 
taken by the Govennent. The post-offîce 
bas a secret department^ whose spécial bu^ 
ness it is to open letters; those of suspected 
persons are always opened, aa well as the 
greater part of those coming from abroad. 
Of the remainder about a tenth part are 
opened. 

Spies are divided into several classes. 
Some receive salaries^ others act in consé- 
quence of agreements, or in expectation of 
the liberality of the Government. Some, 
again, are mère complaisant parasites, or 
gossips, of whose services the Govemmeht 
is glad to avail itself ; while others are in- 
flammatory agents, who fill a more or less 
distinguished position in society. The fdl- 
lowing is the portrait of one of them. He 
is a councillor of state, the father of a 
family, and a man of large fortune. At the 
time when the Polish révolution had just 
broken out, he had an evening party, to 
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which he invited several inexperienced 
young men. As it was his trade to Sound 
public opinion, he of course tumed the con- 
versation into this channel; greatlj blamed 
the Bussian Govemment, saying that its 
conduct to the Pôles could not be characr 
terized^ and uttered thèse words in a man- 
ner which was calculated to catch somebod j 
in his net. M. B * * *, Secretary of State, 
indignant at such conduct, went boldly up 
to him, and, addressing him in a loud voice, 
said, *^Pray, Sir, will you, who are an author 
rity in the Bussian language, be so good as 
to tell me how to translate the French 
words, ^ Agent provocateur ?' '' 

There are spies in uniform; thèse are the 
gens-d'armes: spies in disguise; thèse are 
the police officers: fashionable spies; tra- 
yelling spies, who réside abroad, or are sent 
on spécial missions: certain functionaries 
are spies ex-officio. For instance; the go- 
vemors of provinces are bound to make 
periodical reports respecting those persons 
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who are under eiirreinance^ or wlio deserre 
to be so; and ambassadors Iiave the super- 
intendence over their cotmtrymen. Thè 
foUowing fact will faUj explaîn this tmth: 
In the year 1826^ after the revoit at St. 
Petersburg, orders were sent to the minis- 
ters residing at foreign courts to watch the 
conduct and polîtîcal opinions of their coun-^ 
trymen, and to send reports for the infor- 
mation of the Government. Count St. 
* * *, the Kussîan Ambassador at ÎTaples, 
immedîatelj wrote that one of the persons 
attached to his légation kept eompany with 
the most violent carbonari in the city. 
This same gentleman had just registered 
the instructions which his ehief had reeeived^ 
when the latter advised him to départ for 
St. Petersburg immediately. It is easy to 
conceive the misgivings of the poor secre- 
tary; at Vîenna, M. Tatistschef consoled 
bîni as well as he could^ but his tenùr 
increased when he reached the Bussian 
frontier* It was night; tremblingly he 
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smàke the officer^who in^taniljbegan to tum 
over the leaves of a large book, eonstimtlj 
tepeating his name^ whîcb hé had just asked^ 
and ererf répétition of ^dûck mad^ th^ 
wcretary tremble. At last he yexitured to 
say, "What book is tbat whieh you are 
examining so carefiilly?" '*Sir/' replied 
tlie officer^ '^it is such a book tbat wbor 
erer is inscribed in it is not permitted either 
to go out or corne in. I do not find your 
name in it." He was tbankful enougb to 
be deliyered from this first danger^ but bis 
mind was not completely relieyed till he 
aaw Count S^esselrode^ who allowed that 
bis snperior had been too suspicions^ and 
gave him a post at Constantinople. 

That part of the Bussian législation^ the 
exécution of which is especially intrusted 
to the police^ contains régulations too curi- 
ons not to be reported. Hère we may dii|- 
pense with ail commenta^ and confine our- 
fielyes to copying a few extracts at random 
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from VoL XIV. of the Swod. The sixteenth 
article is as follows : — 

"Drunkenness is prohibited to each and 
toall/' Art. 219 directs that, ^^Whoever 
passes more time in the course of a year 
in a state of drunkenness than in a state of 
sobriety, shall be confined in a house of 
correction till he amends." Art. 227 pre- 
scribes a fine équivalent to half a day's 
support in the house of correction on any 
man who shall enter a public bath for the 
women^ and on any woman who shall enter 
a public bath for the men. Those who 
may be unable to pay the fine are obliged 
to beat the stoves in the house of correc- 
tion. ,,y 

Women who hâve contracted diseases by 
a dissolute course of life are taken into the 
hospital^ and when cured, are sent back to 
their homes. The wives of soldiers are 
delivered to their husbands, who are obliged^^^ 
sign a written engagement to restrain 
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them in future ; and the wives of serfs are 
sent to their lords, who are called upon to 
pay the expenses of cure, and in case they 
refuse to do so, the women are sent to 
Siberia. 

The 3rd Article is in the following 
terms : — *' Ail ought to be respectful at 
church, and enter with dévotion and with- 
eut constraint." 

The 7th Article orders people to stop 
before the holj images, as décorum and 
the sanctity of the place require. 

The 8th Article commands the "wor- 
shippers not to talk during divine service, 
nor to change their seats, or disturb the 
attention of the i^ithful by any word, 
action, or gesture, but to déport themselves 
with humility, silence, and respect." 

Article 13 directs that " even those shall 
be sent before the tribunal, who merely go 
to church by constraint, whatever may be 
their rank." 

Article 24 says "Every orthodox person 

VOL. I. R 
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ia te coofesB and ta receiye the Sacran^si 
ai leaat once a jeai^ after tbe âge of seyes 

Artielea 38 and M are întended to eflaee 
the remains of idolatry and of Pagaa trar- 

Artides 35 and 36 proMbit false predie- 
tions and neeromancy* 

Article 46 is of the followîi^ ténor : — 
'^Persons bom in the octhodox religion^ 
and thrae who are conrerted to it^ are pro^ 
hibited from embracing another rd^ian, 
even thongh it be Christian/'' Those who 
commit thii» crime are bronght ta triai: 
their orthodox serfs are placed nnd» 
guardianship^ and thej cannoi réside (m 
iheir own estâtes» 
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Chaptee IX. 



NICHOLAS L 



TThbn we vîsit the ^Jlery of iiie portraîtB: 
df the SomaneiFs^ the eye dweBs wîth pleo^ 
gare on tbe manTy and national features of 
Peter 1., wiose defects were those of Ks 
conntry and Iiîs âge, and whose întelleetaal 
qnalitîes were those of genius. Further on 
Tfe rg'oice ta trace them în Anna I., wiose 
vices we pardon for tte sake of lier nncle, 
eren if we do not attrïbute them to lier nn- 
worthy courtier, the Kourlander Biren ; but 
aH resemBIance to the Great Czar is lost in. 
'Eeier m., and the Euasian aakei,. ^^ Wheneei 
did he corne ?" He gazes npon' tbese fea- 

r2 
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tures^ and tliis air^ and tliej appear to liîm 
to be those of a German^ and he mutters 
the name of Holstein Gottolf ! Hîs mouth 
will nerer accommodate itself to this dis- 
sonance ; the Bossîan will never familiarize 
himself wîth the idea that he is govemed 
bj Grennans. Great care is taken not to 
disclose to him that his Sovereigns are 
of f oreign origin, and every thing is done to 
préserve the beloved and revered name of 
the Bomanoffs. The word nemetZy .Ger- 
man^ is odious to the Eussian ; its significa- 
tion is dunib, and it was formerly the 
gênerai appellation which designated ail 
foreigners, even him who called himself 
the Sclavonian, or rhomme de la parole*. 

But to retum to our gallery; after ail. 
Peter III. is the grandson of Peter L, and 
the Eussian bears an affection without limit 

* This antipathy of the Russians to the Grennans, îs 
participated by the Pôles, who bave a proverb, *' As 
long as light shall be llght, the Pôle nnll not be the 
brother of the German.*' 
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and without end to hîs Czars, their grand- 
sons^ and their great grandsons. But sînce 
what tîme does a mother transmît tlie name 
of her ancestors to her children, and why 
are the Holsteîn Grottolfs, Eomanoffs ? 

Let us pass over Peter m.; after him 
cornes hîs wîfe Catherine H., and the Eus- 
sian, rememberîng that he owes to her the 
Crimea and Lîthuania, conceives a frîendshîp 
for thîs powerful woman, whom he endow» 
with hîs favorite name of matuschTca, 
mother. But at the sight of Paul I. he is 
petrîfied. Thèse features do not touch hîs 
heart^ they are not those of Catherine, nor 
of Peter m., stîll less are they those of the 
Romanoffs. The înfirmîty of the chîef of 
the Holsteîn branch îs well known, and the 
order gîven by the Senate to Catherine, to 
admît Soltîkpw to the Impérial bed, was a 
cruel order, if that nobleman resembled her 
son. How could the Senate commît such a 
blunder as to make an offer lîke thîs to à 
woman who was so good a judge as Cathe- 
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rine! Wliai a âu^gular sport of sature! 
Paul esactly resembled j& Jlnulouder of 
8ti:elna^ and liifi ixed liaûr, bis pug Jiase^ aad 
liis proverbial obfitinaej gave nse to more 
than a mu^icioa of some stcaage aiibstitu* 
tum. The Senate ondered that Gatlieiine 
àhoiild luiTe a wu, but vbat, if she Jbacl 
asdj a daugbter, aud tbat daughter stiU* 
bom? !I3ie need wbicb tbe ocmatrj bad of 
aa beir to tbe tbroue, tbe ambition 4£ 
Catbenae to retain powei; tbe proxjmitj ûf 
tbe orphaa hoiub^ wbere tbere are so mauj 
cbfldri^ of Finnlaad, gire gromid £oir lam^ 
positions wbidi maj be realitiefi» and we ub 
t^npted to believe tbat tbe cbîid of smm 
bonest Fixm was substituted ibr a fttill-bom 
dangbter oi ibe Ëmpresg; foir, once more, 
whj Ûm png noee and tbis red bair^ aad 
aboi^ aUy wbeoee tbe invincible ba^red of 
Gatbmne to ber aon Faui? 

PiucUda deljgbted to r^i^eBent tbe 
aationality of tbe reigning tamlj m a vtgf 
eeeentric manaerj be took a gobl^ msA 
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pomred into it a glass ^f pure red wioB in 
bonour fif Peter Lj whoBe Bossian origm 
eould net be «diEgpnteâ, amà added a glass ^ 
maAer for ^èe fatiaer <^ Peter HE. ; hère he 
ougkt to hsLV^ fitojpped, and to lia^e tomed 
Hàe gollet apside down, bot^ âiitlifiil to the 
pinciples of ibe Boâskui GrOTemmeii4 
whidà makes tbe Ootto]& pass for Bomao?- 
ofk, he poured eut anotlier glass of water 
ÎB honaar of Ckihescme IL, a Pdiieeas of 
Anlialt. Tbk ûme he sboold, perhap^ 
bave added a glass of wiBe^ but feark^ 
to eomproiiiise bimsd^ he proeeeded and 
ponred a fburih glass of water for Maria 
JPeodoro^ma, tbe mother of STicholas L; 
tben a Ji£th for tlie reigniog Empress^ bjr 
wMch tîme tbe liquor was so faîntly tÎBged 
m£k reà, tbat be raised a gênerai laugb bj 
afikîqg tbe oom^asy to dedde wbetber it 
was wine or water^ aad wbetber, hj eomr 
parison, tbe pres^it Czars wei^e Eossians or 
Oermans? 
. Maria FeodoroTna, tbe wife of Paul^ a 
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Princess of Wurtemburg^ was as much dis- 
tînguished for her personal beauty and 
mental qualifications^ as Paul was for his défi- 
ciency in both thèse respects. The children 
of this marriage were Alexander^ who inhe- 
rited the personal beauty as well as thé 
mind of his mother; Oonstantine^ who was 
tUDi exact counterpart of his father, ugly in 
person and wayward in disposition; îf icholas, 
who can boast onlj of personal beauty; and 
lastlj, Michael^ who is neither rery good 
nor very handsome. 

ISext to her usurpation^ which was a 
crime, according the words of !Nicholas 
lûmself, who was astonished that she should 
be called Great, after her licentiousness^ 
history must reproach Catherine H. with 
the bad éducation which she gave her chil- 
dren. She detested Paul^ as a son un^ 
worthy of her, and could not reconcile her- 
self to the idea that he was to succeed her 
on the throne ; she consequently neglected 
liis éducation, which, added to his extrava* 
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gant character^ was the cause of his violent 
deatli. Catherine devoted ail her care to 
her grandson Alexander ; but his éducation 
was too alieu to the manners of his CQuntry 
.and to the genius of his nation. He always 
wanted courage to carry into effect what lus 
mind had recognized to be just and useful. 
JEjquall j weak and good^ equally craftj and 
libéral, he could only scatter among the 
people germs of liberty which his successor 
has delighted in destroying or eradicat- 
ing. 

- Struck with the troubles which his bro- 
;ther had be^ueathed to him, Mcholas im- 
agined that, in order to reign well, it would 
suffice to act in every case the opposite part 
which Alexander would hâve taken; to per-- 
secute liberty to the utmost, to endeavour 
to be as national as his predecessor had 
been foreign, as orthodox as the other had 
been catholic. Thus he disappointed the 
hopes and the expectations which he had 
given on his accession to the throne, in his 
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M^enl maaifestoes, wha-em he 
ihat Us Kign Bhoold foe in ail respects -0» 
eonààamaium aad coimtcrpart <if ias la* 
meoÉed faro&ertL 
Ihe educatum of Sidiolas was aa défi- 
mt aa thai <€ Ins otber brotheis^ ^vlio 

not desÉîaed to tke tisane^ 
Daiing tiie idiole of Alezander's xdgn, 
fe did not rise aJbove tke raak of Greneiral 
of Dmfiîoo, and lie contoicted iai Hiat post 
a namiirneiB <tf mind, aaid a prédilection Ibr 
the military service which he has sînce cior^ 
riedtoaTidÎ€iilonsexees& Heissoigno- 
xa&t that he writes »n^(to me) witlfeont aa 

* The Grand Duke Constantine could not write two 
words in Hmsian^ although he wrote French tolerablj 
1*^ I hare kearâ fkat a ituAent of l^feieew wm aeflt 
iito bank^eRt becaïuey in % ooUactîoii «f autc^gBaflif 
which he had formed^ there was one of the Grand Pukie 
Michael, which was signed ** Benevolent Michael/* 
Bmeffolmtf in Aimîa, with «n acee&t. M la notoimB 
ihat most of the Boisnan nùsisters ^caiHiAt write theî^ 
langua^ correctlj) and théy hâve not ail iihe excuse of 
knowing too many foreign languages, whîcli Is the case 
0f the Princeg of the Impérial family. 



mCKOLAS THS FiRST. £S|. 

ateent, which « eqiÛTaleirt to writing M- 
choïas in Jk^âQch wiilioat mi a; and Ms 
despotifiia û mch, tbat no ntatesman lias 
iâJÛàBvto da»ed to tell him of this &ult ia 
ijidlmg wïûiùi he bo beqaenÛy commiteL 
liiB aetwjskmig that no£us^aai au&or liu 
yet taken it into lus head to a^olish tlmt 
naluiippj Id^r^ wera it onlj iio paj hîs 
oowt to tbe Sovereigaa. 

Tte fevoarite *nd -daily reading of ÎTi- 
cbnlas is tbe Abeille du JVbrd, tke mo&t 
ixusignîficant jounml tliat ever wss published 
in tbe two iiemi^beres» His Maje&tj^ 
nevertheless^ takes pleasura in i1^ and writeg 
remaries inpeiuïU on the margÛL On OBe 
of thèse papers, which aM ail carefully 
depoaited in tke Hermita^^ we read that 
the Bames of tbe tribunals of tbe gorern- 
mcaots of districts, &e^ onght to be printed 
in large cajitalsl 

Tbe sbip of tbe Une called ^^ Bnask,*' is 
m OTerwbebmng proof of tbe daspotism of 
JSlcbolas* OnyisitîngtbeYessdwbileonihe 
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stocks^ he thooglit tlmt there was not suffi- 
dent room to walk aboat^ and accordinglj 
commanded the space to be enlarged; eyen 
enforcing his opinion against that of com- 
pétent judges. By conséquence^ tbis ressel 
is the very worst sailer in the whole Bussian 
navy, and is very seldom employed. 

When he takes it into his head to com- 
mand the movement of a ship^ which 
he does ahnost every time he goes to 
sea^ the captain of the vessel takes care 
always to keep behind him, in order, by 
counter signais^ to prevent the strict exécu- 
tion of his Majesty's orders, which would 
inevitably lead to the loss of the ship and 
its august passenger. 

His cannon shot at Shumla is the parody 
of îfapoleon at Montereau. An artillery 
officer thought that the mark was too dis- 
tant — ^but I^icholas ordered him to fire^ 
and the bail fell short. 

The campaign in Turkey bas imposed 
silence on the courtiers, who had always made 
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ît a point to endeavour to extol themilitary 
talents of îficholas. We must do him the 
justice to say, that he bas since had the 
gooà sensé to relinquish making war, 
and to confine himself to presiding at; 
Teviews. It is impossible for any man to 
conunand witli more grâce and élégance, 
of manner; his voice rises above every 
other ; and it would be difficult to exercise 
the troops better than he does. He is, 
admired for his quick-sightedness — ^for the 
facility with which he distinguishes, even 
in the most distant ranks^ the slightest. 
defect in the dress of a soldier or an 
officer; not a button or a buckle escapes. 
his yigilance. This is a talent possessed 
by ail the Impérial Family; and, on ob- 
sefving his penetrating look^ philanthropists. 
hare often said with a sigh, that if this 
capacity had been applied to objects more 
important^ more worthy^ of the attention 
of a Sovereign, the country would baye, 
derived valuable advantages from it. 
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^ Stand firmlj,'* saîd ITichoIagy one darpv 
tù Otûenl Mnravief, befwe tlie làiole 
cBploBiaiic bodj, wlie were présent ai Ae 
revîew ai BehlnsBelbiirg, ^^I am goin^ te» 
beat yoii.'^ 

*'ffire/' replîed the inirepicl warrior; •! 
hâve never been beaten in war.*^ 

The gênerai in fset best his Majesty 
eompletelj, aind lITidiolaff nev» forgsfe 
him. 

^What do jou tfaînk cf my disbanctédi 
men ? " asked be^ when he eame to terieir 
fais corps: 

^ Sire,*' repËed Muravie^ mtb too mnc& 
firanknes^ ^ jou sbould hsve seen than a 
£)rtnig}it ago^ when thej arrived from their 
homes; they then looked lîke a troop eî 



The ISorperor rerenged Hnfseff cruelly;. 
On the foUowing daj^ when he saw the eorpa 
commanded by Muravîef approa(^^ he said 
to him^ ^Tour corps bas the appearance isi 
a troop of beggasrs." The brave gênerai 
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qmited tiie B&nice, a&d ihe country ta£^ 

a. iFredefick H*. 

IHiat^ in &efc^ are thèse mAài&s (Lieem^ 
ci») kit (me €fi the most xmhasgpf conec^ 
tkois tbat csa be xmagiBed ; tbe trath may 
not be ^oLfid ai; ail times^ B^à ev&y 
âiet mask not bcr rerealed; bofc nbea aie 
coimtr 7 suffers îb conseqncaie^ ifc eamiot be 
prodaînied toa Icmdty. 

Tbe Emperor bas redaced ti^ aetire 
seiTÎce of the soMier from t^ent j-fire to 
twcBtj-twa years in the regimenèg ol the 
line ; and frem twent j-two to fifteen years 
in the Groards ; and durmg the remaindet 
oi the tim^ the soldiers are liable to be 
ealled out^ are obliged to attend the reviews 
every year, and, in case of war, ta retnm to 
their standards; bot tiie principal tbing 
bas been oyerlooked, namely, to pro?ide 
for their support. Having ceased to be 
good villagers when they entered ihe ser* 
me^ they cease to be good soldierB yâim 
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they quit it: useless to the army, they 
become a burden to their districts; and 
finding it difficult to procure a livelihood, 
ihey excite trouble and discontent in tbe 
rural population. The landowners fear 
them^ the peasants reject them^ and the 
€U>vemnient has thus created a class of 
dangerous and warlike petty landholders^ 
înstead of well^disciplined soldiers. 

A quality which is most generally allowed 
to Nicholas^ is that strength of character 
which it is affirmed he manifested in a high 
degree on the very day of his accession 
to the throne. But it appears^ neverthe- 
less, that he with difficulty could be per- 
suaded to shew himself to the insurgents^ 
and it is certain that before leaving the 
palace he prayed to God with ferveur. 
Was this piety, or was it fear? He is 
deemed quite enough of a dissembler to 
display the one and to conceal the other. 
In the square itself he was observed to be 
pale and trembling, while his satellites cried 



^^ 



NICHOLAS THE FIRST. 267 

*^A11 is lost/* at the moment when ail 
was going on as well as possible. The 
însurgents having no military chief, re- 
mained inactive the whole day, and Kicholas 
did not take courage tiU the evening, when 
twelve pièces of cannon were brought 
against 1300 men ; whereas, there were 
more than 13,000 faithful troopsl! Thé 
însurgents were fired upon at a distance 
of a hundred paces. The guns were then 
tumed upon the people along the street 
of the galleys and the quays. A woman who 
was at this moment looking ont of her 
window, had her head carried off by a 
cannon-ball. "What a melancholy com- 
mencement of a reign/' exclaimed ÎTicholas, 
on his retum to the palace. His former 

tutor. Baron D , one day asked him how 

he had acquired so much firmness, as he 
had always known him to be so weak. ^* My 
crown was at stake/' he answered, ** and it 
was well worth while for me to appear 
courageous." *^I onlydid my duty/* said 
VOL. I. s 
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he to the Marquis Oustine, in a strange fît 
of modesty. 

An officiai journal has related^ that 
meeting in the palace a companj of the 
insurgent grenadiers^ who did not retum 
bis salutation^ Mcholas told them that they 
had mistaken their wb,j, and that thej had 
better go and join the mutineers in Isaac- 
square. The courtiers go further^ and saj 
that he had commanded the service of the 
guards in the palace, had made them point 
their muskets at him, had confronted their 
looks, and had made them laj down their 
arms. 

Wf)cû the rébellion was afc length quashed, 
and the soldiers of the régiment of Moscow 
led theprisoncrs away^bound and handcuffed, 
the Grand Duke Michael appeared for ihe 
first time on that daj, and reproached them 
in the coarsest tenus ; one of them haying 
kept on his cap, received a blow in his face 
by the fist of his Impérial Highness*. 

* The soldier who was an eye-witness of this scène 
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Afker the victory, Mcholas exercised 
clemencj ; the pénal commisâîon Iiad ca&- 
demned the principal conspirators to be 
qnartered: the Ozar commuted tlieir pu-* 
nishment for that of the gallows. The gal^- 
lows was then unknown in Eussia^ and the 
honour of introducing it was reserved to 
Nicholas. IsTo hangman was to be found 
in the empire^ and one was accordingly 
obtained from Sweden. In the course of 
the exécutions the ropes broke, and three 
of the sufferers fell to the ground, still 
alive. A messenger was instantly des- 
patched to !Nicholas to inquire what steps 
were to be taken, '^Hang them again*!'' 

related it to me on his death-bed, manifesting the ind^- 
natioQ of a true soldîer, not to say of a real gentleman. 

* The King of Denmark displayed more humanity 
on a somewhat sîmikr occasion, having stopped the 
punishment of a criminal jnst as he had laid his head 
on the scaffold ; he afterwards found that he had well 
deserved death, hut he nevertheless pardoned him, ia 
considération of the terrors which he had already 
endured. 

s2 
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was hîs laconîc answer. Muravîef re- 
mounted hîs horse, saying in French, ^^Dans 

^êef pays on ne sais seulement pas 

pendre un homme!** Eyléiéf said fhai, 
havîng been an officer^ he ought to bave 
been shot. 

After ail tbese exécutions, a poet wrote 
an immortal stanza: "He had scarcely 
mounted the throne when he showed bis 
cbaracter ; he ereeted five gallows, and sent 
an bundred people into exile !" 

Eyléiéf, the Eussian Chénier, was among 
those who were hanged ; the flower of the 
•Eussian nobility was eut down without 
mercy ; and what did the conspirators aim 
at? A constitution; which Alexander 
bimself had ardently desired, and when 
giving one to Poland, had expressed bis 
deep regret at not being able to do the 
same for bis own country. Who knows, 
perhaps there were among the conspirators 
men who engaged in the plot only to pay 
their court to their Sovereign? 
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The ex-^Ambassador Markopff was on hîs 
death-bed when his nepliew came to relate 
the détails of the revolt, and ended his 
récital by saying, " At length it is just as 
in France!" ^^Tou mistake/' replied his 
uncle; ^Hhere cobblers would fain ba 
princes: Jiere princes would be cobblers!" 
If this were not a reproach, it might be a 
commendation. 

One day the Emperor sent for one of 
his gênerais ; he was quite beside himself. 
^^Have you any knowledge of this pam- 
phlet?" inquired he eagerly, giving him the 
draught of a constitution for Bussia, which 
had just been discovered among the papers 
of Constantine. 

"î[o, Sire," replied the gênerai; "and 
your Majesty, can you hâve yourself been 
ignorant ofit?" 

" Could I otherwise hâve judged the con- 
spirators of thé léth, as I did," cried the 
Emperor, quite bewildered ; " tell me, who 
drewitup?" 
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The gênerai could only give him the 
name of the person irho copied it, — ^Prince 
B* * ♦. 

The fa4;e of the Tictims of a noble illusion^ 
, of those whom the Bussians thernselres de- 
aignate only by the name of unfiyrtnnate^yfZB 
not alleviated in conséquence of this disco- 
very. The happy events which took place in 
the circle of the Impérial family, and enter- 
prises which had need of divine aid, led^ 
howeyer^ to some amélioration of their con- 
dition. Thns^ on ihe delaration of war 
against Turkey^ Ji^^icboks^ as he came ont 
of the church of Oasen^ ordered Ooimt 
Benkendorf to release firom their dbains the 
persons condemned for the part they had 
acted in 1826. * But at the expiration of 
ihe time for which they were condemed to 
hard labour, the Count wished to assign 
them the princq^ towns of Bîberia for 
tfieir résidence, ^^ in order/' he said, ^^ that 
they might be the more easily watehed.^ 
^'What!" cried ÎTicholas, ^^would you let 
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them enjoy their lives, in the great centre 
of the population?" and, taking a map of 
Bîberia^ he marked with his own hand the 
most désert and the most remote part of 
ihat drearj conntrj^ as the places where 
they should réside* Accordingly ail those 
unfortunate men suffered even more by the 
treatment in the colonies than bj their 
hard labour, which in itself was not serere, 
and moreoyer, at least afforded them the 
comfort of living together. 

It is true, that on the first complaint 
against the person who had the care of the 
prisoners at îfertschink, and who had re- 
ceived them in his dressing-gown, and said, 
'*What hâve you been plotting? you will 
soon be cured of your turbulent humours 
hère;" Nicholas cashiered him, and put in 
his place Gleneral Leparsky, a good and 
enlightened man, formerly colonel of the 
régiment of chasseurs on horseback, whicl^ 
bore his name, and with whom the exUe» 
liad «very reason to be satisfied. 
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We will hère mention another fact, whieh 
does honour to Nicholas. Prince Obolensbjr, 
one of the conspirators^ was bis personal 
enemy; he had answered everj question in 
French^ and eren went so far as to address 
him by no other title than that of Monsieur. 
The Commission^ to please the Emperor^ 
condemned the Prince to death; Mcholas 
struck ont bis name, saying, *^It is a 
meanness !" 

But the colonel of a régiment of Mos- 
cow, with whom Kicholas had had some 
différences in the service, was worse treated 
than the others, and had the smallést share 
of the rare and restricted farours of bis for- 
mer colonel. 

*^What bas your Emperor done to you?" 
said ]S"icbolas, to one of the conspirators, 
wben he did them the honoùr to examine 
thembimself; " We had not an Emperor," 
thej replied; "we bave had two, one was 
your brother, and the other Arakhtscbcief ;" 
and as he continued in this strain, the Grand 
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Duke Michael, who was présent, exclaimed, 
" That man shoùld hâve his mouth stopped 
with a bayonet." ^'Tou inquired just 
now," saîd the aceused, ^^why we wanted a 
constitution; it is that such things may 
not be said/' 

His first success emboldened ÎTicholas, 
and rendered him stiU more intractable, 
He also proceeded with more resolution on 
less important occasions. 

At the tîme of the revolt, during the 
choiera, he drove in an open carriage to the 
Haymarket; in St, Petersburg. When he 
arrived there, he told an assemblage of the 
populace to pray to God; and they took 
off theîr caps. He told them to fall upon 
their knees ; and they did so. Accordingly 
thé Emperor has been represented on thîs 
mémorable occasion in water colours and in 
oil; but it is forgotten that he addressed 
the assemblage in thèse words : *' Are you 
Frenchmen ?" îf either is it said that the 
avenues were guarded by the military. 
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Ai l^ovgorod he appeared aceompaiiied 
ovlj hj Qrloff^ and armed merelj with a 
sword among the revolted colonists, and 
made them retom to order by an energetic 
oath. ^' An oath/' says the Boâsian^ ^ is 
butter to the gruel^ sait to the sauce^ and 
on that day the Holstein was equal to a 
Eomanoff." But the exécutions which fol* 
lowed this insurrection^ equalled in cruelt j 
the excesses which had been committed bj 
the insurgents. If the colonists flayed sonoie 
of their officers alive, there were some 
among them who receiyed as many as 
12,000 stripes with the rod. 

One day, as Ilf icholas was exercising the 
troops, a storm arose; the Emperor tumed 
pale, drew his hat over his eyes^ and rabed 
his Toice: — Ne svoï brat ne achoiitit, said 
the soldiers maliciously, which may be 
translated by thèse words : ^^ He who is on 
high is not one of us, there is no jaking 
with Him." 

Obstinacy and cruelty cannot be called 
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strengtli of character: a man of a really 
strong mind^ and who is conscious of hîs 
strength, îs naturally mild; Mcholas was as 
weak as he was cruel before he became 
Emperor. He tore off the mustacMos and 
wliiskers of the soldiers of his brigade, and 
trembled in the ante-chamber of Alexander^ 
not darîng either to go forward or to «nter; 
he and Michael pushed each other, eaeh 
attempting to make the other go first into 
ihe Emperor's cabinet. 

A soldier of the engineers was condemned 
to mn the ganntlet. Nicholas, who waa 
then a colonel of engineers, wrote down a 
greater nnmber of blows than the man was 
sentenced to receive, upon which M. 
P * * * *, his aid-de-camp, observed that it 
was nseless to make any altération in the 
sentence, for it was very micertain wheth» 
the nnf ortonate culpiit wonld not die mider 
the infliction, without an y addition. IficlM)-* 
las yielded to this argument, but what most 
astonished his aid-de-camp was, that he 
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spoke of the matter as something totallj 
indiffèrent. I^ero wept when signing a 
sentence of death. 

We must attribnte to a want of know- 
ledge^ as much as to a want of energj^ the 
failure of the laudable plans which Nichôlas 
bas conceiyed since his accession to the 
thrbne. He was anxious to abolish the 
tschinna, to give publicity to the proceed- 
ings of the tribunals^ and he recoiled at the 
bare word advocates, whom it would hâve 
been necessary to appoint. It is more 
through ignorance than through fear of the 
nobihty that he suffers the project for the 
émancipation of the serfs to remain a dead 
letter. 

!Nicholas, annoyed at his German origin, 
does his best to pass for a Eussian; thus he 
often calls the Empress by the name of 
Baba (a peasant's wife). One day^ as she 
was going with him to the barracks of the 
Prosbrajensky régiment, he said to the sol- 
diers, '^ I think this is the first time since 
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Elizabeth^ that a Baba Czarine visîts the 
barracks." 

He bas the pretension not only to equal, 
but to surpass Peter the Great. He would 
appear more national than Peter, and retain 
the usages wlieli he had violenitly pro- 
scribed. "I bave seen you witb a beard,*' 
he observed to a merchant, '^why bave you 
shaved it? we ought not to abandon the 
customs of our forefathers." Then, by a 
strange contradiction he issued a ukase in 
1837, forbidding the civil officeys to wear 
mustachios, or beards, in the Jevmh or 
French fashion. He aimed at wit, and 
forgot that, while Peter shaved the beard of 
barbarism, ÏTicholas shaves that of civiliza- 
tîon. On the other hand, the mustachio 
was ordered for the whole army*. 

The Emperor returning from a joumey, 
came home with a slight mustachio. The 
Empress complimented him on this innova- 

• TiU that tîme it had been worn only by the Light 
Cavalry. 



270 RUSSIA UNDER 

tion^ and expressed a wish that he would 
retaîn it ; to please lier, he caused it to be 
adopted in the anny. '^ I hâve opposed ît^" 
said the Grand Duke Michael, ''but sinee the 
the Emperor positivel j wishes it^ I will let mj 
mustachios grow an ell in length;" and he 
kept his word, and set the example to the 
courtiers. 

What can be more national than the 
head dress à la jeune France, whieh waa 
likewise called à la Movjïk; but it was 
sufficient that it was adopted at Paris and 
the Courte for I^icholas to tum it to ridi- 
cule. One daj, meeting with M. Jakoylef 
wearing his hair and dress in the Erench 
fashion^ the Emperor signed him to a^ 
proach; ordered him to get into his earriage^ 
and drove him to the palace^ where he ^M-e* 
sented him to the Empress. '' I présent to 
jou/' said he, ''the most élégant manin 
my empire !" Then tuming to the young 
man, he cried: " You may go!" and, after 
having scratched his face, he ordered him 
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io go and be shaved. This anecdote was 
drculated a long time bj the courtiers^ as 
an instance of the Emperor's humour, but 
when they saw that theîr hearers shrugged 
their shoulders, they attempted to deny it, 
when it was too late. 

In imitation of the Czar, a lady of rank 
one day sent for a French hairdresser at St. 
Petersburg. He was introduced into the 
drawing-room, and the mistress of the house 
presenting hîm to the company, said, '^ See, 
ladies and gentlemen, this is a coiffeur à la 
motyih^' The hairdresser who related this 
eircumstance to me, added^ that he was 
tempted to show them something else, but 
ihai he had been deterred by the example 
of his c(»nrade at Moscow, who was merci- 
leasly flogged by the servants of a Bussian 
prince, befpre whom he had ventured to 
appear without a great-coat at the moment 
when his Excellency and his lady had en- 
tered the shop. 

liiicholas was less fortunate with Count 
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Samoilof ; lis mg, which had lately arrîved 
from Paris^ greatly displeased him^ and he 
caused him to be represented on the stage 
of Moscow. The Count requested the actor 
to call upon him^ complimented him on his 
talent^ and presented him with three dia- 
mond buttons^ with the proceeds of whîch 
he purchased a house in the snburbs of the 
city. 

ÎText to Peter the Great, Kapoleon is the 
hero whom !Nicholas wishes to resemble, 
and if he does not succeed, it îs assuredly 
not for want of good will. In default of 
great victories, he "imitâtes him in certain 
peculiarities of manner. A soldier in the 
Gaucasus having blown up a fort which 
was on the point of being taken by the 
Circassians, the Emperor ordered that the 
name of the brave man should be called 
over in his régiment, and that a grenadier 
should answer in his stead, "Dead for the 
glory of the Bussian arms!" We will not 
hère institute any parallel, ont of respect 
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for the great man ; we will sélect one fact 
from the life of Buonaparte. An author 
wrote a virulent pamphlet against him; 
J^apoleon gave him epaulettes, saying, 
*' Use your sword for me, as you hâve used 
your pen against me." Compared with this, 
behold Mcholas going about at twilight ta 
examine the booksellers' stalls, to see 
whether he can find the Mémoires d'un 
Maître d'Armes^ by Alexander Dumas; and 
when he sees them in the hands of the 
Prince of Darmstadt, who had lately arrived 
at St. Petersburg, exclaiming, "Know, 
that prohibited books are not to be read in 
my dominions !" 

Another time he saw Paroles d'un Croy^ 
ant, in the hands of the heir to the crown, 
and finding that it came from Bellizard's 
library, he caused him to be prosecuted. 
The man escaped by paying a heavy fine, 
but the words, ^'Bookseller to the Court'* 
disappeared from his shop. ^ 

Civilisation is the mortal enemy of Kî- 

YOL. I. T 



274 RU6SIA UNDER 

ebolae, and lîberty is the bugbear ; k^oce, 
France, whîch reinresents both, is the im- 
yarjing object of bis animosity. The rela- 
ticms of that country with Bussia, which 
were bo friendlj during the restc^ration, 
hove become much estranged since the révo- 
lution. On the accession of Louis-Philippe, 
ISTicholas exchtimed, that '^he would rather 
bave one of N^apoleon's soldiers on ike 
throne." When the news of the July rero- 
lution reached St. Peteraburg, ^ichoks 
addressed the French Ambassador în tibese 
words, "Your Bourbons are ninnîes: they 
hare got themselves driven firom France for 
the third time." Then, shutting himself up 
with Prince Lieven, he dietated to him an 
order to ail Bussians. to quit Pans in 
twenty-four hours; and another, forbidding 
vessels bearing the tri-coloured flag to enter 
the Ilussian ports. A fortnight after, the 
Minister of Finance represented to hîm 
that commerce was impeded in conséquence 
of tiiis prohibition; "Well, then, let it be 
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irithdrawn," said hre, with perfecfc eoolties9.r 
His conduct towards Louis-Philippe has al<- 
nrays been. brutal: that of Louis-Philippe on 
i^e other haud has been distinguished by 
courtesy, and has invariably been délicate 
andobHging. Everybodyknowsthehaughty 
reply of the Czar to the affectionate letter in 
which Louis-Philippe inf ormed him of his ac^- 
cession to the throne. Subsequently hewith- 
âreVhis AmbassadoT^ and sent a mère dhargé 
d'Afiaires in his stead. It has been said that 
this was only a measure of economy, and 
that the same had been done with respect 
to England and Austria. But Messieurs 
Brunow and Medem are Ministers Plenipo* 
tentiary, and Mr. Kisselef is merely a 
Chargé d'Affaires, "France,*' said the 
Emperor, " is not a Power worthy to hâve 
one of my Ambassadors." 

Who has suffered by this measure ? In 
the first place, the Bussians, who are now 
no longer represented in France as they 
ought to be; and whence does such pre- 

t2 
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sumption anse ? '^ I am able/' said Mcho- 
las to Pahlen^ when lie appoînted him to the 
post of Ambassador to Paris, ^'I am able 
to support you by 100,000, or îf necessarj, 
by 200,000 bayonets." ITow, thèse two 
numbers are too small to gîve so mucb title to 
arrogance. " Louis-Philippe," said Mcholas 
one day, "cannot do without Guizot and 
Thiers." "What would you hâve. Sire?" 
replied the Minister; " one is his right hand, 
and the other his left." " Judging by the 
way in which matters go on in France," re- 
plied the Emperor, *^ it would appear that the 
King of the French has two left hands." 

"We are indebted for the July révolu- 
tion to civilization," said Count Benkendorf 
to the Emperor, during their tour in Einn- 
land. '^I begin to perceive," replied the 
Emperor, '^ that we must oppose barriers to 
iîivilization ; a well-informed man wîll not 
Jike to obey an ignorant chief." Instead 
of civilizing the chiefs, he would brutalize 
averybody! God will not permit such a 
crime. 
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''Liberty is a very fine thing," said 
Nicholas^ one day after dinner, in the 
Anitschkin palace, where he Had withdrawn 
into his Cabinet with some of his sélect 
friends, "but I ask you what bave those 
gentlemen beyond the Ehine done with 
it?" And you yourself, Sire, what hâve 
you done for it ? 

He would bave given anything to hâve 
broken off ail connexion with France* 
Twenty times he resolved to make the 
Kussians quit Paris. It is said that Count 
Pahlen, on receiving such an order, an- 
fiwered, '' I am your ambassador, and not 
your police naagistrate.'' If thèse were not 
the very words of the ambassador, they are 
such as he might bave used on that 
occasion. 

Admirai Tschitschagof having replied to 
an injunction to départ, that he had re- 
ceived permission from the Emperor Alex- 
ander to réside in France, Nicholas struck 
hia:name from the list of themembers of 
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the Goimcil of the Empire, on wbieh the 
Admirai sent him back his diplomas^ yiMdk 
secnred Mm a pension of 50^000 rohles, 
The noble YoTard preferred liring in wani 
to obeying absurd orders. 

TSo pasqK)rts are delivered for Vsxva, aoi 
ail the Busfliana who are ihere corne dan- 
destinelj ; but as forbidden finit is alwayt 
the Bweetesty thej resort thither in greater 
numbers than if the prohibition did mA 
exiftt. 

Persona high in office^ who Tisit Y^m, 
take care not to be presented at Court, 
and the most distinguished do not even set 
theirfoot in this city of perdition. Thu» 
Oomit Woronzow^ Goyemor-General of 
Odessa^ on his last visit to IVance, did net 
go beyond Eouen, whither the authoritiea 
and eminent Bussians repaired to pay theijp 
respects to him* 

The Treaty of the 15ih of July \ns^ 
madey accwding to the eipreasion o£ il 
Bu08ian diplcHtnatist, only to annoy tiie 
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French Government. This whim has cost 
Bu^ia mudï, and bas availed her nothing. 
France bas had the good sensé net to Be 
to<y much hurt hj the îU conduct of its 
inîmical frîendâ^ and Sussia bas been frus^ 
trated in ber erpectations of a gênerai war 
against France. 

Wbence começ tbis anîmosîty of îficbolas 
to the dynasty now reigning in France? 
The Jnly révolution, a necessary consé- 
quence of tbe violation of the constitution 
wbicb tbe allies tbemselves bad guaranteed, 
and wbicb bas done great service to tbe 
cause of monarcby by maintaining tihe 
tbrone ; and tbe blâme of tbe Polisb révo- 
lution lies in tbe Sussian Grovemment, and 
certaîidy not in France. 

Tbe eruelties of Kicbolas towards tbe 
Pôles make ail bearts bleed. Tbe Eussîans 
cannot désire tbis conquest at tbe prîce of 
tbe disbonour wbicb tbese persécutions cast 
upcm tbem. Tbe Bussîan poet Pouscbkine 
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exclaims^ in the ardour of hîs patriotism, 
''Hewho falls in the struggle is sacred; 
we never trample under foot the enemies 
whom we hâve thrown down.'* If Alex- 
ander knew how to respect the rights of 
conqnered nations, why cannot i^Ticholas 
do so? If he is not able to sway the 
sceptre of Poland with humanity, to orga- 
nize a free and enlightened govemment, 
let him renounce it. The order which 
prevails at Warsaw is worse than the most 
complète anarchy. We no longer live in 
the âge of barbarous invasion, and the vœ 
victis should be erased from the law of 
nations. Why should brethren be made to 
tear their fellows to pièces? Why treat 
the friends of their country and of inde- 
pendence worse than prisoners of war, — 
more harshly than criminals ? The Kremlin 
has been avenged at Prague : to go beyond 
îs proceeding to the auto da fé. If the 
Gallic cock can do nothing for Poland but 
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crow, îf the French eagle has only crushed 
lier in its protecting talons, why should not 
Bassia raîse her again, after havîng had the 
glory to conquer her ? 

The récent persécutions of the Eoman 
Catholics and the Jews hâve destroyed the 
only liberty which has hitherto done honour 
to the Eussian Government — ^the liberty of 
religion. The united Greeks, (Catholics 
whose. service is performed in Sclavonian), 
hâve been incorporated by force mth the 
Greek Church, Mixed marriages hâve been 
subject to the obligation to bring up the 
children in the Greek religion, contrary to 
the old law, by which the sons were to be 
brought up in the religion of their father, 
and the daughters in that of their mother. 
Intimidation, cupidity, violence, irony,' stra- 
tagem, hâve been employed to increase the 
nmnber of prosélytes to the prevailing reli- 
gion in Bussia. The Polish priests hâve 
not had th.e energy of martyrs, and those 
among them who are more attached to 
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their ùiih tfaan their GoYemment ham^ 
been digmissed, and their place i&fiUed bj 
ecdesiasticsy who were, or pret^ided to b6> 
devoted to tbe Emperor. la it hatred of 
the Boman Catholic religiaii^ or batred of 
Foland^ wbieh impels Mcholas to tbese 
atrocitiea ? He iâ considered^ if anytbmg^ 
to be indiffèrent to religion; in tbis respect 
he dépends whoUy on the Procuration of 
the âynod) who places aU bis confidence in* 
a M. Skriptsç^ head of the deparianent of 
foreign religion^ and in M. . Engelhar^. 
civil govemc»: of Mohilew^ whose bitter 
animosity to the Boman Catholic religion' 
îs eanied even ta fanaticism^ and bas been; 
eqoalled only hy the hatred of Prince 
Khavonsky^ the former govemor-general ta 
the landowners of White BuBsia« 

The poor Jeivs hare been sobject to^ 
every kind. of vexation. Jl^ Mstii^b 
contraband goods lu»ring been seized i&^ 
their bouses,, the Jews commitied somer 
excesses^ repulsed a compaa^y of Invalider 
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womided several €ff them^ and reeovered 
ihrâ: goods. Tbe Emperor ordered a 
tenth-pact of the inhabitants to be taken 
for sKiIdiers. Tbe Jews rose^ intrigued^ and 
sacrifieed considérable snms^ whîch dii^osed 
the authorities to represent the faet as of 
less importance^ and to sereen the guilty. 
In erder to pott an. ^id to smnggling at one 
blow, Nicholas caosed the country to be 
razed to the extent of sixty wersts £rom 
the frontier^ thus redadng the land to a 
désert^ and the poor Jews were banished 
£rom their El Dorado« 

Not content with thia atrocious measure^ 
and adding ridicule to cruelty, he ha^ just 
conmianded the Jews to assunie the national 
costoDie. 

Who can retrace ail the persecutions^ to 
whicb the innocent hâve been. exposed 
ttndeir this ixnhappy reign î Who can eount 
aU the cruel, acts oi Hîdhkolas? 

M. H.^ in a private letter whick hef pot 
into t&e post-offic^ related a faet which 
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was current ail over Petersburg, namely, 
that a houtoschnik had assassinated a mer« 
chant. He was taken at night from liis 
bed by the side of bis pregnant wife, wha 
had a miscarriage^ and he himself passed 
three years in banishment. 

M. Jakoolef, one of the richest men in 
Eussia^ lost 100^000 rubles at higles, in the 
English club in St. Petersburg. Orders 
were immediately given to transport him to 
Viatka, and were revoked only because bis 
father presented 100,000 rubles to the 
charitable institutions, the head of which 
is, at the same time, by a strange incon- 
sistency, also the head of the secret police ; 
a police which is not equalled in China or 
Japan, and is the most pemicious of ail 
institutions. 

M. Kologrivof was driven away from 
Paris by an unworthy subterfuge, and made 
a private soldier in the Caucasus, for having 
taken part in the July révolution. " You 
bave a taste for the army," said the Em^ 
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peror, " go and serve me îii the Caucasus," 
In order to draw him away from Paris, his 
mother had sblicited his pardon ; the Em* 
peror replied that he should retum on the 
condition only of entering the service, and 
ihis service was that of a private. 

M. D. shared a similar fate, for having 
engaged in the Foreign Légion in AJgeria, 
which he was impelled to do by a want of 
money. 

A fashionable spy denounced a noble 
Courlander who had attended political so- 
cieties at Paris, and gave him up to the 
Bussian authorities, who banished him to 
Vladimir. 

Bestuchef, who had rendered the name 
of Màrlinsky famous in Kterature, a name 
which he assumed on his exile to Siberia, 
wâs sent as a private to the Caucasus, and 
on the day when, after having gained his 
^paillettes at the point of his sword, he 
jetumed to society, on that very day he 
was sent with some men against a corps 
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of Oircassians ten times as BumeronB, wlio 
eut them ail to pièces* 

M. Madyinof iras depriTed of his office 
for haying authorî^ed the publication of the 
portrait of Bestuchef ; not of Bestuchef who 
had been degraded for his participation in 
the revoit of 1825/ but of Morlinsky who had 
regained the rank of nobilitj by his sword. 

M. Tschedaeff was declared mad bj wder 
of his Impérial Majesty, for having ven- 
tured to write in a Moscow Review that ^* it 
was not possiUe to pass four-and-twenty 
hours in a reasonable mamier in Bi»9sia^ 
because the Bussians are not Ëuropeans ; 
because one Czar has opened for âiem a 
frozen window towards Europe; because 
another has led them about at beat of 
drum ;" and^ lastly^ for having added that 
'^ Bussia has retarded her advance in civili- 
zation by preferring the Greek to the Bo- 
man Oatholic religion." Boldor^, the 
censor^ who had suffered tins article to 
pass^ was banished to the Monastery of 
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Yaasilew^^ and M. Tsdiedaeff was sufaject 
to a daily yisit from a iilijrsician^ idio 
^ured a ^bas of cold water npon his 
bead. 

jàjigel^ a subaltem officer^ was condemned 
by a court-mariiîal far some act of msub- 
ordinatiou^ and the Emperor enhanced tiie 
pmûshmeiït. 

A grenadier, who seemed disposed to kill 
his captaîn, who frequently stnick him 
without reason, was condemned to run the 
gauntlet. The Emperor wrote with his 
own hand, thai the first 1000 hlow8 shovM 
be gwen him <m the hmd. 

Prince Sanguschko was condemned to be 
transported to Siberia, for haviûg taken 
a part in the Polish' Révolution. The Em- 
peror added to the sentence, ^^that he 
ahould perform thejovnfiey onfooV^ 

Madame Gracholska went with her son 
to visit her husband, who had emigrated to 
Switzerland, and the child begged that he 
might staj with his father. The Emperor 
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caused the mother to be brought to trial on 
her retum to Bussia. The nobles of the 
gOYernment of Fodolia made a subscription 
to fumish her with means to perfonn the 
joumey to Siberia, whither she was sen- 
tenced. The subscription amounted to 
14,000 rubles. Meholas ordered 13,000 
rubles to be kept back for the benefit of 
the invalids, saying that 1000 rubles was 
ample for the joumey in the Polîsh cam- 
paîgn! 

The dilatoriness of Dîebitseh obtained 
for him, from the Prussians, the nick-name 
of " Icannot so soon,'' which is a parody of 
hîs title Zabalkanski (the Transbalcanian). 
It appears that the cause of his indécision 
was hîs mistress, a Polish lady, who para- 
lyzed his movements andprevented his taking 
advantage of his victories ; unless, indeed, 
we regard him as the instrument of an 
intrigue in a high quarter, Nicholas had 
not the courage to dismiss him, and Die- 
bitsch dîed of the choiera, or of poison. 
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taken eitlier by . choice or compulsions 9, 
point which history bas not yet beçn able 
to clear up. The death of Constantine 
foUowed soon after, at the very moment 
wben he was about to become an object 
of eonstraint to bis brotber. His physician 
was not présent at bis death^ and his place 
was supplied by the physician of the city, 
who received an order of knighthood ; the 
govemor of the province was also recom- 
pensed. 

It suflSces for the death of an individual 
to be advantageous to the Sovereign. He 
is immediately accused, if circumstances 
affordthe.slightest pretext for it. Princess 
Lovitz died just at the moment when some 
embarrassment arose respecting the éti- 
quette with which she was to be received 
at the court of St. Petersburg. I am aware 
that there are obsequious servants who go 
beyond the will of their masters, but in 
truth deaths frequently happen hère quite 

VOL. I. u 
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à propos, especially îf we add that of M- 
sabeth. 

The Emperor, as we before observed, bas 
a prédilection for the military which ex- 
ceeds ail bounds. He imagines that a niilî- 
tary man is fit for ererything, and far better 
ealculated than a citizen to fill a dvil office. 
Most of his ministers hâve been or are still 
in the army. Count Cancrim hîmself bas 
not escaped the folly of desiring military 
rank^ and was made a gênerai at his own 
request. By making his aid-de-camp, Count 
Strogonof, Minister of the Interior, thé Em- 
peror bas rendered ill service to the country 
as well as to the count himseli^ Who is an 
honest man, rather than a skilful minister. 
Count Pahlen was another gênerai whom 
Nicholas gave a civil appointment, " Sire,'* 
said the count, "I bave ail my life foUowed 
the profession of arms, you call me to a dif- 
ficult post." ** Look at me/' repKed the Ena- 
peror; *'had I ever anything to dowith polî- 
tics beforé I ascended tho throne, yèt I bave 



NICHOLÀS THE FIRST, 291 

acquitted myself pretty well, as you know.** 
In Poland, the post of Minister of Public 
Instruction was ât first filled by Genenil 
Golovine, and tben by General Chîpof, 
botb of whom acquitted themselves Tery 
indifferently. The Principal of most of the 
universities are military men; and General 
ICrafostrom, the Principal of Dorpat, passed 
at once from the command of a brigade to 
that of a university, thus realizing the 
saying of Griboiédof, ^^I will give you a 
serjeant for Voltaire." The students relate 
anecdotes of him, some of which are too 
singular to be passed over in silence hère. 

In the Latin examinations, whenever he 
caught the word curator, he immediat^y 
rose from his seat^ thinking that he him- 
self must be the person spoken of, and of 
necessity in very flattering tenus, he gra* 
ciously saluted the individual who had 
nttered the word. 

'^ How many years hâve you been in the 
service ?" said he one day to a Professer irf 

u 2 
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Ojmnastîcs. ^*Two-and-twenty years," re-- 
pliëd the other. ^*And hâve not yet ob- 
tained a professorship in the unirersity!" 
exclaimed the head of that leamed body, 
indireetly holding out a flattering prospect 
to the teacher of gymnastiçs; perfeetly 
ignorant that a man does not become a 
priest by having spent his life in ringing 
church bells. 

^^All thèse flower-pots ought to be of 
equal size," said he to the celebrated Pro- 
fessor Ledebuhr, as they were walking toge- 
ther in the Botanic Garden. "How can 
that be/* said the Professer, '^without 
cutting the plants?" '^Very well, then, 
hâve them eut." 

**Let that student be struck off the lîst," 
cried he, on seeing a young man in the 
^ess of a citizen, and wearing the unîver- 
sity cap. ''He has been already struck 
off," retumed the beadle. ''Let him be 
istruck off a second time, then !" said the 
sage Principal. 



NICHOLAS THE FIBST. 293 ' 

'*The laws hâve no retro-actîve force," 
objected a student, in the hope of mamiain- < 
înghis right. *'Tou affirm that the laws 
of hîs Majesty hâve no active force ? You 
are a rebel/' cried the General, and drove 
the young man from his présence. 

The chiefs of the police are military men, 
and it is notorioushow rudely thèse gentle- 
men act. 

"Great complaints are made of the 
police," said Mcholas one day to Kakosch- 
kin, the Grand Master of the Police at 
Petersburg. '^They are said to be toc 
uncîvil." ''Sire," replied the Adjutant- 
General, ''if they were otherwise, they 
would not be so vigilant," The Emperor 
said nothing in reply> nor did it occur ta 
him to say that the police ought to be civil, 
and at the same time vigilant 

As a consummation of the ridiculous, the 
tiara has been placed under the hussar's 
cap. Protassof has been created Chief 
Procurator to the Synod; albeit, there îs 
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ptorhaps no reason to be snrprised at tihus, 
shice the Czar himself is the Patriardhu 
He makes and unmakes saints at pleasure. 
He kas canonized Mxtrophanes^ to dirert the 
people and to enricli the province of Yoro- 
nesch. He added Stanislaus to the saints of 
the Greek church; because when ît waa pro- 
posed to introduce the Polish order of St. 
Stanislaus, the clergy observed that there 
was no such saint in the Bussian calendar. 
^^Very well," repKed the Emperor, '^then 
tJie order need not be given to the priests;** 
and so the affair was settled. 

While speaking of Russian orders, we will 
saj a Word on that of the BuckU, instituted 
bj Kicholas. It is intended as a mark of 
distinction for those who hare served irro- 
proachably for the period of fifteen years or 
more. Are the instances of serving irre-^ 
proachxbly so rare in Eussia, that it iâ ne- 
èessarj to distingnish an indiyidual whoae 
condnct has merited it? 

It happened one day, in the capital of a 
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çmall German state^ that the Chargé à*A{^ 
faires of France was playing at whist with 
the Bussian Chargé d'Affaires^ who wore 
this mark of distinction. The Frenchman 
begged to be informed of the meaning of 
this badge; and when he leamt that the 
number on the breast of his partner indi-- 
cated the number of jears he had been in 
the service, replied, '^Well, then, you are 
maj'ked like cattle." This nearly led to a 
dnel, and the Bussian was recalled for har** 
ing brought contempt upon the Impérial 
badge, 

A man who was waiting at table with the 
buckle attached to his button-hole, indi^ 
çating twenty years' service; ^^This mau 
will certainly not upset a dish upon us^*' 
said a wit^ who was inmiediatély summoned 
to St. Petersburg, where Count Benken-» 
dorf gave him a severe reprimand. 
. One thing was wanting to complète this 
ridiculous aflFair — ^namely, to confer this 
distinction upon women; and accordinglj 
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Nicholas lias not faîled to do so: he has 
instituted the Mark of Mary. 

The Emperor carefiiUy conceals from hîs 
wife his little and great infidelitîes. The 
Empress has the more merit not to observe 
that she is deceîyed^ or at least not to show 
that she sees it ; although the lady in waiting, 
who for the moment îs honoured with the 
good grâces of the Autocrate is frequently 
in attendance upon the Empress^ and has 
ïiot always sufficient tact to hide the pré- 
férence of which she îs the object. 

We must do Mcholas the justice to say, 
that he is nevertheless pretty constant in 
his ilHcit connexion, and keeps his mistresses 
a long time, though he indulges in some 
caprices. His présent favourite charma 
him by her wit and amiability, rather thaii 
by her beauty. Thèse things are natural 
enough, and perhaps excusable, if we con- 
sider that the Emperor is stiïï in the prime 
of life, and that the health of the Empress 
îs completely shattered, so that her physi-* 
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dans hâve enjoined her to ]ceep quite apart 
from her husband, and this not for the pur- 
pose of pleasing the Czar*. 

Mcholas is less indulgent to others than 
to himself ; and has often proceeded with 
great rigour agaînst irregularities of this 
kind. He compelled the General-in-Chief 
E * * * to marry his mistress, whom he had 
seen riding in a carriage bearing the Gène* 
ral's arms ; and constrained Prince S, T. to 
marry a young lady in waiting, whom he 
abandoned ahnost immediately. 

A colonel, who was both ugly and un- 
amiable, married a beautiful and impas- 
sioned Italian lady. The resuit of this ill- 
assorted union was such as invariably hap- 
pens in like cases. This fascinating wife 
formed an intimacy with a young man 

* " Does he who is hlameless in the sight of the 
C«ar commit a sin in the sight of God ?" said M. ■ 
to his wife, after having ascertained the fact that she 
vas unfaithfîil to him, and favoured the Czar. Such 
laxity of morals in subjects accounts for many faults in 
princes. 
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named Soucli '^ * % bj whom she had a «m, 
for whomhis légal father conceived a Btrong 
affection^ from a strong resemblance to 
bimself . ** Heaven knows what the women 
of our days are made of !" said a lady of 
the old school^ in référence to this snb^ 
ject, *^tliey knov not only how to deceive 
their husbands, but tbej know a vast deal 
more besides.^ The charming Italian w^ 
soon offended at the caresses which the 
colonel bestowed upon her son^ and told 
him the plain truth. The colonel waa 
besîde himself^ and immediately reported 
the case to the Emperor^ who îu Bnssia 
does every thing alone. A divorce waà 
ordered; the Italian expelled from the 
country with her mother, and her lov^r 
thrown into prison^ and excluded from the 
service : for the service m Eussia, it must 
be observed, is of a mixed nature ; some- 
times it is inflicted as a punishment^ and 
sometîmes it is taken away from those 
whom it is intended to punish. 



NICHOLAS THE ÏTRST. 299 

Mcholas is a good father; but is that 
a yirtue which merits to be so lauded? 
Do not the most ferocious animais love 
their young ? If the ladies consider the 
Emperor Jï^icholas a bandsome man^ the 
phrenologists^ on the other hand^ bave no 
very exalted idea of bis cranium, and say 
thtft it haa little of the organ of caosality ; 
the physicians affirm that bis skuU con* 
tains water; wbile bistorians prétend that 
tbe members of the family of Holsteîit 
Grottolf lose their sensés after tbe âge of 
fbrty. But on this point, perbaps, as on 
many others, tbe fair sex alone are in tbe 
right : this much is certain, that the Em- 
peror iâ a tall man, but there are hundreds 
of grenadiers, cuirassiers, and even cadets^ 
Yfho bave tbe great bonour to equal bim in 
stature* 

His eye is that of a despot, and notbing 
deligbts bim more than to see people stand 
in awe of bim. The man who looks at bîni 
Tfiih a steady eye will never be one of Im 
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&Toarites: as a proof of thîs I will mention 
tlie following anecdote. A yo\mg fiancé 
was walking in the gardens of Alexan- 
drovka^ the Trianon of Peterhof, which is 
the Bussian Versailles, dreaming of love 
and of his future bliss; he unconsciously 
entered into the avenues reserved to the 
Impérial family. Two grenadiers addressed 
him rudely, and desired him to retire ; but 
the young man pointed to his uniform, 
which was that of the Impérial Chancery, 
and the soldiers, whose orders, or whose 
nnderstanding, were not up to this stra- 
tagem, suffered him to pass on. Em- 
boldened by this unexpected success, he 
ventured yet fiirther. On a sudden the 
Emperor stood before him, and, looking at 
him with an air of dignity and menace, 
fixed his eagle eye upon him. The young 
man was confoimded, tnmed pale and 
speechless, and his knees gave way under 
him. His sudden and great fear calmed 
the Emperor, and prevented the explosion 
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of his wratli ; but the young mau was so 
seriously affected by the. rencontre that 
:he became extremely ill. His afSanced 
bride was annoyed at the conséquent delay 
of the marriage^ and as she had no inclina- 
tion to wait for his recovery she actually 
espousedanother. Her fEÛthlessness affected 
the patient so deeply that he grew worse, 
was obliged to quit the service^ and to soek 
in foreign countries means for the restora- 
of his health^ and escape trom the effects 
of his despair. 

Bepnin, the govemor-general of Little 
Bussia^ committed great embezzlements 
during his administration. The remon- 
strance of Count Benkendorf produced 
such an effect on him^ that décorum 
forbids me to speak more plainly. The 
news of it satisfied the Emperor, and gra- 
tified him so much^ that he ordered ail 
proceedings against the culprit to be su$r 
pended. 
^ One of the Emperor's aides-de-camp wiis 
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dismiâsed for having gesticulated ^en 
epeaking to him. Another was transferred 
from thé cavalry to the infantrj^ from th^ 
régiment of horse-guards to that of Fï*eo- 
brajenski.for a misérable ptm^ as some say^ 
or as others hâve it^ for havîng allowed him^ 
self an air of too great familiaritj. 

Two students who omitted to salute the 
Emperor were confined in the goard-hoose^ 
and smnmoned to appear before his Ma- 
jesty, to whom they declared that they had 
only just arrived from their Province, and 
had not recognized the Sovereign. The 
explanation appeared to him so satisfactorj^ 
that iNTicholas made them dine in his palace, 
and the sensation throughout the dty vaB 
great, that ail were loud in their praises Off 
the Emperor*s conduct. 

As I am above ail things désirons to be 
impartial^ and even lenient, I hâve often 
applied to the best informed persons, and 
to the most devoted courtiers, and reqnested 
them^ aa a fayonr, to point ont to me at 
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least one laudable action of JSficholas^ and 
I was ready to feel for Inm ail the entfau^ 
Biafitm wMch noble actions can inspire. 
Some stammered ont a few monosyllables 
and stopped short; and others directed my 
attention to the dignity of his foreign 
policy, and uttered some vague expressions 
about the élévation of his sentiments. I 
however met with some individuals who 
quoted several traits which they caUed 
cJieveîeresqtie, The following are among 
the numbers of those which I hâve col*- 
lected. 

A colonel boxed the ears of his ensîgn, 
upon which the latter drew his pistol and 
shot him dead on the spot. The Emperor 
asked whether the pistol was loaded at the 
moment when the insuit was offered, and 
being answered in the aflSrmative, pardoned 
the murderer. 

An officer did the same to his colond^ 
who had only insulted him by words. ISU 
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<^olas exclaimed^ that his death would lie 
heavj on his conscience. 

Another officer who had pennitted a 
serions oflfence which he had received from 
one of his comrades to go nnpunished^ was 
excluded from the régiment by suprême 
authority. 

Thèse are trifling facts/and hâve been 
coUected with much difficnlty, while nu- 
merous others présent themselves to my 
mind and pen, which prove that thèse laud- 
able traits were only the offspring of caprice, 
and not founded on fixed principles. 

Captains Issakof and Likatschef^ of the 
artillery of the guards^ had an altercation 
wiih a captain who had passed from the 
Folish into the Bussian service, and one of 
them told him " He was a traitor." They 
were brought to trial, and the tribunal de- 
cided that their previous imprisonment 
should be accounted a sufficient punish- 
ment. The Emperor caused the tribunal 
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to be reprimanded^ appointed a commission^ 
and had the accused officers sent to distant 
fortresses as officers of the line. 

A degraded nobleman in the Caucasus, 
ivhile in the ranks received à blow with the 
fist from his serjeant, upon which he imme- 
diately thrust him throùgh with his bayonet, 
He was condemned to ran the gauntlet, and 
General Laventzof ordered ail the degraded 
nobles, who are very numerous in the Cau- 
casus, to be présent and take a share in in- 
flicting the punishment, thus making them 
act the part of executionérs. 

Kotwithstanding ail that I hâve said, I 
do not think that îficholas is a tyrant by 
nature but only from conviction. He is 
persuaded that if he acted otherwise, public 
affairs could not succeed, and he is very well 
satisfied with the manner in which they 
hâve gone on during his reign. The habit 
of goveming upon this principle bas given 
him a taste for cruelty, for the habit of 

VOL. I. X 
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tymimigmg amtceB nui m tpaxoL The 
ImBMEiis eay ihatit requins an iraa liftad ixà 
gOTem Euâsi% but ûïBt im hasiàA^dsài ite 
f^wmL Kidiolais liu tbe iroa immà but^he 
hu fergotten ike glore. 
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Ohaptbe X. 

THE FAMILY AND COURT OF THE CZAR. 

TiK EuFBEss lias alin^sjB exerdaed a 
lie&efiçial iofluaioe over lier Imsband, bf 
ibempering lus passion and his excesses^ aud 
iàiere is^ consequently^ a great ap^ehensîom 
e£±h& jeaiilts, if ake should die be£d(re hifm, 
wéàdi afpears Imt too probable. It is pre** 
@»ied i&at her deafh will prodnce tbe same 
eéËbd npon j^icbolas, as €he loss of bis firsl 
srife did afkon Ivan W. Thougb sbe dœs 
ïisi |)^ssfiS8 anj superior qualitîies^ the at^ 
laoqtb^e in wbicib sbe lires bas not been 
aUe io eSeaœ ihe good principLes wbadb éxe 
imbibed at iba Court iofPmsaia. 

X 2 
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The Grand Duke^ heir to the Throne, 
is not a very promîsing character^ îf we may 
take the word of those who are the most 
about him; but those who promise the 
most do not always perform most ; and his 
father, by the manner in which he govems, 
will hâve greatly facilitated his task ; and it 
will be comparatively easy for him to con- 
tent a people who hâve been subject to so 
rigorous a reign. It is certain that he is of 
an amiable disposition^ and this is much to 
go upon. While still a child, his father 
asked him how he would hâve treated 
the conspirators of the 26th of December, 
*' I would hâve pardoned them/' he re- 
plied. The young Czarwitsch is thought to 
be a great deal like his uncle Alexander, 
and this too is in his faveur. His édu- 
cation has not been so brilliant as hia 
father imagines^ who^ in fact^ has under- 
taken to finish it himself, but it is to be 
hoped that he will not succeed in modelling 
bim according to his own likeness. 
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The young Grand Duke Constàntine 
NiCHOLOwiTSCH îs the phœnix of the family, 
for he îs said to be possessed of great Intel- 
lectual powers. At the conclusion of the 
first lesson in the Bussian language which 
he received from M. Pletnef, the latter wâs 
about to withdraw, when the Grand Duke 
stopped him, saying, that he wished to go 
on a little longer. One day he addressed 
toi officer of the Horse Guards, and said, 
*^How is it that there is not a day but what 
I see you in a green dress, that yesterday 
evening you wore a red one, and now a 
white coat ?" The officer set about explain* 
îng this transformation ; to which Constàn- 
tine replied, " Oh, I see ! you do exàctly 
like the clown on the stage." In his 
character of Admirai, he took pleasure in 
arresting his elder brother, who was on 
board his ship, for which he was himself put 
under arrest for a considérable time by 
order of his father. 

The Grand Duke Michael^ the Em*- 
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feror's broiher, bas a kind disposition^ But 
a rongh extciior^ and lias a propensHj t(» 
auike pims. It is affirmed that he bas %6en 
M«n ta weep at seeing Eussian soldiers 
fllain in Poland^ while bis brotber Constsa- 
tnie robbed bis bands^ saying^ ^ Wba4î do 
you tbink of my Pôles?** It is not said 
wbetber Micbael sbed tears for tbe soldiers 
wbom be sacrificed at Brailow^ but it is pve- 
tended that be would not wear tbe order of 
St. George^ conferred npon bâm for tbe dé- 
plorable siège of tbat place. He is^, bow* 
cver^ tbe greatest courtier in Eussia ; îa 
pablic be is always sçen bent double wMé 
speaking^ wîtb manîfest vénération^ to bis 
brotber. He is tbe first servant (rf tbe 
Cizar. I once beard bim say, witb regret, 
at a bail, " Ail my coUeagues bave preceded 
oie m tbe service.'* At one tîme, bowever; 
tbere was a eoolness between tbe two ImM 
tiDer% after wlneb, Micbael went to Momsm 
or abroad, wbere be pretended to amosë 
MxuBeM exeesjsively;» and sougbt popuiiui^y^ 



juà mAj aamxg thâi nobles^ but lâïeiriaé 
mmQmg the effieersu T£ye TEmfmm isèpm^ 
imaaded: Hm sei^eirely fer fbÉemkingr TOt& 
IdSt m&rÛHns^. to^ Tvèkk he^ ftnsweireâ^ iàst Bie 
lad Sût €Espeeted to^ be se treated by Mb 
IffOiâiar and liiâ So^ereôg^Et. 

Bjs wife^ tibe Gbanet Ducoess Hblks^ m 
a womaa of superior uiiileraÉ»BdiBg^ wbkk 
•£len expeaes ber to a degree of jjealôosj 
€^ii the part; o£ the ïlmpress^ winch is bev^^ 
iirsyed m fireq^^ent pettj doiiie^ic qiffiuarel& 
On one occasion^ when the Grand DudPffisiB 
ireturaed from abroad^ ber tonmks i^ere 
stiictly exarnihed st thé eiB^c»0i4urafiey 
and altbougb her new dresses lost mme^- 
tim^ of their freslmes»^ tb^ey^ nevertbekfifl^ 
ftn^psed ail otbeans ai Coud; bjtbeir ncndLtjr. 
Zjet n» proeeed ta tbe ]Si£niBters. 

Sevea cities in Greece contended for ibe 
bonour of baving giren bîrtb to Homer; sa, 
feinrEuropeaaijPQwers migbt dadm tbegbry 
ef baykig Ooctiit ^essblkodb for iibedr sais^ 
^eoL B« was bom m sigbt q£ Liâbco^ cgn 
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board an English sUp, of Grerman parents, 
in the n^rvice of Bussia. As there was no 
Lutheran clergjman on board the vessel, 
the infant diplomatist was baptized accord- 
ing to the rites of the Church of England. 
He niîght^ therefore, be claimed by Great 
Britain, since he was bom under her flag, 
sinee the vessel of a Power is always con- 
sidered as part of its territory; England^ 
however, is rich enough in statesmen to 
give up one to Bussia without mueh détri- 
ment. 

His family is of Westphalian origin ; thé 
îfessebodes are counts of^the Empire, and 
therefore the Chancellor has always posi- 
tively refiised the title of Bussian Count, 
which the Emperor has repeatedly oflPered 
him. It is not thus that Bussians acted, 
who, like him, and long before him, were 
Counts of the Holy Boman Empire ; the 
Grolovines, and the Menschikofs, hâve never 
hesitated for an instant to' aceept the titles 
:0f their country, but Count Uesselrode îs 
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not enough of a courtier to be national^ 
and thinks tliat a title of the Holj Empire 
is hîghly préférable to an équivalent Eussian 
title. JSTevertheless, he would doubtless do 
violence to bis feelings and accept the title 
pf Prince if it were offered to him. Mean- 
time he is waiting patiently, obtaining vast 
estâtes in the south and east of Eussia, 
where he pays a great deal of attention to 
the breeding of sheep. 

Count If esselrode was first a seaman, and 
then a cuirassier^ and an officer in the 
Borse Guard, but the Emperor Paul thought 
that he looked like a diplomatist^ and ac- 
cordingly transferred the count to the 
4epartment of Foreign Afiairs. It is well 
ioiown that Paul was no physiognomist ; he 
fieveral times made his subjects interchange 
parts^ transforming masters into servants^ 
and servants into masters^ from mère ca- 
price. Having bccome a Diplomatist by 
order of the Czar, Ifesselrode^ like so many 
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etbers^ made Ms^ fèrtime ibrouj^ tlee ffiÉr 
aex, though t%6 wonum to wbom tie poad tts 
flddresse»^ er w&o addressed' fiisa;, ^n^e^^ nst 
dSstinguished hy her besotj. For a irrt 
cs^aj^ this ww a master^troke ; K W88 
playing with ^e eertamtj of winning; ani 
tiie eonditîoim of the^ bai^^am were :fixed 
beforehand. Coontess CrnridÇ dn^tiffl? 0£ 
the Mîniister of Fînance, after IxaTÎHg' m 
vam intrigucd for sellerai good s»tefe^ 
wlsere her riches were» nofe e(»:iânleFed a 
eompensatîoiL for her uglinesB> turmed heat 
attention, for waat of doing bettes, to ISeff- 
seirod)e> who brongtt, by way of portion^ 
tlie powers. witk whibk s&e nndertoolb t» 
Bsveat Mm., Hîb wife bas erer aiaœB essep* 
jà&eà xnàmàkeà infiixence.orar biîn; asid 
m persofl^ màssB sure of bec «sent, eu 
mtyixpm sslj Êmnir from faiiH. To plèMie 
ike eoimte»^ it is. neeessaiy to âstter hnr 
tasts îàitbefihe arts; dtfô is a gmai, adaucr 
of pictnrss ajid hasts^ imà does not dkâioi 



eitlier copies^ or originalk Tlie ccxurt îs 
fthiirt and Festless^ and gm-ertùHj weacis ik« 
eross of St. Andîreir on M» oost^ witll tht 
medal ef tà« Turkîsli campaign, a verf 
adroit inade of payii]^ hk court ta the }mm 
ei^YsiZDau He is paaaiosiately fond of eaxâ% 
ajid people say that he hm logt bia beari td 
them^ bai be bas IO0É motbi&g else^ for 1& 
Mérinos, tbriva admiBablji 

Covjit ]!7essekode is tbe cbief of tixe €ka^ 
man pacty ;. two-tiHrds of tbe officers in thé 
Voreign Department are Germans^ Lifp- 
aiann^ Ostensaeken^ Beck^ Molcke^ and Fuiof* 
mann; and Eirask is represented in Eng- 
land by Bnmnow^ in France by Pàblefi^^ ni 
Frussia by Meyendorf^ in Austria by Meden^ 
«t Stockholm by £jrudji«x^ at Berne Vjr 
another Kriidner^. at Hambnigb by Sèrti\c«^ 
«t Copenhagen by Mcholai^ at Dresden bj 
Sdbxoèer^ and at Téhéran by m sec€»d 
Medenr« Som^body oace advised Count 
ISûE^àro^ to endeaTOur to place Eusaiansiit 



S16 RUSSIA UNDER 

oMcial stations abroad, to which he coolly 
replied, " The Bussians hâve never done any 
thing but make blonders." He alluded to 
M. Kakoschkin^ who^ in fact^ seems to 
bave made some gross mistakes at Turin ; 
but what^ it may be asked^ bas Count JSTes- 
sebrode bimself done? The treaty of the 
lôth of July, — a bravado which bas become 
ridiculous^ — ^and, the abandonment of our 
constant policy towards Turkey . " We bave 
too mueh to do with Poland to attend to 
Turkey," say the Eussian diplomatists. Our 
relations with France are endangered. 
^^ Such is the good pleasure of the Em- 
peror," they reply. " The Chaneellor ean 
do nothing — our interests are often sacri- 
fieed to England — ^we make.advances by it 
— -Bussia complains of our. conduct towards 
her — the country above ail things," say 
the créatures of the count* We shaU see ! 
CouNT Bënkendorf was a good man in 
the full sensé of the expression, for he was 
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as good as he was incapable. In order to 
adyance his own fortune, he made drawings 
of'fiîgates in the Emperor Paul's album, 
which obtained for him the epaulettes of 
the aid-de-camp to the Czar, He was 
General of Division at the accession of 
Mcholas, who placed him at the head of 
the Secret Police, that infernal machine, 
the oflPspring of fear and insanity. Every 
body agrées in saying, that Count Ben-* 
kendorf, in this melancholy post, did as 
little evil as possible, which is a pretty con- 
sidérable négative merit. But an unskilftd 
friend is worse than an intelligent enemy, 
and the incapacityof the count has undone 
many persons, whom more clear-sighted 
men might hâve savéd and even madé 
usefiil* 

The officiai title of the office wjiich Count 
Benkendorf held, is that of chief of the 
corps of gens-d'armes,, which means that of 
chièf of the spies. The Emperor has plaiced 
a superior officer of the gens-d'armes iiï 
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«rerj pronncial dtiy^ iê witeh o^er ihe 
BHigkitEsteB and peofile. -^i luiw tlm 
Ênmd fiome TalnaUe men,^ said fas ^G^e day 
to Fnaœ YaBoltsàokaL ^'Wsy &m% 
jem. make ibem ^dvemorB?^' «splied Ihe 
tfrendfiiDi cf tbe CJoumâL He mSgiarfc «s 
iRFiell hare «id, ^^ Wliy idont y«m plwae .iisen 
uiiihe Coimoil af tbeBmpiie?^' ifjouwt 

and in order to œndfir tboir gsHam snffîcieiif^ 
tkey douible tbedr extcEriÂoiis* His ik wlacfe 
lian»eiked om the insemot -occasion. The 
npmnteiideBi» plaaad iiieflraekefi €m la 
f^eim^ mth £be sisperxatemded^ ^ind ms» 
8M& ia «lonninmce wîth .uU jii0se tifficens^ 
vliD grew lidï «t Hâie expense af Hhe publie, 
!ilie foUx^rmg ifi an instanee ^wiûcli lascppeaMd 
at IS'ovgorod. M. Sukovkin, the Go^eraisar 
0f that Pn)qriâGe9 ihad comnâtted girea^t em- 
bezzlemesiÉfi^ i?âiidi fmme i& ike kûmà&d^ 
«f >tiie EEmperotc^ ^loth^ut angr mxfeîce lia^râifg 
been gi^en to làe competeiit aiiâit3Krki^ 
tiianks Éo tiie xelafioiishîp of M. & tvvith 
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"RieiiiTmcheily who mm caAr^^^ ia (gr^aaub 
fvwur wiili JTidiiûlAe^ Jids JlajôBfy io&ffiBed 
M. BbiâBif, mho iQù^xmskteà «Count JBfift* 
i&àà&Ti mtli .4:he oiaÉifèr. .I3ie Jj^lkister cof 
B0lû)e dxmnediaiôly Meiit s, b&vbj^ lej^moaixà 

^{fared, ffâfco iiad Bat made ai^ repoirt ito Jûm 
^aaiithe abuB65 mbkok wea^ ù&Bawitei an the 
cardb under hœ infi[pedtioii. Xhe ccIfitoiEsl 
uras a (srenofinj; vasid '^^m, iOrerman^" as tfa» 
iLa»n«ns s&j^ ^^kmererhvamb noTidrowned." 
]^ wBnt oad threw Isimself at the £&&t g£ 
Coimtefis Qrloff, whe \vau3 thesi peif ormii:^ 
her dévotions in a convent at JSiowgoT<^ 
Wùà whooe ^mtj disposed hfir to «deme^scj. 
13ie fldf ul icolonel vowed to Ji^ iàat it was 
fais aaiîaMe dii^ositiœi which niined hiin, 
Wàd thot it was hom pure jgood naku^ that 
heJuid rânkedat^ the^abnses which ware 
eomosâtted in .the fcovince. The countefis 
fatote to her husbam^ ^and ihe colonel'g 
fttrdon was sacnse. 
lAtterlj^ Côimt Benkeudorf lost bothhÎB 
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memory and inclination to work. He did 
not even read the letters wWch were ad- 
dressed to hîm^ and overlooked the most 
important matters. He bas forgotten msaiy 
in exile^ and others in prison. Greneral 
Douvelt was Ms factotum, who took with 
both hands, and it was therefore more thasi 
once in contemplation to dismiss him ; but 
Count Benkendorf havîng declared that in 
that case he would immediately quit thé 
service, the Court shut their eyes, waiting 
for the time when the count should do the 
same ; but after his death they forgot to 
open them. 

It is well known that Count Benkendorf 
was the director of several steam naviga- 
tion and other companies, which was a 
source of revenue to him, and a more or* 
less illicit protection to the parties inte-- 
rested. He did not disdain the most trifling 
présents, if they were adroitly made, and 
we know of a certain -emerald necklace 
which obtained for M. L. the order of St. 
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Stanislaus. We could also name some dîa- 
monds which were oflTered on the occasion 
of a marriage, and to which Count B. is 
îndebted for retaining his title, which was 
strongly disputed. *'^His family being 
equallj rich and powerful, it would not hâve 
been advisable to deprive him of it," was 
the plea urged by Count Benkendorf to the 
Emperor, and there the matter dropped. 
But I will not dwell on thèse petty matters, 
wMch are so common in Bussia, where it is 
considered a merit to take but Kttle and to 
receive indirectly. 

Count Benkendorf died in the bosom of 
the Catholic church, through the influence 
of Madame Krudner, to whom he latterly 
devoted his fortune, his time, and his 
repose. He had conceived for her that 
affection ôf an old man, which ends only 
with life, a platonic and unhappy affection 
which hastened his endé His conversion 
was not made known till after his death, 
and greatly scandalized the Emperor and 

VOL I. Y 
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Court, bat his haring become a Bcmuyi 
Catholic îs said to bave sared a great niim^ 
ber ot innocent person% wbo professed tiiié 
same religion. 

Madame Kradner désîgnatedbim thebert 
ntan in the world; and her opinion b» 
become that of the whole country; and fût 
mj own part I take pleasure in not contra^ 
dicting it, espedaUj considering the nrrongs 
which the Coimt may hâve done me. 

Ck>n5T Orloff, who bas just sueceeded 
Oouût Benkendorf, is one of theconfidante 
of his Majesty. He owe* his rise to ibe 
etents of the 26tb of Deeember, 1825. 
Béîng at that time colonel of the régiment 
of horse guards, the barracks of wlûch are 
n^rest to the palace, he wbb the first to 
place himself at the head of his men, and 
march to Isaac Bquare. He bas smce been 
loaded with favonrs and kindnesses. Oie 
day, however, the Emperor struck him on. 
the chest, npon which the faroorite tbon^t 
fit to be offended, and to say that he ma 
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old^ and had need of repose. ^'Uevaf^ 
miiid tha^/' answered thé Ozar^ ^^go where- 
eve^ you please." Orloff was confomidedy 
he mmiediatély redotibled lus assiduiiy and 
attention to the Autocrate who soon foi^t . 
tliia incident^ but said on another occasion^ 
^'JSTobody is so indispensable to me, Tscher- 
ayscbet" Count Orloff, when he was made. 
Minister of Police, made a profound obser-* 
ration: "I do not comprebend the utilitj. 
of ail thia institution." May the Count one 
day see its total inutility^ and contribute to 
abolish it. 

TsGHERNYSCHEF, Minister of War, owes 
his rise to the skill with which he searched 
the archives of France, in 1811, and pro- 
cured the plans and the projects of the 
campaign of 1812. Being raised to the 
rank of Greneral, he entered Cassel, and 
since that time, the expression, "When I 
took Cassel!" is always in bis mouth. 

At the accession of the Emperor BTi- 
cholas, he manifested cruel energy in 

y2 
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the persécution of tbe conspîrators. An 
officer who had been unjustlj accused^ 
and was bold in the conscîousness of his 
innocence^ was provoked to an expression of 
anger towards him, and on that account 
was worse dealt with than the guilty. He 
himself superintended the condemnation of 
Gount Tsehemyschef, in order to get pos- 
session of his property. The Emperor went 
and presented him to the mother of the 
accused^ and endeavoured.to persuade her 
to adopt him, but this worthy lady answered 
that, though she gladly received his Ma- 
jesty's Adjutant-Greneral, yet she could 
never look upon him as a relative. The 
affair was then brought before the Council 
of the Empire, and when the reporting 
secretary stated that he could not find a 
law in support of the demand which was 
made for the transfer of the estâtes of 
Count Tschemyschef to the Greneral, a noble 
and clever member of the council said, 
*'Searçh diligently, it must be found!'* 
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The secretary persisting in Lis assertion, 

Count M added, ^^There is a law, 

which enacts that the property of the per-* 
son executed belongs tô the executioner!** 
Thus alluding to an English law, which 
gives to the executioner the boots of the 
person whom he has executed. 

Being disappointed in his hopes, Tscher- 
nyschef tumed his thoughts to marriage. 
Three ladies, whom he espoused succés- 
sively contributed to make his fortune. 
Instead of the title Count he has obtained 
that of Prince. 

Count Cancrin was the only statesman 
in Eussia who possessed considérable know- 
ledge, though he was rather déficient in 
the very branch which was under his admi-- 
nistration. He was a very good book- 
keeper; but chemistry, mechanics, and 
technology, were wholly unknown to hina* 
The sensé of duty predominated over ail 
his German nationality ; he really aimed at 
the good of Eussia ; but at the same tinte 
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. he dîd not neglect hîs own affaîrs^ which 
« hîs post peculîàrlj enabled him to attend 
to. Colbert has been reproached for kis 
fortune ; but we may be permîtted to le- 
proacb Count Oancrin with bis, even tfaough 
he leaves tbe trouble of spending it to hîs 
chîldren. He has amassed an amount ot 
• 400,000 rubles. ^' Ail thîs will pass over/' 
says he, **my chîldren wîll take care of 
it.»* 

He was the most ardent partîsan of the 
prohîbîtîve System, as well as that of manu* 
factures ; but the favourîng impulse which 
he gave to the latter does not compensate 
for the sufferings of agriculture, to which 
he refiised to pay attention. A truly Ri»- 
sian heart would not bave Mien into this 
error, and would bave known that the 
Empire is, in an es^ecial manner, an agrî- 
cultural country. 

The question of the slayery of the yasstfis 
was above the ^here of this minister; 
and hîs régulations respecting the coinage 
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were a mère groping in the dark, wheiie, 
l>j dint of feeling àt random^ he some- 
times hit the right mark. He, howevfr, 
opposed the dissipation of the Empefpr 
with a persererance which the Gzar called 
ohstinacjy without venturing to cross him 
toc mucL The merit of Mazarin is tbat 
of having given Colb^ to Louis XIF. 
Oomit Cancrin, hy leaving M. Vrontschenko 
as his suocessor, has rendered a yery ill 
service to Bussia« 

CoTOîT Kleikmichel, a coimt by tjie 
faTour of Nicholas^ like almost ail the 
connts and princes who serve him^ is a eroa- 
tare of Coant Axakhtschéief^ and a most 
ungrateful man to his former master^ for h6 
vas the first to tum his back upon him 
when the Emperor abandoned him; and 
hence it is net surprising that Arakht- 
schéief, when he was asked for information 
lespecting his former aid-der<;amp^ shoiild 
hâve replied that '' he did not know hia." 
fiinreyer^ when the complaints which his 
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administration excited reached his ears^ he 
exclaimed^ '^Do not complain toc much^ 
I will give you my Petrouscha ;" and îu 
fact the latter is already foUowing him with 
gigantic strides^ both in the favour of his 
master and in the hatred of the people. 
It is affirmed that the Grand Duke Michael 
said to the chief of the department of Pub- 
lic Works, after he had caused some cadets 
to be flogged and sent as private soldiers 
to the Caucasus^ " Tou hâve cast a stain on 
the reign of my brother!" The nobî- 
lity, for the first time, murmured loudly; 
the mothers complained^ and tooktheir 
children out of the hands of the execu- 
tioner. 

The secret of the ties which unité this 
man to ISTicholas, is not so much the con- 
formity of their tastes and character^ as 
reciprocal forbearance. The Sovereign must 
doubtless take care of him who takes care 
of his mistresses. 

Count Kleinmichel is the njiost brutal 
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functîonary in the Eussian empire; and 
this is saying a great deal, where so many 
people glory in being such. 

The Winter Palace, so tyrannically re- 
built, tas raised the fortune of the count ; 
nor has the falling of St. Gèorge's Hall 
injured his prospects. ^'Make yourself 
easy," said the Emperor, " the fault is ail 
my own, I was in too great a hurry ;" and, 
as a colonel who was présent, and looking 
up at the ill-fated ceiling, thus suffered the 
semblance of a beard to be visible above 
his cravat, the Emperor vented his spleen 
upon him. 

The predecessors of Count Kleinmichel, 
in his post of head of the department oi 

^ Public Works, were MM. Toll and Betan- 
court, men of probity and talent, who en- 
joyed a high degree of public esteem, but 
could not succeed in persuading the Govem- 

- ment to adopt their plans, — a govemment 
which is so lavish for itself, and so nig- 
gardly for objects of public utility, Seeing 
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that witli e^ht milfions it was not pooaiiile 
to give gooà roads to BnsBia^ M. Betftaeaart 
tumed ail his, solicitade to the corps of 
cadets^ which was confided to his care, and 
organked it on the model of the Pcdj- 
technic Bchool; but hwe too the GeraMm 
spmt did not faîl to attain the ascendatit 
over the Praich, and the Prince of Wi«r- 
temburg^ who took the direction of that 
department affcer M. Betaneourt^ replaeiçd 
the whole on the ancient footing* Gonjit 
Toll WBS a distînguished chief of the Staff 
nnder Diebitsch, in the campaigns both 
of Turkey and Poland. 

Coxnsrr Eisselef^ Minister of the Do- 
mainsy is one of the leadera of the Bussiàn 
opposition^ of the libéral partj, and a re- 
former; an opposition which cannc^ be 
called one : a liberalism which is ao only in 
name; reforma^ which are destitute of 
plan. He is considered as the most dan- 
geroiœ enemj of the Iknperor^ for tiie 
ineyitable efifects of his measnres are to 
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raise discontent, and seem calculated to 
excite révolutions* 

Being a modeiate UberaJ, and not darmg 
on open opposition ; a moderate statesman, 
and under the influence of snch oi^osing 
pmeiple^ he cannot pursue a steady course, 
Instead of seeing in his injudicious mea- 
siares a tendency to révolution, it would be 
better to ascribe them onlj to the bad faith 
of bifi agents. Wbat does him most 
bonour is tbat of being an advocate for the 
émancipation of the ser&; but the old 
Bussian partj stops bis mouth^ whenever 
be reproaches them with not baving a 
peasantrj. The considérable possessicHis of 
bis adversaries should, however, impose on 
them more disinterested knguage. 

M. OuwAROP, Mindster of Public Instruc- 
tion, wbo is not jet a count> but must^ 
doubtlesSy ère long acquire that title, is a 
man of knowledge and understanding, but 
déficient in the qualities of right feeling. 
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His self-Iove and hîs ranity are eqnalled 
only by the envy which he cherishes towards 
ail those who advance more rapidly than 
himself. 

*' I and the Emperor hâve decided," he 
repeats at the end of every sentence ; and 
then^ correcting himself^ begins again: 
ie Emperor and I hâve, &c., &c." 
JSFationaïkyintiA^^^tocrc^ are the motto 
of hîs administrationjNtjs is now as devoted 
to absolutism as he was ïfewmerly libéral: 
nay, he is even more so. M. Ôù^^arof is 
too good a philosopher to be deeply veA^ed 
in other branches of leaming, which however ^^ 
does not restrain him from dictating his or- 
dinances like a sovereign lord, in medicine 
as well as in jurisprudence, 

" Ton are wrong to think of professing 
political economy," observed he to M. 
Dsch * * *; ^'political economy is not 
a science; you ought rather to take up 
history." It is but justice to say, in spite 
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of every defect, that the administration of 
M. Ouwarof has been favourable to éduca- 
tion, especially to the higher branches* 

It is, besides, an easy task for one who 
succeeds to the ministry after such a man 
as Schichkof. We find the following anec- 
dote in the memoirs which he left behind 
hîm. He was on his way to Moscow with 
the Emperor Alexander, and his Majesty 
having gone to some distance from his 
équipage, the minister who was left alone 
began to contemplate the heavens* He 
there distinguished, as he says, two clouds, 
one of which resembled in shape a dragon, 
such as it is represented on paper, and the 
other a lobster. The two images advanced 
against each other, and commenced a des- 
perate conflict, and the dragon was de-- 
stroyed. The minister considered this as 
an emblem of the war of 1812 which had 
just broken out, but which of the two 
belligerent parties was represented by the 
lobster? "Evidently Bussîa! because in. 
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tbat longnage the two words begin witE* 
theletterR!^ 

Prince Volkonskt, Minister of the 
Courte was tlie friend and the drudge of 
the Emperor Alexander^ who often cairied 
his familiarity so far as to treat hnn ex^ . 
tremelj ill. One daj^ when bad tea had 
been set before hîm^ he compelled the prince ^ 
to swallow the whole pot full. Another tîme, 
when Prince Volkondcy spoke contemptu* 
OQsIy of the Polish ladies^ the chiyalrous 
Alexander, who was jnst then in lore with 
Madame I^arjshkin (a Princess Czetwer- 
tinski) gave him a box on the ear ; and^ in 
1814^ when he was about to set ont from 
Paris, a carriage with indiffèrent horsea 
was brought him, upon which the Ozar 
seolded the prince as if he had been a 
groom. 

The following anecdote will convey an 
idea of the administration of ihe prince in 
particular, and of that of the Russian 
€k)yemment in g^ieral. A ring had dis- 
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B^pgeBxéà trom a casket of jewds; the sen* 

tiael was asked if be bad seen any peisoa 

eBtsr the room where the the£t had beeBi 

cèmmitted^ and îu thia caae whether he 

could recoguize the individual. On his 

aasweriDg in the affinnative he waa taken 

to the office of the ministry, and kad no 

difficultj in pointing ont the clerk whom he . 

had seen enten Yolskonskj struck this 

nnluckj man, and expelled him ûrom the 

serrice, with a certificate, in thèse terms, 

^^Dismissed on suspicion of thefL" The 

prospects of the jonng man were inevitablj 

nnned^ and his. familj and himself disho- 

noared for ever. Fortunately^ his £SEU)her 

was a retired gênerai^ a man of hononr and 

high principle. He immediately addressed 

a letter to the Emperor, in which he said 

that^ ^^having no proofs of the crime of his 

scm^ he knew not whether he ought to driyo 

him from his présence^ or to press him to 

his bosom. He therefore begged the Sove- 

reign^ net as Ozar^ but as a &ther^ to cause 
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inquiry to be made into the affair." He 
put on his uniform, and went to présent liis 
letter to Kicholas^ just when the guard was 
being mounted. It was then discovered 
tbat the person who had stolen the rin^ 
was a porter of the hôtel. The Emperot 
took the joung man into his chancerj^ but 
Prince Volkonsky retained hîs post» 

The following fact wîll fnmish another 
proof of how fer the Russîan Ministers are 
firom being disinterested. 

A dealer in Persian shawls, at Moscow, 
was ordered to wait upon the Empress, as 
she passed through that city. She selected 
two shawls, inquired the price, and ordered 
them to be paid for, The shawls were 
taken^ but the dealer with difficulty obtained 
a part of his money, and was compelled to 
submit to a réduction. M. E., a jeweller, 
had to complain of a similar proceeding on 
the part of the Minister of the Court. 

M. Perovsky will be honourably distin- 
guished in the annals of the Eussian admi- 
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nisiration : he is far superior to ail his pre^ 
decessors^ by his activîty and his zeal in 
promoting what is good. His entrance into 
the Department of the Interior has been 
signalized by laudable régulations and mea^ 
sures. He has made a usefiil razzia 
against the govemors, and has been very 
fortunate in the appointment of successors 
to many of them, He vigorously attacked 
the unworthy police of St. Petersburg, and 
desistedonly in conséquence of the Impérial 
protection, which has obtained for M. Ka- 
koschkin the nickname of ^^ Ca/)he CoquinJ^ 
The agent of the ministerial department 
had discovered at §t. Petersburg the exist- 
ence of a band of robbers, amounting to 
Beveral hundred men. M. Perovsky de- 
manded the dismissal of M. Kakoschkin^ 
but his Majesty contented himself with re- 
primanding him, and told the minister^ 
^Hhat it was thanks to the grand master of 
police that he had slept in tranquillity for 
twenty years!" The malefactors were pun- 

VOL. !• z 
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ished, but some intriguera contrived fo 
persuade the Emperor that he liad punished 
innocent men; and the crédit and the zeal 
of M. Perovsky hereby sustained a great 
shock. 

M" choice which îficholas has made for 
the Department of the Interior appears to 
hâve been so happy as that of Pèrovskj. 
Lanskor was a cypher, and Zagreoskj a 
narrow-mindedman, who, during the choiera 
at Moscow, caused the chests of tea tô be 
fdmigated! and awakened his clerks in 
conséquence of important ordinances which 
prescribed a new mode of mping pens! BQs 
successor Bludof, was an intelligent and 
upright minister, but devoid both of System 
and energy, though he is accused of cruelty 
in drawing up the reports of the committee 
which was appointed to investigate the 
^ffiiir of the conspirators of 1825 ; a task 
iwhich has insured him a brilliant ciareer. 
fie has since succeeded Count SperansM in 
the office of drawing up the laws, wîthoui 
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however fillîng up the vacuum which has 
been left by the death of that excellent 
.man, the only leamed lawyer in Bussia. 
Count Strogonof, who was called to succeed 
Bludof, and who was thought to be a man 
of strong mind, proved to be worse than 
weak. At the time when he was Govemor- 
General of Charkof, he had already given 
many proofs of inability, but which, thanks 
to the favour of Bludof, passed unperceived. 
One day the Emperor pointed out to him a 
street in Charkof, which he wished out of 
the way. Count Strogonof inunediately 
had bills posted on every house, whiçh 
stated the time when it would be pulled 
down, and replaced by another. He listened 
neither to remonstrances nor entreaties, and 
caused his orders to be executed to the 
Ictter. 

The circumstance which led to his dis- 
missal, deserves to be related. An ex- 
oflEicer of the guards asked the protection 
of the Grand Duke Michael to obtaîn the 

z 2 
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<»ffice of a gorodnUschi. Hiâ Imp«ial 
Highness gave him a letter of reecmmeiir- 
dation to Coant StrogoiK)^ who having em^ 
aulted hia lists^ declared that he 1^ not a 
place vacant. But the officer waa not dîa- 
oouragedy and had recoorse to the cliief of 
the Ohancery of the Miniâter^ wko wès ef 
q^inion that for 5000 rubles, a vacant place 
might be found. The officer went and in- 
formed the Grand Duke of the resuit of his 
application, upon which hiâ Highne&s gave 
him the 5000 rubles from his privy purae* 
The same evening he met Oomnt Strogoiiof 
at the palace^ and told him that he hai 
hecome his creditor ; and then infoimed the 
Emperor of the whole proceeding*. His 
M^jestj exclahned, that he irould ratbo: 
hâve in hi3 service ^^aUe men who stole^ 
than men who suffered others to steal with* 
out perceiving it*" He immediatelj be- 
came cool towards lus minister^ who aàaA 
leave of absence for four months. "Fow 
years, if you please," replied the Iknpearœr. 
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Odunt Strogonof flien solicited the post of 
Ambassador at Yienna ; J^ioholas answered 
that hd dloae had the appointment af pa-- 
80E3 to thosQ offices. The nûmster asked 
no explanation of thia evasive refusai^ and 
rctired to Baris^ where he is seen aasidur- 
oubIj attending public lectures ; better late 
than never ; it is true that thèse are medi^ 
cal lectures. 

Prince Meotschikof, the Minister of 
Marine, is rather wittj aud rich, than juro- 
found and independent. He is seen to 
wait Sor hours together for Gount Klein- 
nûehel to consult him req^ecting the daily 
dresa of the seamen. The count is con- 
aidered as an autbority on this subject, 
which i& the Emperor's weak side; and the 
wit of Mentschikof makes him so manj 
en^mies, that he is obliged to seek the sup- 
port of the strong. Gount ifiTesselroda is 
bis greatest enemj. 

Count Panin bas be^n too good a diplo 
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«itist to be a good minîster of justice ; but 
as Qeaeral Protassof présides in tbe synod, 
it is tlift more easj for Gount Pauin to take 
bis seat in tbe senate^ wbere bis abilitj and 
assiduitj are not disputed ; this was not tbe 
forte of bis predecessor M. Dascbkof^ wbo 
considered it bis dutj not to importune tbe 
Emperor. 

Prince Vassilitschikof, wbo received bis 
title from tbe Emperor, Président of tbe 
Council of tbe Empire, and General-in- 
Cbief, is a well meaning man, but bas little 
influence over tbe Emperor, wbo in trutb 
will not be advised by any body. ^^I bave 
reigned tbese fifteen years; it is too late 
to teacb me bow to govem," replied Nioho- 
las, one day wben tbe Prince requested bîm 
to modify a severe and unjust measure. 
His predecessor, Count îfovosiltzof, for- 
merly curator of tbe University of Wiln% 
bas left a painful remembrancebebind. He 
did not besitate, wbile at Wilna, to bring 
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iimocônt persons into trouble^ in orderto 
Ms oynx aggrandizement^ and to excite plots, 
for the bare honour of defeating them. 

Field-Marshal Paskewitsch, Count of 
Erivan, Prince of Warsaw, bas obtained 
European' celebrity, and enjoys ^ indis- 
putable militarj réputation. His campaign 
in Persia was admirable, and that in Asiatic 
Turkey is a seyere criticism on the war 
carried on upon this side of the Bosphorus. 
It is true that in thèse two countries he 
was opposed by troops but little inured to 
war. Good fortune bas certainly bad a 
great share in his exploits; but, as Suwarrow, 
who was also reproached with being only 
fortunate, used to say, " Merit ought surely 
to be reckoned for something in a succes- 
sion of victories!" It was necessary to 
hâve recourse to Paskewitch to conclude 
the war in Poland; and his arrivai alone 
raised the spirits of the army. The faults 
committed by the Pôles are évident ; but 
they take little from the merit of Paske*- 
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witsdi, who turned them to advantage as 
he repaired his own. Having been ap- 
pointed Govemor of Poland^ lie has been 
so happy in this post as to moderate the 
cnielties of his master. 

Yermolof bas been one of tbe b^ 
gênerais of Bussia* It was be who drew 
up tbe plans of Borodino and of Kulm^ tbe 
two battles wbicb bare done tbe mo^ 
bonour to tbe arms of bis coimtry. Tet 
tbîs brave gênerai bas fallen into disgrâce; 
wbetber it be owing to some dispute witb 'Ni- 
cbolas at Paris, in 1814, where it is affirmed 
ibat be reproved tbe Grand Duke, wbo 
înterfered in à review at wbicb be corn- 
manded in cbie^ addressed bim in tbese 
energetic words : ^' Tou are young enougb 
to learn, but not old enougb to teacb!** or 
wbetber be bad not sbewn mucb zeal in 
making bis corps take tbe oaût to Mcbolas; 
or, lastly, wbetber in conséquence of tbe 
triumpb of tbe German party, wbicb, after 
ibe revoit of 182lf, gained tbe ascend^OM^y 
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over the Eussian party, which reckoned 
Termolof amongst the most eminent of its 
leaders, it is diflScult to divine. Paskewitsch 
was sent to watch over his conduct with 
equal rights. Termolof planned his ruin, 
and sent hîm with a division against the 
whole corps of Abbas Mirza, following him 
with the main body to repair the check 
which the others might suflfer. But the resuit 
was far otherwise. Paskewitsch defeated 
the Persians, and Termolof was recalled. 
He was received with enthusiasm at Mos- 
cow, but he was so impolitic as to résume 
his uniform, and his popularity died away. 
Brave, skilM, national — as libéral from dis- 
content as he had been despotic while in 
power, he remained a living reproach to 
the Emperor. A fit of remorse caused the 
order of St. Andrew to be sent to him on 
the érection of the monument of Kulm. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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